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But when it was all done, David was 
overwhelmed with guilt because he had counted 
the people, replacing trust with statistics. And 
David prayed to God, “I have sinned badly in 
what I have just done. But now God forgive my 
guilt—I’ve been really stupid.”
2nd Sam 24:10 MSG
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Once again God’s anger blazed out 
against Israel. He tested David by 
telling him, “Go and take a census 
of Israel and Judah.” So David gave 
orders to Joab and the army 
officers under him, “Canvass all the 
tribes of Israel, from Dan to 
Beersheba, and get a count of the 
population. I want to know the 
number.”
2 SAMUEL  24: 1MSG
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Now Satan entered the scene 
and seduced David into taking a 
census of Israel. David gave 
orders to Joab and the army 
officers under him, “Canvass all 
the tribes of Israel, from Dan to 
Beersheba, and get a count of 
the population. I want to know 
the number.” 
1 CHRONICLES 21:1M SG

TEST                            
TEMP TATION



And we know that God 
causes everything to 
work together for the 
good of those who love 
God and are called 
according to his purpose 
for them.
ROM ANS 8 :28 NLT
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You intended to harm 
me, but God intended it 
all for good. He brought 
me to this position so I 
could save the lives of 
many people.
G ENE SIS 50: 20 N LT



God blesses those who patiently endure testing 
and temptation. Afterward they will receive the 
crown of life that God has promised to those who 
love him.

JAMES 1:12 NLT
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But Joab resisted the king: “May your God 
multiply people by the hundreds right before the 
eyes of my master the king, but why on earth 
would you do a thing like this?”

JAMES 1:12 NLT
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GRACE



And remember, when you are being tempted, do not say, 
“God is tempting me.” God is never tempted to do 
wrong,and he never tempts anyone else. 
Temptation comes from our own desires, which entice us 
and drag us away. 
These desires give birth to sinful actions. And when sin is 
allowed to grow, it gives birth to death.
JAMES 1:13-15 NLT
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But when it was all done, David was 
overwhelmed with guilt because he had counted 
the people, replacing trust with statistics. And 
David prayed to God, “I have sinned badly in 
what I have just done. But now God forgive my 
guilt—I’ve been really stupid.”
2nd Sam 24:10 MSG
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Gad came to deliver the message: “Do you want three years of 
famine in the land, or three months of running from your enemies 
while they chase you down, or three days of an epidemic on the 
country? Think it over and make up your mind. What shall I tell the 
one who sent me?”
David told Gad, “They’re all terrible! But I’d rather be punished by 
God, whose mercy is great, than fall into human hands.”

PSALMS 103:8 NLT
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The Lord is compassionate and merciful, slow to 
get angry and filled with unfailing love.

PSALMS 103:8 NLT
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LET US PRAY
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