


Noise in the House of God
Ecclesiastes 5:1-7



Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

1 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is 
better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are 
doing evil. 2 Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a 
word before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your 
words be few. 3 For a dream comes with much business, and a fool's voice with 
many words. 4 When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no 
pleasure in fools. Pay what you vow. 5 It is better that you should not vow than 
that you should vow and not pay. 6 Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do 
not say before the messenger that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at 
your voice and destroy the work of your hands? 7 For when dreams increase and 
words grow many, there is vanity; but God is the one you must fear. 



What is this passage about?

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

 How we approach God in worship.

The posture of the heart in the presence of God.

Noise in the House of God



Why is it important?

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

Because religious activity can coexist with spiritual shallowness.
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People can:
• Attend worship
• Speak spiritual language
• Make promises to God
• Appear devout

…while their hearts remain unguarded, hurried, 
manipulative, or self-centered.



What is this passage about?

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

The posture of the heart in the presence of God.

Noise in the House of God



I. The Danger of Careless Worship (5:1-3)

II. The Danger of Careless Promises (5:4-6)

III. The Cure for Carelessness (5:7)

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7
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I. The Danger of Careless Worship (5:1-3)

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7
Noise in the House of God

Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is better 
than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing 
evil. 2 Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word 
before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be 
few. 3 For a dream comes with much business, and a fool's voice with many words.

 “Talk less, Listen more!” 
Many words can hide a shallow heart.



I. The Danger of Careless Worship (5:1-3)
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Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is better 
than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing 
evil. 2 Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word 
before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be 
few. 3 For a dream comes with much business, and a fool's voice with many words.

The Preacher moves from observation to confrontation. He’s no longer 
simply describing life’s vapor — he’s addressing God’s people directly.

“Talk less, Listen more!”



I. The Danger of Careless Worship (5:1-3)
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Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is better 
than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing 
evil. 2 Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word 
before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be 
few. 3 For a dream comes with much business, and a fool's voice with many words.

Here’s the danger:  
Religion can be loud and still be hollow.
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Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is better 
than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing 
evil. 2 Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word 
before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be 
few. 3 For a dream comes with much business, and a fool's voice with many words.

You can sing loudly and not be listening.  
You can pray publicly and not be trembling.  

You can attend church weekly and never actually draw near.
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evil. 2 Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word 
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I. The Danger of Careless Worship (5:1-3)
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APPLICATION

• In the car or in the metro pray for your time with God and His people.  
• In the five minutes before the service starts — instead of scrolling, pray. 
• When you sing — ask, “Do I mean these words?” 
• In small group prayer — listen before you jump in. 
• In your personal devotions 



I. The Danger of Careless Worship (5:1-3)
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APPLICATION

In a world of vapor, worship must not become vapor. 
Slow down. Listen.



II. The Danger of Careless Promises (5:4-6)
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4 When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure in fools. 
Pay what you vow. 5 It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and 
not pay. 6 Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say before the messenger 
that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice and destroy the work of 
your hands? 
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4 When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure in fools. 
Pay what you vow. 5 It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and 
not pay. 6 Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say before the messenger 
that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice and destroy the work of 
your hands? 

The danger here is not rebellion — it is impulsive religiosity.  
The kind that feels sincere in the moment but evaporates in real life.



II. The Danger of Careless Promises (5:4-6)

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7
Noise in the House of God

4 When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure in fools. 
Pay what you vow. 5 It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and 
not pay. 6 Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say before the messenger 
that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice and destroy the work of 
your hands? 

Because worship without obedience becomes hypocrisy.
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4 When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure in fools. 
Pay what you vow. 5 It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and 
not pay. 6 Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say before the messenger 
that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice and destroy the work of 
your hands? 

Because worship without obedience becomes hypocrisy.

God is not impressed by passionate speech. 
He is honored by faithful obedience.
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We are not crushed by Ecclesiastes 5

We are corrected by it — and driven to Christ by it. 
Because the only reason we can approach the God who is in 
heaven is that Christ has already secured our access.



III. The Cure for Carelessness (5:7)
Ecclesiastes 5:1-7
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7 For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; but God is 
the one you must fear.
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7 For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; but God is 
the one you must fear.

In a world that feels elusive, the fear of God is solid ground. When 
everything under the sun feels fleeting, reverence restores weight.



III. The Cure for Carelessness (5:7)
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7 For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; but God is 
the one you must fear.

In a world that feels elusive, the fear of God is solid ground. When 
everything under the sun feels fleeting, reverence restores weight.

Vanity grows where reverence shrinks. 
When God becomes small, life becomes thin. 
When God becomes weighty again, worship becomes real.



APPLICATION

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

He requires that He become weightier in your imagination, 
than your anxieties..
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• When you make decisions about your career. 
• When you choose how to spend your money. 
• When you decide how to use your time in a transient city. 
• When you are tempted to compromise integrity because “this is just a season.” 
• When no one is watching.



APPLICATION
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When God is rightly feared, there is a proper posture of the heart 
in the presence of God.  Words decrease, Obedience increases.
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Gospel Lent Conclusion

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

“Guard your steps.”
“Let your words be few.” 
“God is in heaven and you are on earth.” 
“Fear God.”
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Gospel Lent Conclusion

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

Because in a world of vapor, 
reverent worship IS solid ground.
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