It's the missing Word in the modern world. In fact, it's
been replaced with the word, “ENTITLEMENT.” As in,
“What can | get for free and what can you do for me?”
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It's about “what | deserve,” “what you owe me,” “what
you should do for me,” ad infinitum, ad nauseam.
The days of doing whatever it takes, working hard,
showing up, pioneering your own path, always giving
your best no matter what, and wanting to make a
difference have become distant memories of another
day.

Never in my lifetime have | withessed such a frenzy for
freebies, a hustle for handouts and a craving for
comfort, convenience and “cashing in” without it costing
us anything.

We've been sold the lie for so long it sounds like the
truth now. “Somebody, somewhere surely owes me
something.” People look for the easy way, the cheap
way, and the lazy way. But most aren't interested in the
right way or the hard way - which quite often are the
same thing.

The Bible calls all of us to a different way ... a better
way: The way of DUTY. JESUS told His disciples in Luke
17:10 (NIV), “So you also, when you have done
everything, you were told to do, should say, ‘We are
unworthy servants; we have only done our duty."

As servants of Christ, what exactly is our duty? | know
our culture couldn't care less, but as followers of Christ
we should care about what our duty is in His Church.
What should we be doing as faithful servants of the
One Who said He “came not to be served, but to serve
and give His life as a ransom for many? (Matthew
20:28)

What are we supposed to be doing?

Fanny Crosby, who was born blind, yet had greater
insight into the things of God than most people who
have ever lived, wrote these lines:

“Rescue the perishing, DUTY DEMANDS IT; strength for
thy labor the Lord will provide.

Back to the narrow way, patiently win them; Tell the
poor wanderer a Savior has died.”

NECTING POINT
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Is it our duty anymore to tell people about JESUS or has
that become irrelevant and unnecessary since most people
no longer believe in Hell or a judgment to come? Do the
“marching orders of the Master” no longer

matter? (Matthew 28:18-20) And if it's no longer our duty
or responsibility, whose is it?

What about worship? Prayer? Spending time in God'’s
Word? What about giving

faithfully and proportionately (“as the Lord has blessed
us” - 1 Corinthians 16:2) to our church? What

about serving in the Lord’s church? Or connecting in

a small group?

Aren't we supposed to do those things because we

are supposed to do them? Or do we get a pass because of a
glbal pandemic or something else? And you know there will
always be “something else.” Are we supposed to have a
sense of duty, or has it become senseless to expect people
to do what God says anymore?

One word separates a growing church from a dying
church: DUTY. One word separates a faithful Christian from
an unfaithful, backslidden Christian: DUTY. The world

says, “If it feels good, do it.” No. A thousand times, NO!! If
God says it, do it!

You know what will keep you on the right track when you
no longer feel like doing what you know you ought to be
doing? DUTY. When you no longer enjoy it, when your
feelings get hurt, when someone disappoints you, when
something happens you don't really agree with, when your
friends quit and walk away, you name it. There's only one
thing that will keep you on the field, in the game, giving it
all you've got until the game is over: DUTY.

One thing kept Noah preaching repentance and building a
boat when there wasn't a single convert or a single drop of
rain in sight. One thing kept Joseph faithful in the midst of
all his temptations and trials. One thing kept Nehemiah at
the task of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem in the face of
formidable opposition. One thing kept John the

Baptist preaching passionately and fearlessly even when it
meant certain death. One thing kept JESUS going all the
way to Calvary's cross: DUTY. He said, “My food is to do the
will of Him Who sent me and to finish His work” (John
4:34).

The Bible says, “Fear God and keep his commandments, for
this is the whole DUTY of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).

It's time we recapture a sense of duty in the church and get
back to doing what God has told us to do. And when we
have done everything we were told to do, we should say,
“We are unworthy servants;

.. we have only done our duty.”

