Worship Notes for Visitors & Members
Welcome to worship - Welcome to all, and especially to our visitors, we are glad
you are here today, and hope that you will worship with us again soon and often.
Please fill out an attendance card and place it in the offering plate. These will aid
our record-keeping. Thank you. Large print bulletins are available from an usher in
the narthex. “It is good to worship the Lord together, and to come into his presence with
thanksgiving.” Psalm 95

Welcome children - Jesus said “Let the children come to me.” Children are
welcome and encouraged to worship here at St. Paul. We rejoice that they are
among us; however, if you need it, our nursery is available at all services and you
can hear the service on audio. An usher will guide you.

St. Paul welcomes all to the Communion Table. Christ is the Host and the Meal.
Come, taste, and see that the Lord is good. Grape juice is available for those who
prefer it rather than wine. Children and those choosing not to receive Holy
Communion are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.

There are restrooms located in the basement of this building and on the ground
floor of the hallway leading to our fellowship hall and on each floor of the
educational building.

PARTICIPANTS
MINISTERS The People of God
PASTOR Rev. John Shipman
ORGANIST Marvis McNeil
ASSISTING MINISTER 5:30 p.m. Carol Kindt
9:00 a.m. Danielle McDonald
LECTOR 5:30 p.m. Sue Keyes
9:00 a.m. Cathy Kieliszewski
FELLOWSHIP VOLUNTEERS 5:30 p.m. Sue Robb and Jodie Lahti
9:00 a.m. Janice Boboltz
USHERS & GREETERS 5:30 p.m.
9:00 am.
ACOLYTE 9:00 a.m.
ALTAR CARE Deanna Spencer, Marty Cantleberry, Carol Kindt

We thank all participants for enriching our worship service.

St. Paul Lutheran Church
Worship Service

celebrates and shares God’s love and compassion
727 S. 2™ Alpena, M1 49707
Phone 989-356-1658

www.stpaul.org

A Stephen Ministry Congregation

The Word
became flesh
and made his
dwelling among
us. We have
seen his glory,
the glory of the

One and Only,
who came from
the Father, full
of grace and
truth.

-John 1:14 -

January 1, 2022 - 5:30 p.m.
January 2, 2022 - 9:00 a.m.


http://www.stpaul.org/

There will be a Men’s Retreat on January 28 & 29%. Mark your calendar and call the
church office, which will help us with planning. Thanks!

Singles At St. Paul are meeting the first Thursday of every month at 6:00 P.M. in
Pastor John’s office. We have a short time of study and then we travel to a local
business, restaurant, etc. for some time of relaxed conversation. Please come and be part
of this new ministry and invite your friends. It is open to singles from 18 — 100. We
meet next on January 6,

The men meet every Thursday morning at JJ’s at 7:00 a.m. This is a great time of dis-
cussion and celebration of God at work in the church. Come and be part of this gospel
expression.

The Adventure Club is a new educational vision that meets on the third Sunday each
month from 5:30 -6:30 p.m. The will meet next on Sunday, January 16t at 5:30 p.m.
The theme will be “.” Join us for fun, adventure, and food within this intergenerational
educational experience for ages 1 — 105!

St. Paul’s Eucharistic Ministry: We have trained Eucharistic Ministers who will take
communion kits to shut-ins on a regular basis. Questions? Contact Bernie at 595-6835.

Come join us for weekend Fellowship. On Saturday Night we meet before the service at 4:30
for coffee and baked goods until 5:20. Fellowship for the 9:00 service and the 10:30 service will
occur in-between the service time. Everyone is invited to join us.

WEEK AT A GLANCE: JANUARY 2 -9, 2022

SUN. Worship/HC - 9:00 a.m.; Contemporary Service and Children’s Church-
10:30 a.m.; Jr./Sr. High Sunday School —10:30 a.m.

MON. Line Dancing—2:00 p.m.; Girl Scouts —6:00 p.m.

TUES. Education Committee — 5:30 p.m.; Prayer Shawl - 6:00 p.m.; Cub/Boy Scouts —
6:30 p.m.

WED. Property Committee —7:00 p.m.

THURS. Men’s Fellowship (J]’s) — 7:00 a.m.; Yoga — 5:30 p.m.; Girl Scouts — 6:00 p.m.;
Singles at St. Paul — 6:00 p.m.

FRI. Line Dancing - 11:00 a.m.

SAT. Fellowship —4:30 p.m.; Worship/HC - 5:30 p.m.

SUN. Worship/HC - 9:00 a.m.; Fellowship — 10:00 a.m.; Contemporary Service and
Children’s Church - 10:30 a.m.; Jr./Sr. High Sunday School —10:30 a.m.




St. Paul Lutheran Church celebrates and shares God’s love and compassion.

WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: Betty and Donald Kirschner, Stacey Mikesch, Tim,
Dawn & Mitchel Havercroft, Kenneth and June Sylvester, Gary Rich, Karen Morton, Kelci
Ghiata, Skyler Kilcrease, Jim Miller, Randy Donakowski, John Tinker, Gladys Kelsey,
Nathan LeTourneau, Maryanna Miller, Bodo Hanson, Pete Creguer, Roy Sommerfeld,
Dorothy Carr, Melissa Smith, Sutton Badder, Marian Dove, Dolores Sumerix, Amy Waite,
Charlie Busuttil, Eleanor Schellie, Megan Schleben, Audrey Reck, Tim Grossman, Deb
Lange, Bernice Menck, Annette Jones, and Karen Wallace. ARMED SERVICES: Michael
Emington, Dominick Christou, Sawyer Hein, Rachael Mayes, Brandon Sloan, Lauren
Hoeksema, Alexander Gould, Andrew Hein, Mandy Killingbeck, Jacqueline Crimmins,
Ashley (Dingman) Grant, Charles Tudor, Abigail Miller, Justin A. Smith, and Maragely
Hein.

We remember our prayer partners in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod: St. John
Lutheran Church, Lake City, Rev. Russell Logston, United Methodist Church.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE END OF OCT. YEAR TO DATE

Saturday (12/25) 5:30 p.m. Income 26,514.41 252,615.69

Sunday (12/26) 9:00a.m. 35 Expenses  26,707.26 249,864.70
10:30 a.m. 13 Difference (192.85) 2,750.99
Total

THE FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL are given to the glory of God.
Recovery Yoga is meeting on Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. only. Please come join us.

The January Service Activity is
Items needed:
Please place your items on the altar.

The Scholarship Committee is very grateful to those that have brought in their bottle
returns, we ask that you keep them coming! The bottle returns can be place in the janitorial
closet next to the elevator on the Mirre street side. There is a sign on the door for less
confusion. Please contact Val Urban 356-4613 if you have questions.

Please don’t forget to re-cycle the canning jars and rings from this year’s bazaar. They can
be brought to the “Jar Room” across from  the lounge anytime. Thank you.

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
The Second Sunday of Christmas
January 1, 2022 - 5:30 p.m.
January 2, 2022 - 9:00 a.m.

Congregational responses are printed in bold; Additional items for the 9:00 a.m.
service only are printed in blue.)

Welcome! Celebrations of birthdays, Anniversaries and a time to welcome our
guests. The offering will be received at the back and front of the church building.
We ask that you fill out the communion card and place it in the offering plate in
the front or back of the church before you depart the church.

CALL TO WORSHIP

(Please Stand)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who sends the word with angels, who is made
flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth. Amen.

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. We seek
what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.
We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your pow-
erful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in word or deed,
may reflect your love born among us.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (Red) #283

GREETING

Pastor: The free gift of grace in Jesus Christ, the reconciling love of God, and the
life and peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

People: And also with you.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray: We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of
bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love
with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN

“Joy to the World” (Red) #267
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate
Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14

7 For thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the
chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel.” ® See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and
gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here.
? With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
""For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for
him. '*> They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant
over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young
of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall
never languish again. > Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I
will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. '* I will give the priests their fill
of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

(Pleased be seated)

HOLY COMMUNION
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Christ is both the host and the meal. Come, taste
and see that the Lord is good. Those not receiving Communion are invited forward for
a blessing. There is grape juice for those who prefer it.

“Lamb of God”
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace. Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all plac-

es offer thanks and praise . . . (concluding) we praise your name and join their unend-
ing hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
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EUCHARISTIC BLESSING

LORD'S PRAYER
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:

8

PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20 (Read Responsively)

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!

For he strengthens the bars of your gates; he blesses your children within you.
He grants peace within your borders; he fills you with the finest of wheat.

He sends out his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly.

He gives snow like wool; he scatters frost like ashes.

He hurls down hail like crumbs— who can stand before his cold?

He sends out his word, and melts them; he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow.
He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes and ordinances to Israel.

He has not dealt thus with any other nation; they do not know his ordinances.
Praise the Lord!

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, *just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. ° He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to
the good pleasure of his will, ® to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely be-
stowed on us in the Beloved. ' In him we have redemption through his blood, the for-
giveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace ® that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and insight ? he has made known to us the mystery of his will, accord-
ing to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, '° as a plan for the fullness of time,
to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. ' In Christ we have
also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, '? so that we, who were
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. * In him you
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had be-
lieved in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; '*this is the
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his

glory.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)
Gospel Acclamation
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The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 1:10-18
' He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did

The Gospel of Our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON “Grace and Truth” Pastor John
(Please stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY “What Child Is This” (Red) #296

Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Universal

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  Merciful God,
receive our prayers.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING IS BEING RECEIVED IN THE BACK & THE FRONT OF THE
CHURCH BUILDING

OFFERING PRAYER

not know him. !' He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept Let us pray. Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As
him. '* But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you
become children of God, "* who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of offer at this table and renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our
the will of man, but of God. Savior. Amen.

4 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory (Please stand)

as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. * (John testified to him and cried out,
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he
was before me.””) '® From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace '’ The law
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. '* No one
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has

made him known.

(Sung at the 9:00 a.m. service.)
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING



