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Worship Notes for Visitors & Members 
Welcome to worship - Welcome to all, and especially to our visitors, we are glad you 
are here today, and hope that you will worship with us again soon and often.  Please fill 
out an attendance card and place it in the offering plate.  These will aid our record-
keeping. Thank you. Large print bulletins are available from an usher in the narthex.  “It 
is good to worship the Lord together, and to come into his presence with thanksgiving.” Psalm 95 

 

Welcome children - Jesus said “Let the children come to me.”  Children are welcome 
and encouraged to worship here at St. Paul.  We rejoice that they are among us; how-
ever, if you need it, our nursery is available at all services and you can hear the service 
on audio.  An usher will guide you. 

 

St. Paul welcomes all to the Communion Table.  Christ is the Host and the Meal.  
Come, taste, and see that the Lord is good.  Grape juice is available for those who      
prefer it rather than wine. Children and those choosing not to receive Holy Communion 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. 

 

There are restrooms located in the basement of this building and on the ground floor of 
the hallway leading to our fellowship hall and on each floor of the educational building. 

 
PARTICIPANTS 

MINISTERS                                 The People of God 
PASTOR                                                        Rev. John Shipman 
ORGANIST                                                                         Marvis McNeil 
CHOIR DIRECTOR                                                              Marty Cantleberry 
ASSISTING MINISTER 5:30 p.m.                                     Carol Kindt 
 9:00 a.m.       Barb Szczesniak 
LECTOR 5:30 p.m.                                              Myra Gapske 
 9:00 a.m.                  Barb Szczesniak 
FELLOWSHIP VOLUNTEERS 5:30 p.m.                                                       Joan Smolinski 
 9:00 a.m.      Nancy Clark, Joanne Huggler 
USHERS & GREETERS   5:30 p.m.         Dennis & Sherry McDonald 
 9:00 a.m.            Cathy Kieliszewski, Tim Moggie
                             Jeff Ciupka, Dennis & Lori Dziesinski 
ACOLYTE 5:30 p.m.                                                        Evan Peterson 
 9:00 a.m.                                    Alayna Krey 
ALTAR CARE                    Sue Moggie, Jessica O’Neil, Karen Wekwert, Shirley Kowalski 

  We thank all participants  for enriching our worship service. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Worship Service 

celebrates and shares God’s love and compassion 
727 S. 2nd, Alpena, MI 49707 

Phone 989-356-1658 
www.stpaul.org 
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GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 The Second Sunday after Pentecost 

June 10, 2023 - 5:30 p.m. 
June 11, 2023 - 9:00 a.m. 

 

Congregational responses are printed in bold. 
 
Welcome! Celebrations of birthdays, anniversaries and a time to welcome our 
guests.  We ask that you fill out the communion card and place it in the offering 
plate.  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
(Please Stand) 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose 
word never fails, whose promise is sure. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 
 
Righteous God,  
we confess that we have sinned.  We have failed to be honest.  We have lacked the 
courage to speak.  We have spoken falsely. We have squandered your blessings.  In 
the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 
us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN   “Morning Has Broken”                 (Red) #556 

 

  
GREETING 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

           
Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being.  By the    
power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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The Adventure Club is hosting a Fishing Frenzy at Paxton Quarry on Sunday, June 18th from 3:00 – 

5:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome!  Contact the church office for details and registration for the event. 

 

Worship on the Beach.  We will celebrate the final Saturday of each month (June 24, July 29, August 

26 and September 30) at 7:00 P.M.  You are invited to bring a friend, a beverage of choice, a lawn 

chair, snacks and a joyful spirit.  Saturday Night services will continue at 5:30. We will carpool from 

the church and travel to the beach property at 6:30.  The service and time of fellowship will last from 

7:00-9:00.  If there is rain, we will reschedule.  

 

Pastor John and Nena are inviting you to come to their house for a Fireside Chat in June on the 25th 

from 5:00-7:00.  We will sit by the firepit by the river (or in the house or gazebo) and talk about life, 

hope, grace, and the love of God (no agenda).  This is a gift from Nena and I, so nothing is required to 

be part of this experience.  Come for 15 minutes or for 2 hours.  

