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Series: This Isn’t Normal
Date: May 3rd, 2026

Title: The Joy of Faithfulness
Speaker: Eddie Martinez

Key Scripture: Philippians 1:12-18; Matthew 28:18-20

The Big Idea: Joy is not the absence of difficulty; it is the byproduct of a life centered on
the mission of Christ, regardless of the circumstances.

1. Clear on the Mission
Paul’s joy in prison stems from his understanding that the Gospel is worth more than his
comfort or safety. He assumes the church shares his priority: that Christ be proclaimed.
e Agreement vs. Priority: We often agree with the mission, but priority is revealed by
what we organize our lives around.
e The "Fire" Analogy: If your house is on fire, you don't care about the couch; you care
about the people inside. Paul’s reassurance only makes sense if our hearts are
aligned with his—prioritizing the eternal salvation of others over temporary ease.

2. Faithful to the Mission
Paul does not obsess over whether the Roman guards are saved or how people respond
to his preaching. He focuses on what he can control: his faithfulness.
¢ Release the Outcome: Salvation is a work of the Holy Spirit, not a result of your
intellect or perfection. We are called to show up, even when we feel broken or
inadequate.
¢ Urgency Over Comfort: We cannot let our fear of being "awkward" or
"misunderstood" silence the mission. At some point, our urgency for the lost must
outweigh our desire for comfort.

3. Focused on the Mission
In Philippians 1:15-18, Paul addresses people preaching Christ out of rivalry and selfish
ambition to afflict him. Paul refuses to take the bait.

e Avoiding Distractions: The enemy wants to start infighting to distract the church
from the mission. Paul chooses to ignore the petty motives of others to stay locked in
on the only thing that matters: that Christ is proclaimed.

e Joyis a Fruit: Joy is not a feeling you manufacture; it is a fruit of the Spirit produced
when your priorities align with God’s. When we gain His perspective, joy comes
naturally.
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The Mission: Anchored in the River

Imagine humanity is in a river heading toward a dangerous waterfall. Jesus has anchored
us to Himself outside the river. He keeps us in the water not for our own safety or
comfort, but so we can help rescue others before they reach the edge.

Reflection Questions:
e Priority Check: Does your schedule, money, and courage reflect that the Gospel is
your priority, or are you living as if the mission is optional?
e The "Passenger" Feelings: Are you letting your fear (the passenger) drive your life, or
are you moving forward in faithfulness while feeling afraid?
e Repentance: Where have you prioritized comfort and safety over the assignment
God has given you?
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