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Message Notes – May 3, 2020


JESUS THROUGH THE EYES OF JOHN
Moment of Truth
By David Mitchell (AGIF Executive Director)

Scripture : John 18: 28-39 (NIV) 
Jesus Before Pilate
28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?” 30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.” 31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” “But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. 32 This took place to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die. 33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” 36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”


GENERAL IDEA – What is truth, what does Jesus say is the truth, and how can we know if that is true?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Have you had an opportunity to talk about faith and belief with someone with different religious background from you? (Think about - How did you start the conversation and how did you get past any difficult parts?)

In verse 37, Jesus says that, “In fact, the reason that I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth.”  What do you understand the truth to be that Jesus came to tell the world?  

In response to Jesus’ statement, Pilate replied, “What is truth?”  Pilate didn’t show any curiosity in Jesus’ statement, like saying, “please tell me more.” Instead, he was instantly dismissive, likely believing that truth is relative - it didn’t matter to him if the Jewish leaders had their version of the truth and Jesus had his.  What do you think?  Is there such as thing as non-conditional, non-situational truth?

In John 14:6, Jesus says, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  In other words, Jesus says he is the truth and he is the only truth.  Do you find that statement objectionable? Why might others find it offensive?  How might you respond to one who says, “I don’t believe that there is only one truth.”

Perceiving and knowing the full “truth” of God is hard, perhaps even impossible.  In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul refers to this as “seeing through a glass, darkly.”  What are some ways that we as Christians, or as ones who want to explore the idea of Christianity, can better explore the truth of God?  Is it possible that we can ever fully understand and perceive God?

What is a specific truth about God - something that Jesus claimed to be true in John or one of the other Gospels, that you want to read about, pray about, and discuss in the week ahead?

Challenge:
Pray about specific people in our lives whom we hope can hear the truth - truth as revealed in the Bible and in Jesus’ teachings. Pray for the courage to engage in open-hearted discussions with them about truth and belief. Pray that God will put the right words on our tongues so that others will receive this with open minds and open hearts.