Blessings,
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When the Truth Makes Enemies

Read Galatians 4:12-16 (ESV)

Brothers, | entreat you, become as | am, for | also have become as you are. You did me no wrong. You know it was because of a
bodily ailment that | preached the gospel to you at first, and though my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or
despise me, but received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus. What then has become of your blessedness? For | testify to you
that, if possible, you would have gouged out your eyes and given them to me. Have | then become your enemy by telling you
the truth?

Reflect
Have you ever been rejected because you spoke the truth?

Sometimes people just don't want to hear the truth. In fact, many people today consider it more loving to affirm
someone’s lies and delusions than it is to tell them the truth. In our culture, offending someone is to be avoided at all
costs and truth is relative. So, telling the absolute truth is a surefire way to make enemies. But that doesn’t mean we
should shy away from it.

Earlier in Galatians 4, we read that Paul wondered if he had labored for the Galatians in vain. In the above verses, Paul
continued to get personal with them. You see, Paul and the Galatians had a history. When he first preached the
Gospel to them, he was suffering from an illness. We don't know the specifics of that illness but we do know that
whatever it was, it was bad enough that it could have given those in Galatia cause to be disgusted and repulsed by it.
Paul even considered his physical ailment to be a trial or a burden to them.

And yet, despite this health issue, the Galatians welcomed him and cared for him. They received him as a messenger
from God and recognized that he was a true apostle of Jesus Christ. They accepted his message of salvation by grace
through faith in Christ. And out of gratitude, they were a blessing to him in return. The fact that Paul said they would
have been willing to gouge out their eyes for him to use instead has led some scholars to believe that Paul's ailment
may have affected his eyesight. Regardless, this detail demonstrates just how much the Galatians loved Paul. They
were willing to sacrifice greatly for his health and well-being.

But when the Judaizers arrived on the scene, some in Galatia changed their tune. Instead of becoming like Paul, who
gave up his legalism in exchange for the grace of Christ, many Galatians returned to the bondage of the law. They
accepted the false teaching promoted by the Judaizers. Those who had embraced these false teachings went from
loving and accepting Paul and the Gospel message he preached to rejecting him and considering him an enemy. How
painful that must have been for him. What did he do to deserve such treatment? He told them the Gospel truth.

Friends, we have been warned that if we proclaim the truth of the Gospel, we will face rejection and hatred as well.
Jesus faced it and said: “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you” (John 15:18). John
experienced it and said, “Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you” (1 John 3:13). Peter experienced it
and echoed John's message not to be surprised “at the fiery trial” but rather “rejoice insofar as you share Christ's
sufferings” (1 Peter 4:12-13). And we know that Paul experienced it, even by those who had once highly regarded him
and considered him a dear friend.

But none of them stopped preaching the truth simply because of the cost—not Paul, not Peter, not John, and certainly
not Jesus. They knew that when you love someone, you tell them the truth at all costs, especially when that truth has
eternal significance. They told everyone what they needed to hear even if it wasn't what they wanted to hear because
they cared for these people’s souls. May we be like them and never shy away from the truth of the Gospel no matter
the cost.

Pray

Jesus, you warned us that the world will hate us just as it hated you. It can be intimidating to speak the truth out loud in the
face of rejection. Still, we know that you are the truth that the world needs to hear about. Give us the courage to never
compromise the truth of the Gospel even if we make enemies by telling your truth. Amen.

Reveal
The truth has eternal significance. Who needs to hear the truth from you?
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Happy new month!
May the upcoming
month make you wiser,
kinder, and happier! \ 5

Date Offering Attendance
01/29/2023 $1515.00 74
02/05/2023  $20141.93 72
02/15/2023  $2190.00 94
02/19/2023 $1449.00 79
02/26/2023  $2872.00 86
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Marty & Shari Eldredge
(New Address)
1115 15t Street

Davenport, IA 52722
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March Celebrations

March 1
Gavin M. (MCS Student)

March 2
Dennis Ducommun
Ralph Kaufman

March 9

Derrik M. (MCS Staff)
March 12 ) N
¥

Robbie R. (MCS Staff) ;S ®

March 13
Colton Henkel

March 15
Landon A. (MCS Student)

March 20
Laura N. (MCS Staff)

March 22
Danny Salter
Brayden E. (MCS Student)

March 23 ,«‘
Bryar Hodges (BB)

March 27 .
Antonio P. (MCS Student) e

March 30
Twylaéchmil.len
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Quilt Batts
Quilting Guild
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month
at the First Church of Christ

7:00 p.m.