 

Our June Service Activity is Alpena Baby Pantry. The items needed are: diapers – all sizes, baby wipes, 

formula – all types, baby food, bath supplies, clothes – premie to 4T, and bedding.  Please leave your 

donation items on the altar. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

The Parade Committee is looking for donations of summer parade friendly candy, flavor ice type pop-

sicles, and small water bottles to pass out at the parade.  Please drop items to the church office.  Also 

needed are volunteers to help make decorations, assemble the float, and ride or walk with the 

float.  Please contact Joanne, 989-356-6532, if you can help or have any questions. 

 

Looking for a few drivers who would be willing to help carpool church members to and from church.  

If you are interested in helping, please contact Scott Brooks at 989-590-2091. 

  

WEEK AT A GLANCE: JUNE 11—18, 2023 

SUN. Sunday Worship/HC – 9:00 a.m.; Fellowship – 10:00 a.m.; Contemporary Service & Children’s 

Church and C.I.A. (Youth) - 10:30 a.m. 

MON. Line Dancing – 2:00 p.m.;  E.T.A. – 5:00 p.m. 

TUES. Gratitude Lunches – 9:00 a.m.; Stephen Ministry – 10:00 a.m.; Air Rifle – 5:30 p.m.; Soul Sisters 

Kayaking – 5:30 p.m.; Boy Scouts – 6:30 p.m. 

WED. Women’s Breakfast (at JJ’s) – 7:30 a.m.; Daniel Bible Study (Pastor John) – 1:00 & 5:30 p.m.; “I’m 

Waiting God” Bible Study (Nena) – 5:30 p.m. 

THURS. Newsletter Deadline; Men’s Breakfast (at JJ’s) – 7:00 a.m.; Chair Yoga – 3:00 p.m.; Air Rifle 

Team – 5:30 p.m.; Recovery Yoga – 5:30 p.m. 

FRI.  Line Dancing – 11:00 a.m. 

SAT.     Fellowship – 4:30 p.m.; Worship/HC -5:30 p.m.  

SUN. Sunday Worship/HC – 9:00 a.m.; Fellowship – 10:00 a.m.; Contemporary Service & Children’s 

Church – 10:30 a.m.; The Adventure Club Fishing Frenzy – 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. (at Paxton Quarry) 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church celebrates and shares God’s love and compassion.   

  

WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: Mary Senchuk, Blake Good, Robert Minton, Pastor Dan 

Deutsch, Pat Brown, Margie Hoppe, Kathy Cole, Laura Kieliszewski, David Hunt, Bob Laity, 

Beth Moore, Deb Dewar, Kalvin Urban, Steve Gould, David Reeves, John Wegmeyer, Sandy 

Wozniak, Annette Wade, Evelyn Green, Sam Weis, Tom Christou, Geri Hanson, William Taylor, 

Kaye Rembowski, Mya Hall, Keeley Knapp, Don Urban Sr., Billiejo Foster, Gus Schultz, Elaine 

Kingsbury, Sally Barney, Joel Foster, Nancy Chrzan, Phyllis Robb, Eugene Brooks, Bodo       

Hanson, Sutton Badder, Marian Dove, Dolores Sumerix, Audrey Reck, Bernice Menck, and    

Karen Wallace. (Prayer is the best medicine and we are prepared to pray indefinitely for folks. Would you 

please help the church office keep our list current?  Unless we know otherwise, our normal practice is to 

remove names after a month. Thank you for your partnership in prayer.) 

  

We remember our prayer partners in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod: St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, East Lansing, Rev. Carl Ballard. 

  

We pray for the Dynamic Ministries here at St. Paul Lutheran Church.  This week we           

specifically pray for the Crafters. 

 

THE FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL (foot of the cross) are given in memory of Marion Seguin, 

on her birthday, from Barb, Kathy, and families. 

