
Key Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:8–11 (with Genesis 1–3, John 10:10, 15:16, Romans 3:23, 1
Corinthians 15:12–19, Hebrews 9:27–28)

The Big Idea: God did not choose or save us because of our merit, potential, or
performative goodness, but entirely according to His own eternal purpose and grace. In
Christ, God has abolished death itself, freeing us from fear and inviting us to rest in an
unshakeable, resurrecting hope.

Saved by Grace, Not Human Goodness
Worldly draft evaluations select people based on potential, skill, or achievements.
Religion operates the same way, claiming God chooses us if we are good enough. The
gospel radically upends this mindset by declaring that salvation begins entirely with
God's grace to those who have zero ability to save themselves.

• The Depth of Bad News: Humanity missed the mark in Genesis 3, choosing to look for
life in creation rather than the Creator. Because every human heart is naturally inclined
toward sin, we bring nothing to our salvation except the debt that required saving.
• Neither Too Good Nor Too Bad: Self-righteousness fails because being better than
someone else does not equal holy perfection before God (Romans 3:23). Conversely, no
one is "too bad" for grace—assuming your sin is too great for God minimizes the
complete, finished work of Christ on the cross.

Grace Existed Before Your Sin
Paul declares that God's grace was given to us in Christ Jesus "before the ages began."
Before creation, fall, or human history ever occurred, God’s sovereign plan of
redemption was already settled.

• No Surprises for God: God did not invent grace as a frantic backup plan when humanity
fell. He knew every mistake, failure, and sin you would ever commit, yet moved in eternal
love to extend salvation anyway.
• Living Outside the Audition: Many believers treat God like a demanding judge,
constantly worrying if they have performed well enough to remain in His family. True
grace means we stop auditioning and rest in the performance of Jesus on our behalf.
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Jesus Defeated the Death You Could Never Escape
Death is the ultimate enemy that no amount of wealth, status, or health can avoid.
Through His incarnation, death, and resurrection, Jesus abolished the power of death
and brought immortal life to light.

• Foundation of Faith: Christianity is not a list of moral self-help tips; it stands or falls on
the historical reality of the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15). Because Jesus rose from the
dead, sin and death no longer have the final word.
• Hope Beyond Decay: Grief and pain are real, but in Christ, believers do not grieve as
those without hope. The resurrection promises an immortal future free from disease,
corruption, and decay, giving us courage to live and suffer for the gospel without fear.

Call to Action / Reflection Question: In what area of your life are you still trying to
audition for God’s favor instead of resting in His grace, and how does the reality of
Christ’s resurrection change the way you face your fears today?
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