¢ “The meaning of the ‘temptation story’ is not so much that Jesus
was put in the way of sin and resisted; rather, the story is about
Jesus' acceptance of his mission ... The Jesus who confronts us is
not simply the one who has been tempted, but the one who has
emerged from his ordeal ... Jesus was tested to see whether he
was prepared to renounce the easy way of power and public
success and obediently tfread the hard road marked out by
Isaiah’s servant ... The ‘get behind me Satan’ ... remark shows
that Jesus faced an ordeal that tried him to the uttermost.”

e Jeremias, Joachim (2012). New Testament Theology. SCM Press.
74-75.
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Purpose of Parables

Consider how stories disarm resistance - that is why sharing our
personal testimonies are so impactful

Reveal and conceal truth (Lk 19:11-12; Matt 13:1-17)
Engender memory (Lk 10:25-37)

Persuade—or sift (Matt 21:45)

Fulfill prophecy (Matt 13:35)

Lay claim to deity (Matt 22:2)

:
e @ picture.

PUrpose and Function

Like a window

e Like a punchline of a joke or a punch in the gut.
e Jeffrey Arthurs suggests that we learn how to pass the punch along.

e Like holy sandpaper
e Like an ellipsis.
e Like indirect lighting.
e Like the point of an arrow in a chiasm.
e Like seeds planted in sail.

e Like a political, religious, and social subversion.










As part of his campaign, Jesus told stories.... They were, for the most
part, not simply “illustrations,” that is, preachers’ tricks fo decorate an
abstract thought or complicated teaching. If anything, they were the
opposite. Jesus’ stories are designed to tease, to clothe the shocking
and revolutionary message about God's Kingdom in garb that would
leave the listeners wondering, trying to think it out. They were stories
that, eventually, caused Israel’s leaders to decode his rich message in
such a way as to frame a charge against him, either of blasphemy,
sedition, or “leading the people astray.” Whatever the parables are,
they are not, as children are sometimes taught in Sunday school,
“earthly stories with heavenly meaning.” Rather, they were expressions
of Jesus’ shocking announcement that God’s Kingdom was arriving on
earth as in heaven.

N. T. Wright, Simply Jesus, 87-88
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Parables as Subversion

e Parables don't just illustrate truth.They challenge how we see reality.

e "“Parables offen contain a deep structure of subversion, calling conventional ways of viewing reality
and valuing things into question... announcing that the kingdom Christ proclaims is based on new
values, emphasizing divine grace over human merit.”

(Ryken, Dictionary of Biblical Imagery)

e What Jesus subverts:

e Politically: the oppressed
e Culturally: agrarian assumptions
e Socially: honor/shame; rich/poor

e Religiously: elite vs. people of the land

e Racially: Jew, Gentile, Samaritan

How Subversion Works in Parables

e Jesus subverts by:

¢ Using familiar images and characters (Who plays the “God role” in
the story?)

e Making unexpected connections(Lk 10:25-37; 12:16-21; 15:1-32;
18:9-14)

¢ Result: Parables often polarize the hearers. They expose hearts,
not just minds.




How Subversion Works in Parables

e Jesus subverts by:

e Using familiar images and characters (Who plays the “God role” in the story?)

AUTHORITY FIGURE

(king, father, master, land owner, lender)

"4 N

POSITIVE SUBORDINATE NEGATIVE SUBORDINATE

(slave, subject, debtor, manager, son)

e Making unexpected connections(Lk 10:25-37; 12:16-21; 15:1-32; 18:9-14)

e Result: Parables often polarize the hearers. They expose hearts, not just minds.




“Parables sound absolutely ordinary; casual stories about soil and
seeds, meals and coins and sheep, bandits and victims, farmers and
merchants. And they are wholly secular; of his forty or so parables
recorded in the Gospels, only one has its setting in church and only a
couple mention the name God. As people heard Jesus tell these
stories, they saw at once that they weren’'t about God, so there was
nothing in them threatening their own sovereignty. They relaxed their
defenses. They walked away perplexed, wondering what they meant,
the stories lodged in their imagination. And then, like a bomb, they
would explode in their unprotected hearts. An abyss opened up at
their feet. He was talking about God; they had been invaded.”

