ANO e TN THE FIRE



" THE LORD IS NEAR TO THE BROKENHEARTED
AND SAVES THOSE WHO ARE CRUSHED IN
SPIRIT.




"~ THE FIRE. BUT OFTEN,
v\ MIRACLE IS NOT JUST THE .
¥ @\  ESCAPE - IT'S ENDURANCE
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| ‘I\,E ARE AFFLICTED IN E ERY WAY, BUT NOT o
CRUSHED; PERPLEXED, BUT NOT DESPAIRING;

PERSECUTED, BUT NOT ABANDONED; STRUCK
DOWN, BUT NOT DESTROYED.
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"~ THEN NEBUCHADNEZZAR. . .SAID TO HIS
COUNSELORS, ‘WAS IT NOT THREE MEN WE
THREW BOUND INTO THE FIRE?'. .

~'LOOK! I SEE FOUR MEN LOOSED AND
WALKING ABOUT. . .AND THE APPEARANCE
OF THE FOURTH IS LIKE A SON OF THE
GODS!"'"
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"~ BUT DANIEL MADE UP HIS MIND THAT HE
WOULD NOT DEFILE HIMSELF WITH THE
KING'S CHOICE FOOD OR WITH THE WINE

- WHICH HE DRANK; SO HE SOUGHT
PERMISSION FROM THE COMMANDER OF THE

OFFICIALS THAT HE MIGHT NOT DEFILE
HIMSELF.
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- AND AS FOR THESE FOUR YOUTHS, GOD GAVE .
THEM KNOWLEDGE AND INTELLIGENCE 1IN
EVERY KIND OF LITERATURE AND
- EXPERTISE; DANIEL EVEN UNDERSTOOD ALL
KINDS OF VISIONS AND DREAMS.
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~ AS FOR EVERY MATTER OF EXPERTISE AND
UNDERSTANDING ABOUT WHICH THE KING
CONSULTED THEM, HE FOUND THEM TEN
- TIMES BETTER THAN ALL THE MAGICIANS

AND CONJURERS WHO WERE IN ALL HIS
REALM.
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~ SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO E
REPLIED TO THE KING. |. .'IF IT BE SO,
OUR GOD WHOM WE SERVE IS ABLE TO

“RESCUE US. . .BUT EVEN IF HE DOES NOT

. . .WE ARE NOT GOING TO SERVE YOUR

GODS.




" THEN HE GOT INTO THE
AND THE WIND STOPPED;

UTTERLY ASTONISHED.

BOAT WITH THEM,
AND THEY WERE
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-~ AND HE GOT UP AND REB
SAID TO THE SEA, ‘HUS
THE WIND DIED DOWN AN

PERFECTLY CALM.
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UKED THE WIND AND

D IT BECAME

H, BE STILL.' AND
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~ NEITHER DEATH, NOR LIFE. . .WILL BE
ABLE TO SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF
GOD THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD.
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AND HAVE ALL FEAR, WORRY,
DOUBT, CONFUSION AND ALL

THE THINGS THAT TRY TO

KEEP US FROM HIS PRESENCE
BURNED AWAY.
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BUT WHO CAN ENDURE THE DAY OF HIS
COMING? AND WHO CAN STAND WHEN HE
APPEARS? FOR HE IS LIKE A REFINER'S
FIRE AND LIKE LAUNDERER'S SOAP. AND HE
"WILL SIT AS A SMELTER AND PURIFIER OF
SILVER, AND HE WILL PURIFY THE SONS OF
LEVI AND REFINE THEM LIKE GOLD AND
.. SILVER, SO THAT THEY MAY PRESENT TO THE
-0 ,LORD OFFERINGS IN RIGHTEOUSNESS. f




