


"He who hung the earth in place is hanged. He who fixed the heavens
in place is fixed in place. He who made all things fast is made fast on

| atree. The sovereign is insulted. God is murdered. The King of Israel is
destroyed by an Israelite hand. This is the One who made the heavens
and the earth, and formed mankind in the beginning. The One
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SUNDAY, HOW WAS HE IN THE TOMB

THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS? proclaimed by the Law and the Prophets.."
Melito of Sardis

@ 2nd century Bishop of Smyrna
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“The Christian church rests on the resurrection of its Founder. Without this fact the church =~

could never have been born, or if born, it would soon have died a natural deach. The miracle of ;
the resurrection and the existence of Christianity are so closely connected that they must stand or
fall together. If Christ was raised from the dead, then all his other miracles are sure, and our faith

is impregnable; if he was not raised, he died in vain and our faith is vain. It was only his :
resurrection that made his death available for our atonement, justification and salvation; without »
the resurrection, his death would be the grave of our hopes; we should be still unredeemed and
under the power of our sins. A gospel of a dead Saviour would be a contradiction and wretched
delusion. This is the reasoning of St. Paul, and its force is irresistible. he resurrection of Christ is
therefore emphatically a test question upon which depends the truth or falsehood of the
Christian religion. It is either the greatest miracle or the greatest delusion which history records.”

Philip Schaft
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JUSTIFICATION

* ACT OF GOD: a legal declaration in which God pardons the

sinner of all his sins and accepts and accounts the sinner as

righteous in His sight. God declares the sinner righteous at the
very moment that the sinner puts his trust in Jesus Christ

* BASIS: God justifies the sinner solely on the basis of the
obedience and death of His Son, our representative, Jesus
Christ. Christ’s perfect obedience and full satisfaction for sin
are the only ground upon which God declares the sinner
righteous




JUSTIFICATION 25
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PROPITATION

o Propltlatlon means “averting the wrath of God by the offermg of a ;

~ gift.” It refers to the turning away of the wrath of God as the ; just
~ judgment of our sin by God’s own provision of the sacnﬁce of ]esus :
Chr1st on the cross.

* “For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the -
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a

propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show
God's righteousnes's, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over former sins.” (Romans 3:22b—25) |

FOR ALL HAVE AND FALL SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD, AND ARE JUSTIFIED BY HIS GRACE AS A GIFT,

THROUGH THE REDEMPTION THAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS

ROMANS 3:23-24




REDEMPTION

e In the Bible, redemption often involves réstoring people to
their family or transferring possessions back to their rightful
owner. Biblical authors also use redemption more broadly to
describe liberating people from situations of distress or death

* It a possession is lost or stolen, the owner might show proof
that it once belonged to them in order to get it back. Or they
might have to pay to recover what they’Ve lost. That’s one
way the Bible talks about redemption. -

REDEMPTION

* “For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glbry of God,

and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is'in Christ
Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by
faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over former sins. (Romans 3:22b-25)”

* Redemption is the act of gaining possession of something in exchange for
‘payment of a debt. Jesus, God the Son, suffered the penalty of the sins of all
mankind on the Cross so that those who believe in Him would be reunited with
God the Father ' :

* Question: do you pay a big price for something that is not valuable?




RECONCILATION

* Romans 5:10 “For if while we ‘Were enemies we were _
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now
that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.”

* Reconciliation is the end of the estrangement, caused by

original sin, between God and humanity. John Calvin
describes reconciliation as the peace between humanity and
God that results from the expiation of religious sin and the
propitiation of God's wrath. ‘

BUT YOU HAVE
RECEIVED THE SPIRIT
OF ADOPTION AS SONS,




ADOPTION

* Romans 8:15 “For you did not receive the spirit of slavery

to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of

'))

adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father

* Adoption indicates that the believers who were enslaved
to another master, namely sin, were given in adoption by

God 0

* We are now part of the family of God




