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PRIESTS AND ALTARS

Worship, War, and the Surrendered Life

LESSON 2 — PART 1 STUDY GUIDE

The Office of the Priest: Who the Priest Was
Teaching by Apostle Robert H. Barrett | Grace & Truth International | July 2026

Name: Date:

[BPRIMARY TEXTS

Exodus 19:5-6 (ESV) "Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you
shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation."

1 Peter 2:9 (ESV) "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light."

[l SECTION 1 — GOD'S ORIGINAL DESIGN: EXODUS 19:5-6

FILL IN THE BLANK — KEY STATEMENTS

God's first intention for His people was a priesthood.
The phrase "kingdom of priests" meant that of the nation would function as
priests.

Israel was meant to be the nation through which every other nation had access to

The calling carried a condition: "if you will indeed my voice and keep my

KEY INSIGHT — KEVIN J. CONNER, THE TABERNACLE OF MOSES

b Conner frames this as God's intention from the beginning — that the whole redeemed
community would constitute a nation, each member having direct access to
God and corporate responsibility to represent Him before the world.
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SECTION 2 — THE PIVOT: THE GOLDEN CALF AND THE NARROWING
OF THE PRIESTHOOD

Exodus 32:26—29 (ESV) "Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, 'Who is on the Lord's
side? Come to me.' And all the sons of Levi gathered around him... And Moses said, 'Today you have
ordained yourselves for the service of the Lord, each one at the cost of his son and of his brother, so

that he might bestow a blessing upon you this day."

FILL IN THE BLANK

Within forty of hearing God declare them a kingdom of priests, Israel was
worshipping a golden calf.
Moses stood in the gate and asked: "Who is on the side?"
The only tribe that stepped forward was the tribe of
The Levites received the priesthood because they were willing to with God
when it was costly.
Moses said: "Today you have yourselves for the service of the Lord."
KEY INSIGHTS
> The priesthood has always required a moment — a point of decision

where allegiance to God is declared at personal cost.

» The universal priesthood of Exodus 19:6 was abandoned for the most fundamental violation
possible — the worship of an

- Conner: the progressive narrowing of access reflects the spiritual reality that
creates distance from God and that distance requires

to cross.

MY NOTES
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DIAGRAM 1: THE THREE LEVELS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT PRIESTHOOD

THE THREE LEVELS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT PRIESTHOOD

From God's Original Design to the Narrowed Office — and Its Restoration in Christ

HIGH PRIES

ron & His

AARONIC PRIESTS

Sons of Aaron — Consecrated for Altar Ministry

Holy Place — Daily Ministry (Leviticus 8)

LEVITICAL PRIESTS

General Tribe of Levi — Tabernacle Assistants
Outer Court — Tabernacle Support (Numbers 3)

KINGDOM OF PRIESTS — GOD'S ORIGINAL DESIGN

All Israel — Every Member as Priest and Mediator (Exodus 19:6)
Forfeited at the Golden Calf — Fully Restored in Christ (1 Peter 2:9)

lllustration: Grace & Truth International | © 2026 Apostle Robert H. Barrett. All rights reserved. Based on Numbers 3, Leviticus 8,
and Exodus 19:6.

FILL IN THE BLANK — THE THREE LEVELS

1. General Levites — Served in the Tabernacle as

2. Aaronic Priests — Consecrated to offer sacrifices and minister in the

3. High Priest — Aaron alone could enter the

MY NOTES

© 2026 Apostle Robert H. Barrett | Grace & Truth International. All rights reserved. Unauthorized reproduction or distribution is prohibited.



PRIESTS AND ALTARS | Lesson 2 Part 1 Study Guide | Grace & Truth International

[l SECTION 3 — THE CONSECRATION OF AARON: LEVITICUS 8

Every step of Aaron's consecration is a theological statement about what God requires of the one
who ministers before Him.

DIAGRAM 2: THE HIGH PRIEST'S GARMENTS — EXODUS 28

Plate of pure gold

with inscription:

“HOLY TO THE LORD.”
Ex 28:36

Turban or mitre
Ex 28:36-38

SRR SRR ]

The shoulder straps for
the breastplate capped
with two onyx stones
bearing the names of
Israel’s twelve sons, six on
each, in order of their birth

=

Ex 28:9-10
Twelve gemstones,
each bearing a name of
one of the twelve tribes Sash

Ex 28:17-21 ; 5 1 Ex 28:4,39,40

Ephod, woven and
reflecting the colors of
the sanctuary

Ex 28:5-15,31

Fringe composed of
alternating pomegranates
and gold bells; the pomegranates
are woven from blue, purple,

and scarlet yarn

Ex 28:33-35

Artist’s rendition of the high priest’s garments (28:1-38*

" Dorian G. Coover-Cox, “Exodus,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 137.
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THE HIGH PRIEST'S GARMENTS — EXODUS 28

