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TIMELINE UBADTAH

Edom falls to
Edomites take Nabonidus of Babylon

captives during the
reign of Ahaz

Edom revolts
against Jehoram Jerusalem falls to
Nebuchadnezzar and

exiles are taken to Babylon

*All dates are approximate

OBADIAH

The shortest book of the OT (one chapter, 21 verses).

The name Obadiah means “servant or worshipper of Yahweh" and is a
common biblical name.

Obadiah contains no information about the time or place of its origin,
nor does it tell us any autobiographical information about the prophet.

We assume that Obadiah was from Judah

The word "vision” in 1:1 describes the prophecy as a technical term
having to do with receiving a revelatory word from God.

e |t implies that it was more than human insight. The experience was a
result of divine inspiration, and the prophet really saw and heard the
divine communication.

e This gave him the perception necessary to understand the unveiling
of future events (expression also occurs in Nahum 1:1).

The oracle has been dated from anywhere from 950 - 400 BC.




e The dating is based on the
interactions that Israel had
with Edom.

e 1-the attack on Jerusalem
by the Philistines and Aralbs
in 844BC during the reign
of Jehoram (2 Chron
21:16-17// 2 Kings 8:16-20).

e 2- the destruction of
Jerusalem by the
Babylonians in 587BC (2
Kings 25:1-12).
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OBADIAH’S PURPOSE STATEMENT

¢ 3 part message:

e Condemns the pride and cruelty of the Edomites in their mistreatment of Judah
as an ally of Babylon during the destruction of Jerusalem.

e Addresses the godly remnant of Israel. He assured them of Yahweh's sovereignty
and righteousness over the wickedness of all the nations on the day of the Lord.

For the day of the LORD is near upon all the nations.
As you have done, it shall be done to you;
your deeds shall return on your own head.
For as you have drunk on my holy mountain,
so all the nations shall drink continually;
they shall drink and swallow,
and shall be as though they had never been. (1:15-16).

e Emphasizes Yahweh's universal dominion over the nations.

Obadiah’s oracle against Edom serves as a warning to call
nations, since they, too, are in jeopardy of having their deeds
returned upon them as the day of wrath approaches.

For Israel, this prophetic statement was a call to remember
God's covenant love for his people and was meant to serve
as a word of encouragement for the present and a promise
of hope for the remnant.

Obadiah is one several OT oracles against Edom (see Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel)

The book’s literary form is generally considered a national
oracle of judgement, much like Nahum's prophecy against
Assyria

Obadiah’s oracle (like Isaiah, Daniel, and Nahum) is a
“vision” or revelation.

In a broad sense, a vision is a divine communication to God'’s
prophets and connotes authority and authenticity of the
prophetic message.
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* From a technical perspective, it describes a mode
of divine revelation. It's use it largely confined to
preexilic prophets and is often found in the context
of impending judgement.

* The fact that the message of Obadiah is a “vision”

accounts for the terse language and vivid imagery.

* The catalog of criminal acts committed by the

Edomites against the Hebrews calls to mind the

“lawsuit” oracle or judicial speech (see Hoseaq,

Micah)

e 3 parts: summons, tfrial and the sentence

e In this case, Edom’s tfreachery was so profound
that the sentence immediately follows the
summons

The trial contains only the indictments—
underscores Edom’s guilt

THEME: PRIDE

e Obadiah condemns Edom'’s trust in her own
sages. They were unable to detect the
plotting of false friends to overpower and
pilfer the nation.

® Pride distorts reality and blinds people to the
fruth.

e Edom’s pride carried the seeds of its own
destruction in that God purposed to bring low
all who boast in conceit.

e Both Edom and Babylon were known for their
wisdom in the ANE, yet it would prove
impotent in the face of divine judgment.

e All those who opposed God in the strength of
human wisdom will fail.
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