
FATHER'S DAY MESSAGE 

Passing the Baton of Faith 

God's Faithfulness from Generation to Generation 

Psalm 119:89-96; Ephesians 6:4 

Fathers have a responsibility to teach their children the faith, trusting in the 
faithfulness of God that endures from generation to generation. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Christian life is often compared to a race. 

But parenting is more like a relay race. 

Each generation receives a baton from the generation before them. 

The question is not whether the race will continue. 

The question is whether we will pass the baton faithfully. 

Psalm 119:90 declares: 

"Your faithfulness endures to all generations; You have established the earth, 
and it stands fast." 

What a powerful promise. 

Governments rise and fall. 

Cultures change. 

Technology advances. 

Families experience victories and heartbreaks. 

But one thing never changes: 

God's faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 



Today, as we honor fathers, we celebrate not only what fathers do, but what God 
does through faithful fathers. 

I. GOD'S FAITHFULNESS IS THE FOUNDATION OF EVERY 
GENERATION 

Psalm 119:90 

"Your faithfulness endures to all generations." 

The Hebrew word for faithfulness is 'emunah', meaning steadfastness, 
reliability, trustworthiness. 

God is faithful because it is His nature to be faithful. 

He doesn't become faithful. 

He is faithful. 

The faithfulness of God is not dependent upon: 

• Perfect parents 
• Perfect children 
• Perfect circumstances 

His faithfulness flows from His character. 

Illustration 

Imagine a lighthouse standing against a storm. (SHOW PICTURE)  

The waves crash. 

The wind blows. 

The darkness surrounds. 

Yet the lighthouse remains. 

That is God's faithfulness. 

Generation after generation, He remains the same. 



Application 

Some fathers carry regret. 

Some wish they had done things differently. 

Some wonder if they have done enough. 

This verse reminds us: 

Your children's future does not rest solely upon your perfection. 

It rests upon God's faithfulness. 

II. FATHERS HAVE A DIVINE RESPONSIBILITY 

Ephesians 6:4 

"Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord." 

Paul specifically addresses fathers. 

Not because mothers are unimportant. 

But because God has entrusted fathers with a unique spiritual responsibility. 

Notice this is not a suggestion. 

It is a command. 

The command is active. 

God is not merely saying: 

"Don't do something." 

He is saying: 

"Do something." 

Teach. 



Lead. 

Disciple. 

Model. 

Encourage. 

Pray. 

A Sobering Reality 

Research consistently shows the influence fathers have on their children. 

Studies show that children with engaged fathers tend to perform better 
academically, avoid many destructive behaviors, and become healthier adults. 

Even more importantly, fathers have tremendous influence on the spiritual 
direction of their children. 

One study found that when fathers actively practice their faith, the likelihood that 
children will continue faithfully following Christ dramatically increases. 

Why? 

Because children often learn faith not merely from what is taught. 

They learn faith from what is modeled. 

Application 

Your children need more than provision. 

They need spiritual leadership. 

Your greatest legacy will not be what you leave to your children. 

It will be what you leave in your children. 

III. CHILDREN LEARN WHAT THEY SEE 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 



"These words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall 
teach them diligently to your children." 

Notice the order. 

God's Word must first be in your heart before it reaches theirs. 

Children can spot hypocrisy from a mile away. 

They watch: 

• How Dad treats Mom. 
• How Dad responds to stress. 
• How Dad handles failure. 
• How Dad worships. 
• How Dad prays. 
• How Dad serves. 

Illustration 

A father once told his son: 

"Son, always walk in my footsteps." 

One day the boy replied: 

"Dad, I already am." 

Whether we realize it or not, someone is following our example. 

Application 

The greatest sermon many children will ever hear is the life their father lives. 

IV. THE GREATEST THREAT TO THE NEXT GENERATION IS 
SPIRITUAL PASSIVITY 

One of the most alarming realities today is not hostility toward Christianity. 

It is apathy. 

Many fathers provide everything except spiritual leadership. 



We attend games. 

We attend practices. 

We attend meetings. 

But sometimes neglect the eternal priorities of our homes. 

Joshua 24:15 

"As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

Joshua didn't delegate spiritual leadership. 

He embraced it. 

Questions Every Father Must Ask 

• Am I praying for my children? 
• Am I leading my family spiritually? 
• Am I prioritizing worship? 
• Am I teaching God's Word? 
• Am I living what I profess? 

The faith of the next generation is often shaped by the priorities of this generation. 

V. THE GOOD NEWS: GOD IS WORKING EVEN WHEN WE FEEL 
INADEQUATE 

Many fathers hear a message like this and feel discouraged. 

They think: 

"I've failed." 

"I've made mistakes." 

"I wasn't there enough." 

"I didn't do enough." 

The good news is this: 



God's faithfulness is greater than your failures. 

Biblical Examples 

Abraham made mistakes. 

David made mistakes. 

Jacob made mistakes. 

Yet God continued working through imperfect fathers. 

Illustration 

God writes straight lines with crooked sticks. 

He delights in using imperfect people to accomplish His perfect purposes. 

Application 

Don't allow guilt over yesterday to keep you from obedience today. 

Start where you are. 

Pray today. 

Lead today. 

Teach today. 

Trust today. 

CONCLUSION 

The race is still being run. 

The baton is still being passed. 

And God's faithfulness still endures from generation to generation. 

Fathers, your responsibility is clear: 



Teach the faith. 

Model the faith. 

Live the faith. 

Pass on the faith. 

But remember: 

You do not carry this burden alone. 

The same God who was faithful to your parents. 

The same God who was faithful to Abraham. 

The same God who was faithful to David. 

The same God who was faithful to Paul. 

Will be faithful to your children. 

Because His faithfulness endures forever. 

CALL TO ACTION 

Today I want to challenge every father with three questions: 

1. Are you intentionally leading your family spiritually? 
2. Are you modeling the faith you want your children to embrace? 
3. What step can you take this week to strengthen your spiritual influence 

at home? 

Today is not about being a perfect father. 

It is about being an obedient father. 

Because faithful fathers pass the baton, but faithful God carries the next 
generation. 

Closing Statement 



"Your children may not remember every lesson you teach, but they will 
remember the faith you live. And when fathers faithfully pass the baton, 
God's faithfulness carries it from generation to generation." 

 