 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE       END OF APRIL  YEAR TO DATE                                                                                                                             

Saturday (06/03)         5:30 p.m.         66   Income           25,356.51       98,273.31                  

Sunday ( 06/04)           9:00 a.m.         87 Expenses        23,113.99        116,902.33 

          10:30 a.m.        20 Difference         2,242.52              (18,629.02)         

Total                                  173                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

Pastor John and Miss Nena have planned Summer Educational Opportunities, that will run 

through June 28th!  Pastor John’s Class meets on Wednesdays at 1:00 PM and 5:30 p.m. and Miss 

Nena’s class also meets on Wednesdays at 5:30 PM.  Pastor John will do a Bible Study on Daniel, and  
Miss Nena will do a Bible Study - “I’m Waiting God, Finding Blessings in God’s Delays” by Barb Roose 
(DVD).  Please call the church office to sign up. 
 

The Soul Sisters have Kayaking Adventures planned on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Tuesday now 

through September, weather permitting.  So, for June, that will be on the 13th (at the Duck Park) 

and the 27th.  For locations, borrowing kayaks, or questions please call Sue Robb, 989-354-8673.  

 

Exciting news! St. Paul now has its very own mobile app! Stay connected with us and access all 

the latest updates, sermons, and events right from your phone. You can search the store for      

"St Paul Alpena" or contact media@stpaul.org if you need assistance. Adam will be happy to 

help! 
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(Please be seated) 
FIRST READING:  Hosea 5:15-6:6 
15I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my 
face.  In their distress they will beg my favor: 
6:1 “Come, let us return to the Lord, for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he 
has struck down, and he will bind us up. 2 After two days he will revive us; on the 
third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. 3 Let us know, let us press 
on to know the Lord; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the 
showers, 
like the spring rains that water the earth.” 4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 
What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew 
that goes away early. 5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; I have killed them 
by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. 6 For I desire 
steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 50:7-15 (Read Responsively)  
“Hear, O my people, and I will speak, O Israel, I will testify against you. I am God, 
your God. 
Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you; your burnt offerings are continually    
before me. 
I will not accept a bull from your house or goats from your folds.  
For every wild animal of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.  
I know all the birds of the air, and all that moves in the field is mine. 
“If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and all that is in it is mine.  
Do I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats?  
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the Most High.  
Call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” 
 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 (Sunday 9:00 a.m.) 
13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For 
the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 16 For 
this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it 
may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also 
to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is writ-
ten, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in 
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do 
not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of 

      2 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 He did 
not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as 
dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s 
womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able 
to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteous-
ness.” 23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake 
alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Je-
sus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over for our trespasses and was raised 
for our justification. 
 
The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please Stand) 
Gospel Acclamation 

      3 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your    
banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who 
is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”          (Red) #836 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Share the harvest.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103345 
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Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
 
“Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” 
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26  
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-
collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 
10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were 
sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his    
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he 
heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not 
come to call the righteous but sinners.” 
18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt     
before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, 
and she will live.” 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then 
suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came 
up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she was saying to herself, “If I 
only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, 
“Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well 
from that moment. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players 
and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but 
sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he 
went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread 
through all of that district.  
 
The Gospel of Our Lord.     Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
(Please be seated) 
SERMON                                                 “If Only”    Rev John Shipman 
 
(Please stand) 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “Healer of Our Every Ill”                      (Red) #612 
               
Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 
 People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

             I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin  Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
            He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
       *Universal 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH God, in your mercy, 
             hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always.    And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that 
the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
(Please stand) 
(Sung at the 9:00 a.m. service.) 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all plac-
es offer  thanks and praise . . . (concluding)  we praise your name and join their unend-
ing hymn: 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

EUCHARISTIC BLESSING 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us: 

People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
(Pleased be seated) 
HOLY COMMUNION                                              
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table.  Christ is both the host and the meal.  Come, taste 
and see that the Lord is good.  Those not receiving Communion are invited forward for a 
blessing.  There is grape juice for those who prefer it. 
 
“Lamb of God” 
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