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But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: that the older men be
sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; the older women likewise, that
they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things--
that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, [to be]
discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may
not be blasphemed. Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, in all things showing
yourself [to be] a pattern of good works; in doctrine [showing] integrity, reverence,
incorruptibility, sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may be
ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you. (Titus 2:1-8 NKJV)

We must know who we are!
Jesus gave us the “Keys to the Kingdom”.
For this reason |, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles-- if indeed you have heard of
the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you, how that by revelation He
made known to me the mystery (as | have briefly written already, by which, when you read, you
may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in other ages was not made
known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and
prophets: that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His
promise in Christ through the gospel, of which | became a minister according to the gift of the
grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power. To me, who am less than the
least of all the saints, this grace was given, that | should preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what [is] the fellowship of the mystery, which
from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus
Christ; to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church
to the principalities and powers in the heavenly [places], according to the eternal purpose
which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with
confidence through faith in Him. Therefore | ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations
for you, which is your glory. (Ephesians 3:1-13 NKJV)

Doctrine: The authoritative teaching of the Truth

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,
and in prayers. (Acts 2:42 NKJV)

We need to renew our minds
We live in a culture that tells us to “feel” rather than “think”.
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that
you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance
in the saints, (Ephesians 1:17-18 NKJV)
The Church must have a common view of what we believe.
but if | am delayed, [| write] so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. (1
Timothy 3:15 NKJV)
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We stand for truth
When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, "Who do
men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" So they said, "Some [say] John the Baptist, some Elijah,
and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say that | am?"
Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." (Matthew 16:13-
16 NKJV)
Scripture and the interpretation of it rests on sound doctrine
We do not interpret scripture to mold it into our Doctrine...rather sound Doctrine molds our
interpretation of scripture into the revelation of truth
For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not [use] liberty as an opportunity for the
flesh, but through love serve one another. (Galatians 5:13 NKJV)
“It is hard to live right if one’s faith in God is wrong”
(Augustine, City of God)

Page 2 of 2



