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BEST SERMON EVER

“I’ve never heard anything like
this before.”™

Q Matthew
a verified listener
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WE NEED TO RETHINK GOD’S COMMANDS
We need to recognize that they are God'’s gift to us, not hardship.
They are designed for us to know God well
They are designed for us to see our desperate need for Him
Meant for us to enjoy relationship with Him
They're meant to show us a better way to live.

If you want to know where your heart is, just look where you're spending.
It can be more difficult to be faithful when we are prosperous than when
we are suffering.

In these seasons, things can become our “treasure,” rather than God.

MATTHEW 6:19-24 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also. 22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is
healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your
whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how
great is the darkness! 24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

- Jesus is asking us: Will you put your confidence in people and things or
will you submit yourself to me alone? The Gift-Giver or the gift?

1. DO NOT LAY UP TREASURE ON EARTH
Jesus knew that more than anything else, money would be the door that
would lead us away

MATTHEW 6:21 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
2. LAY UP TREASURE IN HEAVEN.
PSALM 67 “May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to

shine upon us, Selah 2that your way may be known on earth, your saving
power among all nations.3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the



peoples praise you! 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the
peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Selah 5 Let the peoples
praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 6 The earth has yielded its
increase; God, our God, shall bless us.7 God shall bless us; let all the ends of the
earth fear him!“

« God blesses His people for the sake of His praise among all people.

GENESIS 12:1-3 “Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your
kindred and your father’s house to the land that | will show you. 2 And | will make
of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. 3 | will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you |
will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

« God blesses His people for the sake of His praise among all people.

GENESIS 26:4 to Isaac- “| will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and
will give to your offspring all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of
the earth shall be blessed...”

GENESIS 28:14 to Jacob- “Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth,
and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and
to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be
blessed...”

EXODUS 14:4 “And | will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them, and |
will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that |
am the Lord.”

« God blesses His people for the sake of His praise among all people.

DANIEL 3:28-29 “Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God

of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his
servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king's command, and yielded

up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 29
Therefore | make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that speaks anything
against the God of shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for
there is no other god who is able to rescue in this way.”

PSALM 23:1-3 “The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.2 He makes me lie down
in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 3 He restores my soul. He leads
me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.”

ISAIAH 43 “Fear not, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are
mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through the
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned, and the flame shall not consume you...you are precious in my eyes, and



honored, and | love you,.. whom | created for my glory...”

EZEKIEL 36:22-23 “It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that | am about to act,
but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations
to which you came. 23 And | will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which
has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among
them. And the nations will know that | am the Lord, declares the Lord God, when
through you | vindicate my holiness before their eyes.”

« God blesses His people for the sake of His praise among all people.

ACTS 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth.”

REVELATION 7:9-12 “After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no
one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb.”

One main danger - We are prone to disconnect God'’s blessing in our lives
from God'’s purpose for our lives.
While the blessings of God are good, if we disconnect them from their
intended purpose, the sad result is a self-centered Christianity that misses
the entire point.

God loves me so that His Glory might be known among all the peoples of the
earth.

The blessing of God is not intended to center on me. The blessing of God is
intended to spread through me.