Peterson, The Contemplative Pastor, 32.
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NEXT LEVEL: SUPPLEMENT TO SESSION 8
WHERE ARE THESE SUBVERSIVE STORIES

Mark Scott

NOTE #1: Justifiable lists can be found in books that interpret the parables as well as
places such as the NIV Study Bible under Lk. 15 (1570-1571) or the Snodgrass article in
Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels (595). In chronological order:

Parable:

Lamp Under the Bowl
Wise & Foolish Builders

New Cloth on Old Garment
New Wine in Old Wineskins

Sower and the Soils
Wheat and Tares
Mustard Seed
Yeast

Hidden Treasure
Valuable Pearl
Fisherman's Net
Owner of the House
Lost Sheep
Unmerciful Servant
Workers in the Vineyard
Two Sons

Tenants

Wedding Banquet
Fig Tree

Faithful and Wise Servant
Ten Virgins

Talents (and minas)
Sheep and Goats
Growing Seed
Watchful Servants
Moneylender

Good Samaritan
Friend in Need
Rich Fool
Unfruitful Fig Tree
Lowest Seat

Matthew

5:14-15
7:24-27
9:16
9:17
13:3-8, 18-23
13:24-30, 36-43
13:31-32
13:33
13:44
13:45-46
13:47-50
13:52
18:12-14
18:23-34
20:1-16
21:28-32
21:33-44
22:2-14
24:32-35
24:45-51
25:1-13
25:14-30
25:31-46

Mark
4:21-22

2:21
2:22

4:3-8, 14-20

4:30-32

12:1-11

13:28-29

4:26-29
13:35-37

Luke

8:16; 11:33
6:47-49
5:36
5:37-38
8:5-8, 11-15

13:18-19

15:4-7

20:9-18

21:29-31
12:42-48

19:12-27

12:35-40
7:41-43
10:30-37
11:5-8
12:16-21
13:6-9
14:7-14
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Parable Matthew
Great Banquet

Cost of Discipleship

Lost Coin

Lost (prodigal) Son

Shrewd Manager

Rich Man and Lazarus

Master and his Servant

Persistent Widow

Pharisee and Tax Collector

NOTE #2: The above list does not include passages such as:

The Strong Man Bound 12:29-30
Father and Children's Requests 7:9-11
Two Ways and Two Doors 7:13-14
Thief in the Night 24:42-44
Good and Bad Trees 7:16-20

Good Shepherd (Jn. 10:1-18)
True Vine (Jn. 15:1-8)

Or passages such as small similes, e.g. Mk. 7:17

Mark

3:22-27

Luke
14:16-24
14:28-33
15:8-10
15:11-32
16:1-8
16:19-31
17:7-10
18:2-8
18:10-14

11:21-23
11:11-13
13:23-27
12:39-40
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BibleProject Guide

Introduction to the
Sermon on the Mount

Contents

About

The Literary Design of the
Sermon on the Mount

God’s Kingdom in the Story
of the Bible

Sermon on the Mount
Intro to the Sermon on the Mount Waiting for God’s Kingdom

Jesus Announces the
Kingdom’s Arrival

If you've heard about Jesus of Nazareth,
you likely know he was a famous
teacher, and his most well-known More Resources
words, recorded in the “Sermon on the

Mount,” have shaped countless lives.

Some of his teaching has become

proverbial, statements such as “Love

your neighbor as yourself” or “Do unto

others what you would have them do to

you.” The Sermon on the Mount is short,

only three chapters long, but its
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timeless ideas and images continue to

endure.
In this guide, you can learn about the

big picture of Jesus’ central teaching
and explore related videos, podcast
episodes, and more.

The Big Idea

The Sermon on the Mount is the
most complete record we have of
Jesus’ announcement about the
arrival of God’s Kingdom,
promising that God’s presence
and blessing is available to
everyone.

Context

Matthew places the Sermon on the
Mount within his larger narrative about
Jesus that takes place in Jerusalem,
Judea, Galilee, and the surrounding
occupied lands of the Greco-Roman
Empire between approximately 4 B.C.E.
and 35 C.E. The book was likely
composed sometime between 55 and
90 C.E.

