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Worship Notes for Visitors & Members 
Welcome to worship - Welcome to all, and especially to our visitors, we are glad 
you are here today, and hope that you will worship with us again soon and often.  
Please fill out an attendance card and place it in the offering plate.  These will aid 
our record-keeping. Thank you. Large print bulletins are available from an usher in 
the narthex.  “It is good to worship the Lord together, and to come into his presence with 
thanksgiving.” Psalm 95 

 

Welcome children - Jesus said “Let the children come to me.”  Children are        
welcome and encouraged to worship here at St. Paul.  We rejoice that they are 
among us; however, if you need it, our nursery is available at all services and you 
can hear the service on audio.  An usher will guide you. 

 

St. Paul welcomes all to the Communion Table.  Christ is the Host and the Meal.  
Come, taste, and see that the Lord is good.  Grape juice is available for those who     
prefer it rather than wine. Children and those choosing not to receive Holy       
Communion are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. 

 

There are restrooms located in the basement of this building and on the ground 
floor of the hallway leading to our fellowship hall and on each floor of the             
educational building. 

PARTICIPANTS 
MINISTERS                        The People of God 
PASTOR                                                Rev. John Shipman 
ORGANIST                Marvis McNeil 
ASSISTING MINISTER 5:30 p.m.  
 9:00 a.m. Alayna Krey 
LECTOR 5:30 p.m. Sue Keyes 
 9:00 a.m. Richard Miller 
FELLOWSHIP VOLUNTEERS 5:30 p.m. Sue Robb 
 9:00 a.m. Janice Boboltz 
USHERS & GREETERS   5:30 p.m. Patti Byce
 9:00 a.m. Steve and Andrea Dutcher
  Jesse and Jessica O’Neil 
ACOLYTE 9:00 a.m. Emily Smith 
ALTAR CARE             Patti Byce and Carol Kindt 
 

  We thank all participants for enriching our worship service. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Worship Service 
celebrates and shares God’s love and compassion 

727 S. 2nd, Alpena, MI 49707 
Phone 989-356-1658 

www.stpaul.org 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Whoever does not carry the cross and  
follow me cannot be my disciple.”   

Luke 14:27 

 
 

September 3, 2022 - 5:30 p.m. 
September 4, 2022 -  9:00 a.m. 

http://www.stpaul.org/
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GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 3, 2022 - 5:30 p.m. 
September 4, 2022 - 9:00 a.m. 

 

Congregational responses are printed in bold; Additional items for the 9:00 a.m. 
service only are printed in blue.) 
 
Welcome!  Celebrations of birthdays, Anniversaries and a time to welcome our 
guests.  The offering will be received at the back and front of the church building.   
We ask that you fill out the communion card and place it in the offering plate in 
the front or back of the church before you depart the church.  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
(Please Stand) 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us be-
yond our days.  Amen. 
 
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.  We have harmed your good creation.  We 
have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you.  Turn us in a 
new direction.  Show us the path that leads to life.  Be our refuge and strength on 
the journey,  through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 
us all our sins.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name.  Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN “Lift High the Cross” (Red) #660 
 
GREETING 
Pastor: The free gift of grace in Jesus Christ, the reconciling love of God, and the life 
and peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
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Please note: The Prayer Shawl Ministry is meeting on Wednesday, September 7 at 6:00 PM in the lounge. 

 

Next weekend, September 10th & 11th, is T-Shirt Weekend/Friendship Weekend/God’s Work Our Hands 

Weekend.  Wear your favorite T-shirt and invite a friend! 

 

Mark Your Calendars!  C.I.A. will begin gathering on Sundays beginning September 11th!  We will meet 

on the 2nd and 4th Sundays each month during the 10:30 a.m. service.  Come join us! 

 

The next Bazaar Meeting is Monday, September 12th at 5:30 p.m.  We hope to see you there.   

 

The Adventure Club will meet on Sunday September 18th from 1:00 - 3:00 PM at Dinosaur Gardens in 

Ossineke.  Meet at the church at 12:30 PM to carpool.  Bring your  spirit of adventure and hope as you   

explore and share your faith through fun and adventure within this intergenerational educational experi-

ence.  The  Adventure Club welcomes everyone from   1 - 105 years old.   

