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A call to guard the heart and be intentional about what we hear

and agree with, because the Word grows progressively in us and

becomes visible through transformation.
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I. Introduction

“Be careful how you measure, because what you measure will determine your

measure.”

Remember: Parables reveal truth to the hungry but expose those who are not.

II. The Responsibility of the Disciple
Scripture: Proverbs 4:23 — “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring

the issues of life.”
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Key Word Studies

Keep — Guard, watch, protect diligently

Heart (Lev) — Inner man, mind, will, desires, intentions, understanding

Spring / Flow — To proceed outward; To come forth into manifestation; To

emerge visibly

Key Thought: The heart is the internal source from which life flows outward.

Ancient Hebrews understood springs and wells as life sources. Entire cities

depended upon the condition of the spring.

Point: Solomon is teaching that the heart is the wellspring of existence.

Whatever governs the heart eventually governs the direction of life.

III. Life Flows from the Heart

Key Thought: Everything that manifests externally first develops internally.

What flows from the heart?

Behavior

Speech

Perception

Reactions

Faith

Peace

Corruption

Kingdom life
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IV. The Creational Design of Man

Key Thought: Man was designed by God to function from the inside outward.

God continually pursues:

The heart

The mind

Meditation

Belief

Imagination

Affection

Inward agreement

Because external life is the manifestation of internal formation.

V. Man Created in the Image of God
Scripture: Genesis 1:26–28

Key Hebrew Words

Tselem (Image) — Representation, visible expression

Demuth (Likeness) — Pattern, resemblance, functioning nature

VI. The Inside-Out Pattern

Key Thought: Part of reflecting God’s image means carrying invisible realities

internally and expressing them externally.
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God conceived internally, then expressed externally through speech.

Creation emerged from:

Wisdom

Intention

Counsel

Identity

Word

Scripture: Genesis 2:19–20 — “And whatever Adam called each living creature,

that was its name.”

Point: In Hebrew thought, naming was never merely identification.

A name represented: nature, function, character, essence, purpose

Key Thought: Adam perceived internally and expressed externally.

This is how mankind was designed to function:

Receive revelation inwardly

Cultivate understanding internally

Release expression outwardly

VII. Why the Heart Matters So Much

Key Thought: The heart is the governing center — the internal garden, the

soil, the wellspring, the treasury of life.

VIII. Loving God with the Whole Heart
Scripture: Mark 12:30 — “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart…”
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To love God with the whole heart means:

God occupies the governing seat

His Word becomes primary

His truth shapes perception

His voice shapes direction

IX. Love Determines Cultivation
Scripture: Matthew 6:21 — “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Point: The heart moves toward what it values most.

Love determines:

Attention

Meditation

Devotion

Agreement

Loyalty

Pursuit

X. Hearing Precedes Loving
Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:4–5 — “Hear, O Israel…”

Key Thought: What continually enters the heart eventually shapes affection

and allegiance.

Biblical pattern

What you hear shapes what you love

What you love shapes what fills the heart

What fills the heart shapes what flows from life
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XI. The Law of Exposure and Agreement
Scripture: Mark 4:24–25 — “Take heed what you hear. With the same measure

you use, it will be measured to you…”

Key Thought: Attention, exposure, receptivity, stewardship, and agreement

determine what the Word can produce within you.

XII. The Mystery of Kingdom Development
Scripture: Mark 4:26–29 — “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter

seed…”

The Hebrew Concept of Seed

Zera (זֶרַע ) — Seed; Offspring; Continuity; Legacy

Key Thought: The seed already contains the finished intention of God.

The seed does not become something different—it unfolds what it already is.

Key Thought: There is always a God-side to growth that man cannot control.

Spiritual growth is covenantal cooperation, not human manufacture.

XIII. The Kingdom Grows Progressively
Kingdom pattern: Blade → Ear → Full grain

Key Statement: There is no microwave maturity in the Kingdom.
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There are no skipped stages in the Kingdom.

Growth is: Progressive, Ordered, Intentional

XIV. The Kingdom Begins Small
Scripture: Mark 4:30–32 — “It is like a mustard seed…”

Key Thought: The emphasis is not merely smallness—it is disproportionate

outcome.

The Kingdom often begins:

Hidden

Insignificant

Unimpressive

Weak in appearance

But contains extraordinary life and expansion.

XV. The Power of the Seed

Key Thought: The Kingdom in seed form already contains identity, nature,

future, multiplication, and destiny.

XVI. The Kingdom Becomes

Key Thought: The Kingdom is not merely believed intellectually—it becomes

visible through transformation.

The seed becomes the tree.
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The Word becomes visible through the life.

XVII. The Tree Imagery of the Kingdom
Scripture: Mark 4:32 — “The birds of the air may nest under its shade.”

Trees represent:

Dominion

Influence

Stability

Government

Provision

Blessing

Key Thought: The Kingdom matured within you becomes refuge for others.

XVIII. Application: Cultivating Kingdom Life
Action steps for the believer

Guard your heart — Protect what enters your inner life.

Take heed what you hear — Be intentional about what shapes your thinking.

Honor the Word — Give the Word attention, value, and obedience.

Trust the process — Do not despise progressive growth.

Remain planted — Kingdom growth requires consistency and endurance.

Stay in agreement with God — What you continually agree with eventually

shapes your life.

XIX. The Kingdom Within
Scripture: Luke 17:20–21 — “The kingdom of God is within you.”
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Key Thought: Whatever you continually expose yourself to and agree with

eventually becomes large enough to shape your life and influence others.

The Kingdom begins in seed form…

But through continual exposure, agreement, and cultivation…

It becomes a governing influence within you.

Closing thought: The Kingdom matured within you becomes shelter,

influence, and life for the world around you.
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