Key Themes

https://bibleproject.com/guides/introduction-to-the-sermon-on-the-mount/#the-literary-design-of-the-sermon-on-the-mount
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« Renewing the human vision for
the “good life”

« Righteousness as right-relating
with God and neighbors, including
enemies

« Real life in God’s peaceful,
generous kingdom

Structure

e The Sermon on the Mount can be
divided into three main sections:

« Opening descriptions of the good,
blessed ways of life

« The main body of the speech,
which describes nature and
activity of of right-relationships
compelled by love

« A conclusion that invites listeners
to choose how they will respond

The Literary Design
of the Sermon
on the Mount

The Sermon on the Mount is not a
random collection of teaching snippets.
These are Jesus’ core teachings,

https://bibleproject.com/guides/introduction-to-the-sermon-on-the-mount/#the-literary-design-of-the-sermon-on-the-mount
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organized intentionally to help readers
understand emphasis points and to aid
memorization. Readers can identify a
tree-part repeated structure to the
sermon. It contains three major
sections, and the middle section (main
body) itself has three parts, and each
middle part breaks into three parts, as
well.

RS

5:17-20 6:1-4 6:19-34

NN\I/Z ] A
A S
5:21-32 :5-15 7:1-11

n I )

5:33-48 6:16-18 7:12

At the center of the center section, we
read the famous prayer Jesus taught his
followers with.

Matthew 6:9-10 NASB

9 “Pray, then, in this way:

‘Our Father, whois in
heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.

10 “Your kingdom come.

https://bibleproject.com/guides/introduction-to-the-sermon-on-the-mount/#the-literary-design-of-the-sermon-on-the-mount
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Your will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.

God’s Kingdom in
the Story of the Bible

So for Jesus, what does it mean for
God’s Kingdom to come to Earth? To
answer, we first remember that Jesus is
Jewish and grew up meditating on the
Hebrew Bible, the sacred Scriptures of
Israel. They told the story of God and
his way of life in a heavenly kingdom
along with humanity and its ways of life
in its own kingdoms on Earth.

God first creates a well-ordered world
where the kingdom of God and Earth
were one, and he appoints humans to
rule on his behalf. When humans rule
with God’s wisdom and love — that is,
when justice and peace prevail, and
love compels all to care for one another
generously — they are experiencing
God'’s Kingdom and God’s will being
done here on Earth as it is in Heaven
(Genesis 1). But that’s no easy task.
Humans start building their own

https://bibleproject.com/guides/introduction-to-the-sermon-on-the-mount/#the-literary-design-of-the-sermon-on-the-mount
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kingdoms, according to their own
wisdom (Genesis 3; Genesis 4; Genesis
1).

God'’s response is to help humanity, and
he chooses one family, the people of
Israel (Abraham’s family), to bring life to
every other family on Earth.

Genesis 12:1-8 NASB

12 Now the Loro said to Abram,

“Go from your country,
And from your relatives
And from your father’s
house,
To the land which | will show
you;
2 And | will make you into a
great nation,
And | will bless you,
And make your name great;
And you shall be a blessing;
3 And | will bless those who
bless you,
And the one who curses you
| will curse.
And in you all the families of
the earth will be
blessed.”

https://bibleproject.com/guides/introduction-to-the-sermon-on-the-mount/#the-literary-design-of-the-sermon-on-the-mount
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4 So Abram went away as the Lorp
had spoken to him; and Lot went
with him. Now Abram was
seventy-five years old when he
departed from Haran. 5 Abram
took his wife Sarai and his
nephew Lot, and all their
possessions which they had
accumulated, and the people
which they had acquired in Haran,
and they set out for the land of
Canaan; so they came to the land
of Canaan. € Abram passed
through the land as far as the site
of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh.
Now the Canaanites were in the
land at that time. 7 And the Lorp
appeared to Abram and said, “To
your descendants | will give this
land.” So he built an altar there to
the Lorp who had appeared to
him. 8 Then he proceeded from
there to the mountain on the east
of Bethel, and pitched his tent
with Bethel on the west and Ai on
the east; and there he built an
altar to the Lorp and called upon
the name of the Lorb.