 

The Safe Talk training will take place on September 24th, from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm.  The class should take 

about 3 ½ hours for the presentations concerning suicide intervention. The participants will need to       

preregister via Eventbrite.  People in attendance must be at least 15 years old (15-17 year old must have 

parental approval). There will be availability for more people. Contact the office if you are interested. 

The Soul Sisters will also be going kayaking again on September 14th at 6:00 p.m., weather permitting. 

We will meet at Sytek Park on Bagley Street.  Come join us and bring a friend!   

 

Reminder:  The Church Office will be closed on Monday, September 5th, for Labor Day. 

 

St. Paul’s Eucharistic Ministry: We have trained Eucharistic Ministers who will take communion kits to 

shut-ins on a regular basis. Questions? Contact Esther Kindt at 471-2274.     
 

Join us for our Autumn Educational Opportunities, which run September 21 through October 28.  Pastor 

John will hold a Bible Study on Matthew and Miss Nena will lead a Book Study on “Fearless, Ordinary 

Women of the Bible who dared to do Extraordinary Things,” by Angela Donadio. Each class length will be 

1 hour.  Pastor John’s Class will meet on Wednesdays at 1:00 and 5:30 PM and Miss Nena’s class will also 

meet on Wednesdays at 5:30 PM.  Please call the office so we know how to plan/books to order. 

 

WEEK AT A GLANCE: SEPTEMBER 4 - 11, 2022 

SUN. Sunday Worship/HC – 9:00 a.m.; Fellowship – 10:00 a.m.; Contemporary Service and Children’s 

Church – 10:30 a.m. 

MON. Labor Day;  Church Office Closed 

TUES. Forget-Me-Nots – 12:00 p.m. (at Church Picnic Grounds), Education Committee – 5:30 p.m.; Cub 

Scouts – 5:30 p.m.; Gnomes – 6:00 p.m.; Boy Scouts – 6:30 p.m. 

WED. Property Committee – 5:30 p.m.; Prayer Shawl – 6:00 p.m. 

THURS.   Men’s Fellowship (JJ’s) –7:00; Chair Yoga – 3:00; Outreach - 5:00 ; Yoga – 5:30; Girl Scouts – 6:00  

FRI.  Line Dancing – 11:00 a.m.; Tech Talks – 3:00 p.m. 

SAT.     Fellowship – 4:30 p.m.; Worship/HC – 5:30 p.m. – T-Shirt Weekend! 

SUN. Sunday Worship/HC–9:00 (T-Shirt Weekend and God’s Work our Hands Sunday); Fellowship–10:00;  

Contemporary Service and Children’s Church –10:30 a.m.; C.I.A. – 10:30 a.m. 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church celebrates and shares God’s love and compassion.   

  

WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: Arnold Moggie, Annette Wade, Zay, Shirley Jones, Sandra Chris-

topherson, Lisa Hilberg, Larkin Kerby, George & Dena Stevens, Harrison Hoppe, Susan Kaiser, William Tay-

lor, John Wegmeyer, Eleanor Sumerix, Gus Schultz, Elaine Kingsbury, Myra Gapske, Meredith (Colby) 

Smith, Peter Roznowski, Dorothy LaFleche, Sally Barney, Donna Kowalski, Joel Foster, Nancy Chrzan, 

Hattie Sheppler, Lori Ludwig, Phyllis Robb, Eugene Brooks, Don Kirschner, Bodo Hanson, Roy Sommerfeld, 

Sutton Badder, Marian Dove, Dolores Sumerix, Eleanor Schellie, Audrey Reck, Deb Lange, Bernice Menck, 

Annette Jones, and Karen Wallace. ARMED SERVICES: Michael Emington, Dominick Christou, Sawyer 

Hein, Rachael Mayes, Brandon Sloan, Andrew Hein, Lauren Hoeksema, Alexander Gould, Mandy Killing-

beck, Jacqueline Crimmins, Ashley (Dingman) Grant, Charles Tudor, Justin A. Smith, and Maragely Hein.   
  

We remember our prayer partners in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod: Ascension Lutheran Church, 

Saginaw, Rev. Julie Bailey. 

 

We pray for the Dynamic Ministries here at St. Paul Lutheran Church.  This week we specifically pray for 

the Random Acts of Caring & Kindness (RackM) Ministry. 

                                                                                                                                                                              

THE FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL (foot of the cross) are given to the glory of God. 