With the Blood of Consecration — Leviticus 8:23

@®Golden Plate (Exodus 28:36)
Inscribed "Holy to the Lord" — worn on the turban above the forehead
@®Turban (Exodus 28:39)
Fine linen — the crown of the High Priestly garments
@®0nyx Shoulder Stones (Exodus 28:9-12)
Two stones, six tribe names engraved on each — the priest carried all Israel on his shoulders before
God
@Ephod (Exodus 28:6-14)
Woven overlay in blue, purple, scarlet, and gold thread — the primary outer garment of the High
Priest
@Breastplate with 12 Tribe Stones (Exodus 28:15-21)
One precious stone per tribe — the priest bore the names of all Israel over his heart before God
@®Urim & Thummim (Exodus 28:30)
Carried inside the breastplate — the instrument of divine guidance for Israel
®Sash (Exodus 28:39)
Woven belt — signified readiness and girding for priestly service
(OWhite Linen Tunic (Exodus 28:39)
The base garment of righteousness — worn beneath the ephod
@®Blue Robe (Exodus 28:31)
Worn beneath the ephod — its hem lined with bells and pomegranates
®Bells & Pomegranates (Exodus 28:33-35)
Alternating around the hem — the sound of the bells was audible proof the High Priest was still alive
inside the Holy Place

4 N
@ BLOOD OF CONSECRATION — Three Application Points (Leviticus 8:23)

@ Right Ear — Consecrated HEARING
The priest must hear God before he can speak for God. Consecrated ears are tuned to the voice
of God above every other voice.

eRight Thumb — Consecrated ACTION
Everything the priest does in ministry is marked by the blood. The hands that serve God belong
to God.

©Right Big Toe — Consecrated WALK
The direction the priest moves, where he goes, where he stands — all marked by the blood. The
priest cannot go where the blood has not covered.

e J

lliustration: Grace & Truth International | © 2026 Apostle Robert H. Barrett. All rights reserved. Based on Exodus 28 and Leviticus 8:23.

Illustration: Grace & Truth International | © 2026 Apostle Robert H. Barrett. All rights reserved. Garments based on Exodus 28.
Blood points based on Leviticus 8:23.

MY NOTES
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THE CONSECRATION STEPS — FILL IN THE BLANK
The priest does not himself. The calling comes from God. (Hebrews 5:4)

> The Washing (Lev 8:6)

The washing was not self-administered. Moses Aaron. The cleansing that
qualifies a person for priestly ministry is always , hot self-generated.

» The Anointing (Lev 8:12)
The anointing oil was the outward sign of the consecrating work.
The anointing that rests on the of the priest flows to everything he wears and
everywhere he goes.

> The Blood — Three Points (Lev 8:23)

1. Right Ear — Consecrated . The priest must God
before speaking for God.

2. Right Thumb — Consecrated . Everything the priest does in
ministry is marked by the blood.

3. Right Big Toe — Consecrated . The priest cannot go where the

has not covered.

Conner: these three points represent the totality of a person's engagement with the world — what
they , What they , and where they

> The Seven Days (Lev 8:33)
The priest was not immediately . He was first
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DIAGRAM 3: THE SEVEN STEPS OF CONSECRATION WITH NT PARALLELS — LEVITICUS 8

THE SEVEN STEPS OF CONSECRATION — LEVITICUS 8

Old Testament Sequence and New Testament Parallels

©)

DIVINE WASHING CLOTHING
CALLING WITH

® € O) @

ANOINTING APPLICATION WAVE SEVEN DAYS
WITH OIL OF BLOOD OFFERING AT THE
GARMENTS I 8:23

Leviticus 8:12

NT: 1 John 2:27 NT: Hebrews NT: Romans
9:12 12:1 NT: Romans
12:2

Leviticus 8:27 ENTRANCE

ev

NT: John 15:16 NT: Titus 3:5 Lev g
NT: Galatians
3:27

NEW TESTAMENT MEANING OF EACH STEP

STEP 1

Divine Calling (Exodus 28:1)

NT Parallel — John 15:16

You did not choose God — He chose you. No one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was (Hebrews 5:4).

STEP 2

Washing with Water (Leviticus 8:6)

NT Parallel — Titus 3:5

The NT priest is washed not with water from a basin but by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit. Received, not self-
generated.

STEP 3

Clothing with Garments (Leviticus 8:7-9)

NT Parallel — Galatians 3:27

As many as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. The NT priest is clothed with Christ Himself — identity now governed by the office, not
personal history.

STEP 4

Anointing with Oil (Leviticus 8:12)

NT Parallel — 1 John 2:27

The anointing received from God abides in the NT believer permanently. No external application by a human mediator is needed — the Spirit dwells
within.

STEP 5

Application of Blood (Leviticus 8:23)

NT Parallel — Hebrews 9:12

Christ entered once for all into the holy places by means of His own blood, securing an eternal redemption. The NT priest's ear, hand, and foot are
consecrated by the blood of the Lamb.

STEP 6

Wave Offering (Leviticus 8:27)

NT Parallel — Romans 12:1

Present your bodies as a living sacrifice — holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. This is the NT gate moment: the voluntary
presentation of the whole life as an offering.

STEP 7

Seven Days at the Entrance (Leviticus 8:33)

NT Parallel — Romans 12:2

Be transformed by the renewing of your mind. The priest was not immediately deployed — he was first formed. Every believer goes through a season
of formation at the threshold before full priestly function is activated. The seven days were not wasted time. They were the necessary preparation
that produced a priest.

lllustration: Grace & Truth International | © 2026 Apostie Robert H. Barrett. All rights reserved. Sequence based on Leviticus 8 and Exodus 28-29.

lllustration: Grace & Truth International | © 2026 Apostle Robert H. Barrett. All rights reserved. Sequence based on Leviticus 8
and Exodus 28-29.
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NT PARALLELS — FILL IN THE BLANK

p Washing (Titus 3:5) — The NT priest is washed by the of
regeneration.

b Garments (Gal 3:27) — The NT priest is clothed with Himself.
> Anointing (1 John 2:27) — The anointing in the NT believer
permanently.

> Blood (Heb 9:12) — Christ's blood was applied for all.

p Seven Days (Rom 12:2) — The NT parallel is the period of that

precedes full priestly function.

MY NOTES
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SECTION 4 — THE NT PARALLELS: THE PRIESTHOOD RESTORED AND
ELEVATED

A. EXODUS 19:6 RESTORED — 1 PETER 2:9

1 Peter 2:9 (ESV) "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light."

Peter takes the exact language of and applies it to the NT church.

The condition of Exodus 19:6 has been fulfilled by — He obeyed perfectly
and kept the covenant completely.

The restoration is a priesthood not restricted by , hot mediated through
another , hot limited by geography or season.

B. THE NT BELIEVER'S GATE MOMENT — ROMANS 12:1

Romans 12:1 (ESV) "l appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship."

The NT believer's gate moment is the of their life as a living sacrifice.
The priesthood has always required the willingness to stand with when
standing is

C. CHRIST AS HIGH PRIEST — HEBREWS 4:14-16

Hebrews 4:14-16 (ESV) "Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we
are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need."

AARON VS. JESUS — FILL IN THE COMPARISON TABLE

AARON (OT High Priest) | JESUS (Our High Priest)

Entered a tent made with Entered the true sanctuary in (Heb
8:2)

Offered blood of Offered His blood (Heb 9:12)

Sacrifice required Entered for all (Heb 9:12)

Could not fully with the people Sympathizes completely -- fully
(Heb 4:15)

Priesthood was Holds priesthood -- He lives forever
(Heb 7:24)

© 2026 Apostle Robert H. Barrett | Grace & Truth International. All rights reserved. Unauthorized reproduction or distribution is prohibited.



PRIESTS AND ALTARS | Lesson 2 Part 1 Study Guide | Grace & Truth International

MY NOTES
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Il SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Take 30—45 minutes as a group. Be honest. Be specific. The goal is application, not just information.

Q1. Read Exodus 19:3—6. God's original design was a universal priesthood -- an entire nation
functioning as mediators between Him and the world. What does it mean to you personally that
this was God's first intention before Israel ever failed at Sinai?

Read: Exodus 19:3-6

Q2. The Levites received the priesthood because they stood in the gate and declared their
allegiance at personal cost. Describe a specific moment in your own life where "Who is on the
Lord's side?" was asked of you and how you responded.

Q3. Read Exodus 32:1-6. Israel's failure came after only forty days. What does this tell us about
the relationship between impatience, familiarity, and the drift from priestly identity? Where do you
see this pattern in your own life?

Read: Exodus 32:1-6

Q4. The blood was applied to three specific places -- the right ear, the right thumb, the right big
toe. Which of these three areas of your life is least consecrated to God right now? Be specific.
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Q5. Read Hebrews 4:14—16. The result of having Jesus as our High Priest is that we draw near
"with confidence." How does understanding the superior priesthood of Christ change how you
approach prayer, intercession, and access to God?

Read: Hebrews 4:14-16

Q6. Romans 12:1 is the NT equivalent of the Levites' gate moment -- presenting yourself as a
living sacrifice. What is the specific thing the Holy Spirit is asking you to lay on the altar right now?
What has been held back?

Read: Romans 12:1

Q7. Conner teaches that the seven days at the entrance were not wasted time -- they were the
necessary formation that preceded the function. What season of formation are you currently in,
and what priestly function do you believe that season is preparing you for?

Q8. Based on everything in this lesson -- God's original design, the Levites' choice, Aaron's
consecration, and the NT restoration -- write out in your own words what it means that you are a
royal priest. Not theoretically. What does it mean for your life this week?

Read: 1 Peter 2:9; Hebrews 4:14—-16
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MY QUESTIONS FOR APOSTLE BARRETT

Write down any questions that arose during this lesson. Be as specific as possible so they can be
addressed directly at the next session.

1.

Sources Referenced in This Lesson
Conner, Kevin J. The Tabernacle of Moses: The Riches of Redemption's Story as Revealed in the Tabernacle. City
Christian Publishing, 1976.
Myles, Dr. Francis. The Order of Melchizedek: The Mystery and Power of Jesus' Eternal Priesthood. Destiny Image,
2016.
All Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV). Crossway, 2001.
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