
PRELUDE Congregation responses in Bold Print 
Welcome and Announcements 

CALL TO WORSHIP FOR CHRISTMAS 
We waited. 
And imagined a savior.  
We imagined power. 
One like the world but stronger and on our side.  
We imagined a king on a white horse wielding a sword. 
We got a baby born in a stable among the livestock.  
We imagined the work done for us through the destruction of our enemies. 
We receive a baby who will teach us our calling to seek reconciliation 
and to love expansively.  
Praise be to God for the unexpected babe of Bethlehem. 
Praise to the wisdom of love. Amen! 
 

GATHERING SONG:  “O Come, All ye faithful” ELW 283
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and 

triumphant! O come ye, O come ye to 
Bethlehem; come and behold him, 
born the king of angels: O come, let 
us adore him, O come, let us adore 
him, O come, let us adore him, Christ 
the Lord! 

2 The highest, most holy, light of light 
eternal, born of a virgin, a mortal he 

comes; Son of the Father now in flesh 
appearing!   

3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in 
exultation, sing, all ye citizens of 
heaven above! Glory to God in the 
highest:   

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this 
happy morning; Jesus, to thee be 
glory giv'n! Word of the Father, now in 
flesh appearing:  

GREETING AND PRAYER:  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God who came among us in the birth 
of Jesus, be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Oh Come Let Us Adore! 
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Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human 
nature and to illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your 
children and enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS CANDLES 

After counting the weeks of Advent we have come to Christmas Day. The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness-- on them light has shined. Isaiah 9:2 

The Word Became Flesh 

Let us try to see the big picture. Why is the Christmas story significant? What we 
believe is about questions like: What was the purpose of God in creation? Why are 
we here? 
What is the role of Christ in God's plan for the world? 
The secret purpose or mystery of God's will was to bring everything into a unity with 
himself. Ephes. 1:9,10. Our destiny is to be in a relationship with God. 

What is the work of Christ for the Kingdom of God? 
There were problems in the way of God's plan for us. In Christ God rescued us -- that 
is why he is called saviour -- releasing us from a power that could keep us from 
fulfilling our destiny to be with God. Col.1:13-20 

Who was He who could do these things? 
For Paul He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for John .. 
All things came into being through him...and the Word became flesh ..John 1:1-14 

What difference does it make? 
.. if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation 2 Corinthians 5:16-18 
.. the offer of eternal life:- John 3:16 Glory to God in the highest. Luke 2:14. 

Christ the Word 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. John 1:9 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 
SONG “Love has come”  ELW 292

1    Love has come—a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the 
Bethlehem skies. See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; hear how their song 
of joy arises: Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on 
high. 
2    Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. Love is God now asleep in the 
hay. See the glow in the eyes of his mother; what is the name her heart is 
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saying? Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; Love! Love! Jesus, 
Immanuel. 
3    Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; Love! Love! Praise to you, God on 
high! 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10 Pew Bible p 596 

 7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces 
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your 
God reigns.” 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for 
in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 9Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed 
Jerusalem. 10The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and 
all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. Word of God, Word of 
Life. Thanks be to God 

Psalm: Psalm 98 

 1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand 
and holy arm have won the victory. 
 2O Lord, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your 
righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the 
ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 5Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, 
the Lord.  
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before 
the Lord, who comes to judge the earth. 
 9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.  

CAROL:  "Hark the Herald Angels Sing”  ELW 270 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to 
the newborn king; peace on earth, and 
mercy mild, God and sinners 
reconciled." Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
join the triumph of the skies; with 
angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in 

Bethlehem!" Hark! The herald angels 
sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, late in time 
behold him come, offspring of a virgin's 
womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
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Hail, incarnate deity! Pleased as man 
with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!   

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! Light and 
life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in 

his wings. Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, born to 
raise each child of earth, born to give us 
second birth.  