https://bibleproject.com/guides/introduction-to-the-sermon-on-the-mount/#the-literary-design-of-the-sermon-on-the-mount
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God’s wisdom for Abraham’s family is
called the Torah, which in Hebrew,
means “teaching” or “instruction.”
Beginning with Moses on Mount Sinai,
God enters into a sacred covenant with
them (Exodus 19-20). God chooses this
one family to be transformed by God'’s

wisdom so that they can represent
God’s Kingdom before all the nations
(Exodus 19:3-6).

Waiting for
God's Kingdom

But in Jesus’ day, God’s Kingdom is
nowhere to be seen. In fact, Israel in the
first century is suffering under the
thumb of Roman oppressors. So why
hadn’t God’s Kingdom come? Many
religious leaders, like the scribes and
the Pharisees, thought it wasn’t coming
because Israel wasn’t being faithful
enough to the Torah. Other leaders,
called the Sadducees, thought it would
be best if Israel found a way to
cooperate with Rome, and so they
became the power brokers of Jesus’

https://bibleproject.com/guides/introduction-to-the-sermon-on-the-mount/#the-literary-design-of-the-sermon-on-the-mount
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day. Some known as “the zealots” ran
for the hills to become freedom fighters
against Rome. And still others withdrew
to the desert, waiting for God to use
them to start a new Israel.

But if you were to walk around the hill
country of Israel like Jesus did, you
would have mostly found normal people
figuring out their lives as best they
could. Most were barely hanging on—
lots of poor and sick people. Many had
lost their land to the Roman occupiers
and were struggling to pay the heavy
taxes. They are largely feeling

powerless and hopeless.

Jesus Announces the
Kingdom’s Arrival

So Jesus went to these people, healing
the sick and announcing that God’s
Kingdom was arriving.

Matthew 4:23-25 nASB

23 Jesus was going about in all of
Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the
gospel of the kingdom, and

https://bibleproject.com/guides/introduction-to-the-sermon-on-the-mount/#the-literary-design-of-the-sermon-on-the-mount
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healing every disease and every
sickness among the people.

24 And the news about Him
spread throughout Syria; and they
brought to Him all who were ill,
those suffering with various
diseases and severe pain, demon-
possessed, people with epilepsy,
and people who were paralyzed;
and He healed them. 2° Large
crowds followed Him from Galilee
and the Decapolis, and Jerusalem,
and Judea, and from beyond the
Jordan.

People gathered from all over to hear
his teachings. And one day, Jesus went
up to a hill and said the arrival of God'’s
Kingdom was starting, here and now
with them — the powerless and the
weak. This is why the very first line of
the Sermon on the Mount is:

Matthew 5:3 NASB

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

https://bibleproject.com/guides/introduction-to-the-sermon-on-the-mount/#the-literary-design-of-the-sermon-on-the-mount
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In other words, where can you go and
see God’s presence and blessing
springing to life? Among the rich?
Among the powerful? “No!” Jesus says.
Look where people are poor, where
they feel crushed and defeated. God'’s
Kingdom is beginning with those very
people.

https://bibleproject.com/guides/introduction-to-the-sermon-on-the-mount/#the-literary-design-of-the-sermon-on-the-mount
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More Resources

Resources From BibleProject

« What Is the Sermon on the Mount?

« Sermon on the Mount (Download)
BibleProject Scholar
Team Translation
Video Script

o Introtothe (Watch) (Download)
Sermon on
the Mount

o Matthew 5-7: (Watch) (Download)
Sermon
Overview

Book Recommendations
From Our Scholarship Team

o Scot McKnight, Sermon on the
Mount (The Story of God Bible
Commentary)

o Dietrich Boenhoffer, The Cost of
Discipleship

« Dallas Willard, The Divine
Conspiracy,

New American Standard Bible (NASB) Copyright ©
2015 by The Lockman Foundation Used by
permission All rights reserved worldwide Learn
More about New American Standard Bible
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