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The Glory of God Alone



Colossians 3:18-25

18 Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become 
discouraged. 22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do 
it, not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with 
sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work 
at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since 
you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. 
It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will be 
repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism.
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I. The Glory of God Alone in History



Excommunicated 1521



“Hitherto I have not been, and am not now 
inclined to take a wife. Not that I lack the 
feelings of a man, (for I am neither wood 
nor stone), but my mind is averse to 
marriage because I daily expect the death 
of a heretic.”

Luther











“You must come to my wedding. I have made 
the angels laugh and the devils weep.” 



“You must come to my wedding. I have made 
the angels laugh and the devils weep.” 

“My lord, Katie and I invite you to send a 
barrel of the best Torgau beer, and if it is not 
good you will have to drink it all yourself.”



“God has willed and caused my act, for I 
neither love my wife nor burn for her but 
esteem her highly.”

Two Weeks



“My Katie is in all things so obliging and 
pleasing to me that I would not exchange my 
poverty for the riches of Croesus.”

One Year



“I thought that I would never see my wife and 
little children again. How much pain that 
distance and separation caused me! …Since, 
by God’s grace, I have recovered, I now love 
my dear wife and children all the more…”

Near the end of his life



“Who would not be sorrowful and mourn for so noble 
a man as was my dear lord who much served not only 
one city or a single land but the whole world? Truly I 
am so distressed I cannot tell my great heart sorrow 
to anyone.… If I had a principality and an empire, it 
would never have cost me so much pain to lose them 
as I have now that our Lord God has taken from me 
this dear and precious man.” 

(Katherine Luther- April 2, 1546)



The Glory of God Alone

One main Question

Did Christ give two “ways of life" to his 
church, or one way?



The Babylonian Captivity



“The works of monks and priests, however holy and 
arduous they be, do not differ one whit in the sight of God 
from the works of the rustic laborer in the field or the 
woman going about her household tasks, but all works 
are measured before God by faith alone…Indeed, the 
menial housework of a manservant or maidservant is 
often more acceptable to God than all the fasting and 
other works of a monk or priest, because the monk or 
priest lacks faith.”

Luther



“If all a believer does and grows out of faith is done for 
the glory of God, then all dualistic distinctions are 
demolished.  There are no higher/lower, sacred/secular, or 
first class/second class. Calling means that everyone, 
everywhere, and in everything fulfills his or her…callings 
in response to God’s (primary) calling. For Luther, the 
peasant and the merchant—for us the business person, 
the teacher, the factory worker, and the television anchor
—can do God’s work (or fail to do it) just as much as the 
minister and the missionary.”

Oz Guiness



Westminster Shorter Catechism

 "What is the chief end of man?” 

“Man's chief end is to glorify God 
and to enjoy him forever.” 



One main Question

Did Christ give two “ways of life" to his 
church, or one way?



Response:

There is only ONE way of life, a life that 
is lived to the Glory of God.



Response:

There is only one way of life, a life that 
is lived to the Glory of God

“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you 
do, do all for the glory of God.”

1 Cor. 10:31
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The Glory of God Alone

Colossians 3:18-25



The Glory of God Alone

II. The Glory of God Alone in Scripture
Colossians 3:18-25

1. There is a holistic nature of vocation.

2. There is a realistic nature of vocation.



The Glory of God Alone

1. There is a holistic nature of vocation.

“…and whatever you do, do it for the 
glory of God.”

I Cor. 10:31



Colossians 3:18-25

18 Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become 
discouraged. 22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, 
not only when their eye is on you and to curry their favor, but with 
sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at 
it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 
24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 
reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong 
will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism.



The Glory of God Alone

What am I supposed to do?



The Glory of God Alone

Vocation is first of all about what God does.



The Glory of God Alone

Vocation is first of all about what God does.

“Masks of God”



"What else is all our work to God—whether in the fields, 
in the garden, in the city, in the house, in war or in 
government—but just such a child’s performance, by 
which He wants to give His gifts in the fields, at home, 
and and everywhere else? These are the masks of God, 
behind which He wants to remain concealed and do all 
things. …He could give children without using men and 
women. But He does not want to do this. Instead, He joins 
man and woman so that it appears to be the work of man 
and woman, and yet He does it under the cover of such 
masks.”

Luther commentary Psalm 147



“Who has ever given to God, that God should repay 
him?  For from him and through him and to him are 

all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.”

Romans 11:35-36



“God doesn’t need your good works. Your neighbor does.”  

God says, “If you want to serve me, serve your neighbor.” 



“Who has ever given to God, that God should repay 
him?  For from him and through him and to him are 

all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.”

Romans 11:35-36
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1. There is a holistic nature of vocation.
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The Glory of God Alone

2. There is a realistic nature of vocation.



The Glory of God Alone

2. There is a realistic nature of vocation.
22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, 
not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but with 
sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23 Whatever you 
do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an 
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you 
are serving. 



The Glory of God Alone

What do you do when your vocation, 
your role becomes drudgery?
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2. There is a realistic nature of vocation.

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for men.”  v. 23



Colossians 3:23

“Whatever you do, work at it with 
all your heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for men.”  



The Glory of God Alone

Yes, your work matters to God!
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