SO THE WORD OF GOD SPREAD.
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But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of
discontent. The Greek-speaking believers complained about the
Hebrew-speaking believers, saying that their widows were being
discriminated against in the daily distribution of food. ° So the
Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They said, “We
apostles should spend our time teaching the word of God, not
running a food program. ° And so, brothers, select seven men
who are well respected and are full of the Spirit and wisdom. We
will give them this responsibility. * Then we apostles can spend
our time In prayer and teaching the word.”



So God’s message continued to spread. The number of believers
greatly increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests
were converted, too.
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Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed
amazing miracles and signs among the people. ° But one day
some men from the Synagogue of Freed Slaves, as it was called,
started to debate with him. They were Jews from Cyrene,
Alexandria, Cilicia, and the province of Asia. '° None of them
could stand against the wisdom and the Spirit with which
Stephen spoke.
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So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, '* to equip his people for
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up

% until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure
of the fullness of Christ.
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2 MY IMPACT
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1. SERVING INTEREST

If | started Serving today, | would most likely choose:

[] Central Kigs

[] Central Youth [] Care Team

[] First Impressions ] Emergency Response
[] Worship Team [] Washington Estates
[ Tech Team

[] Helps Team

2 HESITATIONS

My biggest hesitation(s) about serving right now:

[] Time/schedule

I feel unqualified
] Fear/nervousness

[ Past hurt or burnout

3. NEXT STEP

I commit to completing the Serving Form by:

—

I will talk to the following leader/pastor this week abouyt my
hesitations:

—_—

Take your next step by going to centralconnect. org/serve

L] Family responsibilities
] Health/energy limitations

L] 1 don’t know where | fit
[] Other:
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