 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE       END OF JUNE    YEAR TO DATE                                                                                                                             

Saturday (08/27)   5:30 p.m.          58 Income           28,881.40      158,352.75               

Sunday (08/28)     9:00 a.m.  50  Expenses        27,763.66     160,330.90  

10:30 a.m.    12 Difference        1,117.74                   (-1,978.15)  

Total                        120                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

The N/W Lower MI WELCA Synod Mini Retreat will be held on Saturday, September 24, at Immanuel Lu-

theran Church located at 727 Fuller Ave., Big Rapids, Michigan. There will be fellowship opportunities, elec-

tion of officers, Bible Study, lunch and a worship service.  The cost is $10 payable at the door.  Please RSVP to 

Ann Rundhaug at 231-938-1607 or prund@freeway.net. 

 

Our September Service Activity is Lincoln Elementary School. Items needed: Children’s leggings (size 

small), markers, crayons, white board markers and folders. Please leave items on the altar.  Thanks. 

 

The Forget-Me-Nots will meet next on Tuesday, September 6th at the church picnic grounds for a time of 

fellowship.  Bring your own picnic lunch and beverage.  Hope to see you there!  Call Ann with any ques-

tions, (989) 590-2055. 

 

Attention all Singers!  At long last we are going to be starting choir again.  If you like to sing, please consid-

er joining us.  Rehearsals will begin Wednesday, September 14, from 6:00- 7:00 p.m. Questions? Contact 

Marty Cantleberry at 989-354-5504. 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  The Harvest Dinner will be on Thursday, September 22nd. Plan now to attend this event 

and enjoy great fellowship and a delicious meal.  The donation sheet is enclosed in the bulletin. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all 
our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and 
finally, by your mercy, brings us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
FIRST READING:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 15“See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you 
obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by 
loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, de-
crees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God 
will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away 
and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I 
declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land 
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to wit-
ness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20 loving the Lord your God, 
obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so 
that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob.”  
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 1 (Read Responsively)  
Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked or take the path that sinners 
tread or sit in the seat of scoffers,  
but their delight is in the law of the Lord,  and on his law they meditate day and 
night.  
They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and 
their leaves do not wither.  In all that they do, they prosper. 
The wicked are not so but are like chaff that the wind drives away.  
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment nor sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous, 
for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will 
perish. 
 
SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21 
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To our beloved coworker 
Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church in 
your house: 
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

      2 
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4 I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your 
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the partner-
ship of your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good that we share 
in Christ. 7 I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, be-
cause the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to do 
the right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do 
this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you 
for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprison-
ment. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to 
me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him 
with me so that he might minister to me in your place during my imprisonment for the 
gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your good 
deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he 
was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back for the long 
term, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to 
me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If 
he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. 19 I, Paul, 
am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me 
even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Re-
fresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, know-
ing that you will do even more than I ask. 
 
The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please Stand) 
Gospel Acclamation 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with 
bread for the journey.  Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors 
with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING HYMN “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me”                    (Red) #860 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103345 
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People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
(Pleased be seated) 
HOLY COMMUNION                                                                                 
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table.  Christ is both the host and the meal.  Come, taste 
and see that the Lord is good.  Those not receiving Communion are invited forward for a 
blessing.  There is grape juice for those who prefer it. 
 
“Lamb of God” 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
“Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” 
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with him, and he turned and said to 
them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and chil-
dren, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever 
does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether 
he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not 
able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to 
build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against an-
other king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to 
oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then 
while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of 
peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all 
your possessions.  

4 
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The Gospel of Our Lord.     Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
(Please be seated) 
SERMON “Carry the Cross”             Pastor John Shipman   
 
(Please stand) 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Will You Come and Follow Me” (Red) #798 
          (vs. 1, 4 & 5) 
            
Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

 People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
             I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin  Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

            He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

       *Universal 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH God of grace, 
             hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING IS BEING RECEIVED IN THE BACK & THE FRONT OF THE 
CHURCH BUILDING 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs.  Make 
of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through 
Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.  Amen. 
 
(Please stand) 
 
(Sung at the 9:00 a.m. service.) 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all plac-
es offer  thanks and praise . . . (concluding)  we praise your name and join their unend-
ing hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

 
EUCHARISTIC BLESSING 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 
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