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-12 Pew Bible p 970 

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed 
heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of 
God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by 
his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the 
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did 
God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be his 
Father, and he will be my Son”? 6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the 
world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 7Of the angels he says, “He 
makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.” 8But of the Son he says, 
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of 
your kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, 
your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 
10And, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work 
of your hands; 11they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; 
12like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are 
the same, and your years will never end.” Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to 
God 
CHILDREN’S TIME 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  “Celtic Alleluia ELW 174 
Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel: John 1:1-14 Pew Bible p 863 

The Holy Gospel according to St John, the first chapter. Response: Glory to you, O 
Lord.  

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
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which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the 
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. The Gospel of the Lord: Praise 
to you, O Christ. 

MEDITATION 

HYMN OF THE DAY   

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW 288

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice with 
heart and soul and voice; give ye heed 
to what we say: Jesus Christ is born 
today; ox and ass before him bow, and 
he is in the manger now. Christ is born 
today! Christ is born today! 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice with 
heart and soul and voice; now ye hear 
of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born 
for this! He has opened heaven's door, 

 and we are blest forevermore. Christ 
was born for this! Christ was born for 
this! 

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice with 
heart and soul and voice; now ye need 
not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was 
born to save! Calls you one and calls 
you all to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was 
born to save! 

CANTICLE FOR CHRISTMAS  

Blessed are you, O Christ, our God; 
you were before time began, and came to the world to save us. 
Blessed are you, Sun of righteousness; 
you shine with the Father's love and illumine the whole universe. 
Blessed are you, Son of Mary; 
born a child you shared our humanity. 
Blessed are you, son of David; 
born to rule, you received gifts from the wise men. 
Blessed are you, Son of Man; 
baptized by John, you saved us from ourselves. 
Blessed are you, heavenly King; 
teaching and preaching, healing and comforting, you proclaimed the 
kingdom. 
With all the voices of heaven we celebrate the coming of our Savior. 
Let heaven and earth shout their praise. 
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With all the creatures on earth we sing and dance at your birth. 
Praise and glory to you, O Lord Jesus Christ. 

SHARING THE PEACE: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with 
you. 

OFFERING FOR THE MISSION AND MINISTRY of Grace Lutheran Church 
SONG of OFFERING:  “In the Bleak Midwinter” ELW 294   sts 3

3 What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a 
lamb; if I were a wise man I would 

do my part; yet what I can I give 
him—give my heart.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR CHRISTMAS 
When will Christmas arrive in Afghanistan, O Savior? 
When will those in Haiti live in peace and safety? 
Will Palestinian and Israeli ever share justice? 
When will Washington and Westminster, Brussels and Beijing proclaim no more 
hunger, no more oppression, no more war? 
When will governments turn their weapons to ploughshares and multinationals 
their profits to pruning hooks? 
When will Christmas come to those devastated by tornadoes, fires, famines or 
floods? 
When will Christmas arrive? 

So we pray for the world. O newborn Savior, this early morning in the wake of your 
birth, when there is still time to believe that because you are with us, the world can 
change. We pray that you would come alongside us and all those for whom we pray, 
that you would show us Jesus, the light of the world, the one who came (and who 
comes) to rid us of sin, to give us life and health and peace, peace that passes all 
understanding – not a temporary respite from trouble but the strength to overcome it 
and ultimately to receive life eternal. 
Lord in your mercy.Hear our prayer. 
We pray for caretakers and medical staff who give of their time on holidays to care for 
others who are ill or suffer with health issues, especially… Rhys, Roy, Esther, Jim, 
Rose, Shannon, Joyce, Dennis, Carla, Sharon, Bev, Mary, Duane, Judy, Darlene, 
Jessica, Rick, Caden, Donnie, Carol, Robert, those in Care Center, Assisted Living or 
are homebound.  
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
We pray for those who work on this Christmas Day as first responders, law 
enforcement and firefighters for our safety. We pray for our volunteers here at Grace 
Lutheran who give of their time and resources to feed those of this community who 
are alone, in need, or no longer cook with the annual Christmas dinner. Let their light 
shine in grace. 
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
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And… Even though in this world and here at home, we have made a mess of things 
personally and collectively, you remain faithful. We rejoice that your Son came not to 
a perfect world, but to a broken world, our world, our broken lives, to bring light to the 
darkness, our darkness. 
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
So in our ‘Merry Christmas’s today may we make peace,  
in our ‘Seasons Greetings’ may we share a welcome, 
in our ‘Joyeux Noel’ may we sow seeds of justice, 
And may we believe not in some magic but in a vision that isn’t a dream but a way of 
life, not for someone else, but for us this morning, to know you Lord as the light and 
know you are born for our salvation 
Hear our prayers, Lord, spoken and unspoken and answer them for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We indeed give thanks and praise to the almighty and merciful God and 
remember His words spoken on that ancient night…  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Let us pray together 
THE LORD'S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. Come meet Christ in 
this meal. 
THE COMMUNION: 
COMMUNION SONG: “What Feast of Love” ELW 487 
1 What feast of love is offered here, what banquet come from heaven? What food of 