Next Meeting is March 15th

Boy Scout Troop 107

Meets Every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
First Church of Christ

/\W.

Boys in 5th - 12th grades are invited to join.
For more information call (712) 225-2650

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

Meets at First Church of Christ
every Tuesday & Thursday
7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

If you struggle with addiction
this is the place to be.




2023 Spring Sermon SeJ;<
First Church of Chrxs

A Friend of the Fearful
Mazch 2/ y- A Friend of the Addicted
April 2°= A Friend of the Desperate

Nearly 2,000 years ago, a doctor named Luke wrote a
letter in which he prioritized two things: a love for Christ
and a love for the facts. He didn't want legends; he
wanted truth. And so, Dr. Luke began to sort the truth
and report the facts. The result is part letter, part
research paper.

Join us each Sunday morning throughout 2023 as we
explore Luke's Gospel and rediscover the truths of
Christ's life, authority, and ultimate love for His people.

New Minivan Purchased

THANK YOU! For your generosity in our Fall 2022
Harvest Offering event. Enough generous gifts were
made to purchase the new minivan as was specified for
the offering. Our new van is a 2021 Chrysler Pacifica.

Laslew Liies

APRIL 2 - 9

SUNDAY, APRIL 2
9:30 A.M.
Palm Sunday Worship Service

FRIDAY, APRIL 7

7:00 P.M.
Good Friday Worship and Communion Service

$21.50 each

\ Make Checks Payable to First Church of Christ
;% In check memo please write FLOWERS
- \

Orders Due by March 7, 2022

Sign Up Sheet is Located in the Lobby

™
N
o
N

SUNDAY, APRIL 9
Easter Sunrise Breakfast « 8:00 A.M.

Easter Worship Service * 9:30 A.M.
**No Sunday School

OO



IN
THE NAME OF

37 Annual Sermons Ala Carte

A Lenten Sermon Series
Presented by the Cherokee County Ministerial Association
Worship & Lunch at Noon Wednesdays During Lent
February 22 - March 29"

Service: 12:05pm = 12:30pm
Lunch: 12:30pm = Cost $5.00

Memorial Presbyterian Church
127 E Willow Street

February 22 March 15
“What’s in a Name?” “Atoning Sacrifice”
Pastor Jonathan Caldwell — Pastor Jeff Harris—
Memorial Presbyterian Church, Cherokee First Baptist/Mount Olive Baptist Church,
Cherokee
March 01 March 22
“Jesus the Savior of the World” “Prince of Peace”
Pastor Mike Agnew— Pastor David Hall—
St. Paul’s Methodist Church, Cherokee First Church of Christ
March 08 March 29
“Christ/Anointed One: “Emmanuel”
. P.astor Jonathan Riggert— Pastor Tyler Stauffer—
Trinity Lutheran Church, Cherokee Oakdale Evangelical Free Church

2023 Ecumenical Giving:
Crossroads of Western Iowa (formerly Cherokee County Work Services),
C.A.P. Food Pantry, CAASA, Mid-Sioux, Cherokee Hospice, and CCMA