everlasting life, what gracious gift is given? This, this is Christ the king, the bread 
come down from heaven. Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the manna given! 
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2 What light of truth is offered here, what covenant from heaven? What hope of 
everlasting life, what wondrous word is given? This, this is Christ the king, the sun 
come down from heaven. Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is given! 

3 What wine of love is offered here, what crimson drink from heaven? What stream of 
everlasting life, what precious blood is given? This, this is Christ the king, the 
sweetest wine of heaven. Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is given! 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING: May this body and blood of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ bless you and keep you in grace to eternal life! Amen 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O Lord our God, we give you thanks for the gifts of bread and wine, the body 
and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ. Send us out into your world to proclaim 
with joy: Glory to God in highest heaven, who unto us the Son has been given. 
Amen. 
BLESSING 
By the tender mercy of our God, love has broken upon us! Light is given where once 
there was darkness and hope where there was only death. Go into this day knowing 
that God will guide your feet into the way of peace. And may almighty God, Father, + 
Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 SENDING SONG   “Joy to the World”  ELW 267 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; let ev'ry heart 
prepare him room and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, while fields and 

floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding 
joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to 
make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found. 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove the 
glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

DISMISSAL: Go in peace. Christ has come. Thanks be to God.  
Announcements for Christmas Day     

Keep in Your Prayers those with Healthcare Issues 
Rhys Arnold, Roy Arnold, Esther Bakeberg, Jim Bakeberg, Rose Beck, Shannon 
Beck, Joyce Brever, Dennis Carlson, Carla Frost, Sharon Goble, Bev Goeman, Mary 
Haukens, Duane Holker, Judy Lien, Jessica Pekelder, Rick Raml, Caden Thompson, 
Robert Wittrock, the family of Darlene Olson, those in Care Centers, Assisted Living, 
or who are Homebound. Pray for members of the Armed Forces and their families, 
our Law Enforcement personal, Fire Fighters, EMT and all First Responders. 
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On the CALENDAR 
 December 26 10 am Worship Service 
    No Sunday school 
 December 29 No Wednesday school, No confirmation, No family worship 
 January 2  ONE service at 10 am 
   NO Sunday School 
Upcoming Events: 

January 10th – Reports are due for the Annual Meeting 
January 23rd – Annual meeting at 11 am (One service at 10 am)  

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DINNER TODAY 
The annual Community Christmas Lunch for Christmas Day is serving over the noon 
hour from 11 am to 1 pm as a take-out meal. Curbside deliver will be available in the 
south parking lot of the church. Simply drive up and the meal will be brought out to 
your car.  

In Need of a Great idea for a Date Night? 6-weeks of Dance Classes to learn 
foxtrot, jitterbug, waltz, polka, East Coast Swing, & Texas Two-Step. Classes be held 
each Tuesday evening 6:30 to 8 pm, January 11th thru February 15th in the Fellowship 
Hall at Grace. Cost is just $70 per couple or $40 for a single. Proceeds go toward the 
Raise the Roof Fund. Register at the office from 8 am to 5 pm Monday through 
Thursday or mail a check to Grace at 202 2nd St SE, Watertown, SD 57201. 
GET YOUR TICKETS NOW FOR COMEDY NIGHT 
Humorist Jerry Nelson will highlight Grace Lutheran's Comedy Night on Jan 28th. 
Nationally published author of Dear County Agent Guy, he provides slap-your-knee, 
laugh-out-loud musings. With "sturdy Norwegian pioneer" ancestors, Jerry will be 
interesting and entertaining to our community of "sturdy Norwegian pioneer" 
descendants. We will also have local, home-grown comedy, so if you are a comedian 
- or just like to make people laugh- join us in this entertainment fundraiser. Space will 
be limited, so get your tickets early: $20 for reserved seating (first 3 rows). $15 for 
general seating. Makes a Great Stocking stuffer Gift! 
MISSION OF THE MONTH – Grace Lutheran Christmas Dinner (continuing) 

 A RADIO BROADCAST of the Sunday morning worship service can be heard at 10:05 a.m. 
each Sunday on KWAT (950 AM). The RADIO BROADCAST today is given in loving 
memory of Roy and Doris Schmeling from the Schmeling Radio Fund the radio broadcast 
Gifts to sponsor the radio are important for those who are unable to attend due to COVID-19 
or others illness. The Alter Flowers are given by Ann & Doug Murfield, in loving memory of 
our granddaughter, Kennedy Tomsha, who’s birthday would have been December 30th.   
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This month’s Mission of the Month – TODAY - is the annual Grace Lutheran 
Christmas Dinner. Last year there were approximately 500 meals serve through 
delivers and carry out over the noon hour on Christmas Day. Stop by after worship to 
help with this event for: by being a delivery driver, dish up into take-out containers, or 
clean up afterwards. If you are unable to help with these activities, you can still 
donate to the Christmas dinner to resupply the account. This is a wonderful Christmas 
tradition put on by Grace Lutheran each year and a special service for those who are 
alone at Christmas, have no family, or no longer cook a traditional meal. It truly shows 
how grace is experience daily here through the Mission and Ministry of Grace 
Lutheran. 

START THE NEW YEAR OUR RIGHT AND GET THOSE TICKETS ON A 4X4 
Tickets for a chance to win a 2021 Kubota RTV-xG850 Sidekick make a way to to 
support the Raise the Roof Fund Raising Project at Grace Lutheran. The tickets are 
$50 each and can be purchased at the office. We are asking our members to take a 
book of 10 tickets to sell in the next couple weeks to finish up this fund raiser. Stop at 
the office and check a book out.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Check us out on our website at glcwtn.org 
And Grace Lutheran Watertown FaceBook. 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO ASSIST IN OUR WORSHIP: 
   PASTOR: Cheryl Rondeau-Bassett  READER: JoAnn Spartz  

DIACONAL INTERN: Brenda Handel-Johnson             PIANIST: Judy Everson 
SONG LEADER: Pastor 
MUSIC/CHOIR DIRECTOR: Brenda Handel-Johnson  
USHERS: Cindy VanderLeest 
Sound/Video Tech Team: Paul Henrichs, Wyatt Sprouse, Larry Picht, Gary Rukstad, Jason 

Mohr, Anthony DeHaan, & Dylan Jordan 
Pastoral Calls: You can reach Pastor Cheryl at 605-237-1501(cell or text) or  

by E-mail: cherylgracelc@midconetwork.com  

LAST WEEK’S 

ATTENDANCE 
 

12/15/21 & 12/19/21 

Worship’s: 195 

ROOF FUND 
 

Current: $136,000 

Goal: $171,000 

LAST WEEK’S 

DEPOSIT 

Deposits: $3,465 

Weekly Budget: $6,256 