My Mood God'’s Voice
*  Hopeful *  John3:6
e Anxious e  Jeremiah 29:11
*  Courageous *  Philippians 4:13
*  Peaceful e  Psalms23:4
*  Helpless *  Romans 8:28
*  Angry *  Psalms23:1
«  Forgiven *  Psalms23:6
*  Hurting *  Psalms23:s
e  Tired e Psalms23:3
*  Strong *  Psalms 4:6
e Afraid *  Matthew 12:20
* Love e Psalms37:8
*  Worry *  Johni4:27
e Guilt  1John4:7
* Joy e @Galatians 3:26
e Power * Johnis:14
*  Depressed *  Psalmsi18:31
+ Life e Matthew 11:28

‘& Spring Adult Bible Study

JAMES

,v
3

FAITH THAT WORKS /4

‘i‘ |
i s

We all want a faith that won't let us down in times
of trouble or loss, uncertainty or fear. A faith that
can pull us through the worst—and best—times in
our lives. This is the kind of faith that James writes
about. It is a faith that we must practice day by
day. This exciting study on the teaching of James
will help us grow a steadfast faith that can carry
us through all the ups and downs of life.

Invite a friend and join us this, and each Tuesday
morning!

6 VERSES TO PRAY OVER
“YOUR KIDS

SELF (ONTROL

l Pefer 5:

COURAGE

Joshua 1:9

HELP FROM THE HOLY SPIRTT

John 7:38-3%9a

OPPORTUNTTIES 0 DO GOOD

Galatians 610

OVERCOME EVIL

‘ Romans 12:21

) L0VE COD AND OTHERS

Matthew 22:37-39

www.ameliarhodescom ]

= Matthew 516
/IN?H\\
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March Activities

March 1 - Sermons Ala Carte “Savior of the World” Pastor Mike Agnew
12:05 p.m. @ Memorial Presbyterian

March 1 - Bible Buddies @ 6:30 p.m.

March 3 - Global Day of Prayer

March 4 - Men's Monthly Breakfast @ 8:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall

March 7 - Midweek Bible Study @ 10:30 a.m.

March 8 - Sermons Ala Carte “Christ Anointed One” Pastor Jonathan Riggert
12:05 p.m. @ Memorial Presbyterian

March 8 - Bible Buddies @ 6:30 p.m.

March 9 - Homemakers 9:30 a.m.

March 12 - Daylight Savings Time Begins

March 14 - Midweek Bible Study @ 10:30 a.m.

March 15 - Sermons Ala Carte “Atoning Sacrifice” Pastor Jeff Harris
12:05 p.m. @ Memorial Presbyterian

March 15 - Esther Circle @ 1:30 p.m.

March 18 - MCS Birthday Party @ 2 p.m.

March 21 - Midweek Bible Study @ 10:30 a.m.

March 22 - Sermons Ala Carte “Prince of Peace” Pastor David Hall
12:05 p.m. @ Memorial Presbyterian

March 22 - Bible Buddies @ 6:30 p.m.

March 28 - Midweek Bible Study @ 10:30 a.m.

March 29 - Sermons Ala Carte “Emmanuel” Pastor Tyler Stauffer
12:05 p.m. @ Memorial Presbyterian

March 29 - Bible Buddies @ 6:30 p.m.



Chronological Bible Reading Plan

March
L Numbers 14-15; Psalm 90 l Deuteronomy 21-23
A Numbers 16-17 H Deuteronomy 24-27
(A Numbers18-20 l Deuteronomy 28-29
A Numbers 21-22 H Deuteronomy 30-31
(A Numbers 23-25 H Deuteronomy 32-34, Psalm 91
(INumbers 26-27 JJoshua1-4
I Numbers 28-30 (JJoshuas-8
A Numbers 31-32 (DJoshua9-11
(INumbers 33-34 JJoshua12-15
(INumbers 35-36 (JJoshua16-18
H Deuteronomy 1-2 (DJoshua19-21
H Deuteronomy 3-4 (DJoshua 22-24
d Deuteronomy 5-7 :l.ludges 1-2
d Deuteronomy 8-10 :l.ludges 3-5
d Deuteronomy 11-13

d Deuteronomy 14-16
d Deuteronomy 17-20
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