


Jesus' Arrest and Trial

e Whatever it was, Jesus was deeply distressed about the prospect of drinking it (quote
Matt.26:38; Lk.22:44), and He prayed three times to avoid drinking it if at all possible
(Matt.26:42-44).

e Most people assume Jesus was referring to the terrible mistreatment by people to
which His arrest would lead—being betrayed and abandoned by His disciples, and
the three humiliating and unjust trials, and the terrible scourging, and the
“excruciating” agony of crucifixion.

e These things may have been part of the “cup”—but they were definitely not the
main part. The “cup” was an Old Testament term referring to experiencing God'’s
wrath (read Isa.51:17; Jer.25:15; 49:12). This was the “cup”"—that Jesus who never
sinned, who was completely righteous, who had always been in perfect loving
communion with the Father—was being asked to experience not only the withdrawal
of His Father's love, but also the outpouring of His wrath.

Jesus' Arrest and Trial

e While Jesus is arrested, sentenced, and executed by the Romans the
initiative lies with the Jewish leaders

e John consistently uses the word paradidomi meaning to hand over,
deliver over, or betray. He uses it over and over.

e Jesus is handed over by Judas
e Judas hands Him over to the priests out of Greed
¢ The priests hand him over to Pilate out of envy

e Pilate hands him over to the soldiers out of cowardice
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Jesus' Arrest and Tridl

e |n order for Jesus to be put to death, He must be found guilty of a capital
offense in Jewish and Roman courts

e He goes first to Annas, the former high priest then to Caiaphas (his son in
law) in the Sanhedrin

¢ The judicial day in Rome began at 6am, they preferred to finish by 10am
¢ In order to celebrate Passover, the Jews rushed Jesus’ trial
e We place the events of Annas and Caiaphas from 3-6am and they are

considered informal for they fall outside of the Roman courts working
hours

Jesus' Arrest and Trial

e They should not be operating at night, it is not legal

e Matthew 26:57 describes the eyewitnesses trying to find a crime to charge
Jesus with. They turn to false withesses who actually contradict each other.

e He is then questioned about his claims of deity
e |f He says He is not the Christ, He is lying

e |f He says that He is the Christ, he will be in tfrouble with Rome for this would
mean He is King of the Jews which could lead to a charge of sedition

e This is NOT a capital crime




Jesus' Arrest and Tridl

e From their perspective, to claim to be the Messiah is not necessarily
a claim to be God

All four Gospels use the same language. When they ask Jesus “Tell us
if you are the Christ, the Son of God”. And He says YES, but He also
adds that He is not just a human Messiah but But | say to all of you: In
the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the
Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven. That sounds like
deity.

e |t sounds like Psalm 110 in which the Messianic figure is equal to
the Ancient of Days

Jesus' Arrest and Trial

What Jesus said was enough to create a claim of blasphemy.
Once the Sanhedrin convenes formally, they ratify their decree.

Jesus then is handed over to Pilate. Remember, the Gospel writers are
not creating a word for word legal transcript of what happened.

The Jews now need to politicize their charge of blasphemy to sedition,
accusing him of opposing to pay taxes to Cesary and to be a king

They assumed Pilate would simply give in and sign off but he again asks
Jesus if He is a king. Jesus replies yes but qualifies that it is not a political
kingship.




Jesus' Arrest and Trial

e Look at the injustice:
e No trial was to be held during feast time.

e Each member of the court was to vote individually to convict or acquit, but Jesus was convicted by
acclamation.

¢ |f the death penalty was given, a night must pass before the sentence was carried out; however, only a
few hours passed before Jesus was placed on the Cross.

The Jews had no authority to execute anyone.
No trial was to be held at night, but this trial was held before dawn.
The accused was to be given counsel or representation, but Jesus had none.

The accused was not to be asked self-incriminating questions, but Jesus was asked if He was the Christ.

Jesus' Arrest and Trial

e Pilate realizes Jesus is innocent but instead of standing up for what is right, he
evades the issue and tries to send Jesus off to Herod Antipas because Jesus is
a Galilean but that doesn’t work.

e He wanted to treat Jesus as a madman, beat him a little, and then release
Him but the Jewish leaders would not give up

e He fries to make Jesus the one they release on Passover. esus was indeed
the king of the Jews, but not in a political or military sense. He offers the
crowd the choice of Jesus or Barabbas, a man who was actually, by all
accounts, an actual threat to Rome. That is, he was guilty of the charge
that Jesus was innocent of. Pilate expected the people to choose Jesus
but, instead, they chose a man whose life was characterized by violence,
lawlessness, murder, and bitterness.




Jesus' Arrest and Tridl

e The name Barabbas is a common name made up of two words, bar (son) and abba (father). The
name thus presents us with a great irony—an innocent Son of the Father (Jesus) dying in the
place of a guilty man named “son of the father” (Barabbas)—a substitutionary sacrifice in
keeping with the Passover, where an innocent lamb is sacrificed to save the people.

Barrabbas was truly guilty of the charges laid against him— he had participated in an
insurrection. He was guilty of murder and treason. He deserved his punishment and his
condemnation to death. But the innocent Jesus, our Prince of Peace, would instead take his
place. That sacrifice alone would be noteworthy, but there is a greater sacrifice to come in which
Jesus, our passover lamb, would take on the condemnation, guilt, wrath, and punishment due to
humanity for our sin, a once and for all sacrifice.

While each one of us before God, on our own merits, is fruly guilty of the charges laid against us,
Jesus takes our place, all the way to the cross to receive the punishment of death that we, the
guilty, are condemned to. The very thing he prayed to “pass from him” in the Garden at
Gethsemane was now coming fo pass in the most horrific and violent way. But, thinking of each
one of you and of me, standing in our place, He went to the cross.

Jesus' Arrest and Trial

e For the crowd no punishment other than death would do as they cried
“Crucify Him, Crucify Him.” But first, the pain and humiliation would
continue. He was to be flogged, that is, scourged in fulfillment of Jesus’
own words in Mark 10:33-34, “They will mock Him and spit on Him, and
scourge Him and kill Him, and three days later He will rise again.”

Let us also not forget the words of the prophet Isaiah when he
prophesied “But the fact is, it was our pains he carried—our
disfigurements, all the things wrong with us. We thought he brought it on
himself, that God was punishing him for his own failures. But it was our sins
that did that to him, that ripped and tore and crushed him—our sins! He
took the punishment, and that made us whole. Through his bruises we
get healed.”




Jesus' Arrest and Trial

¢ Pilate continues to fry to find a way to release Jesus but then the
Jews pull out their last trick in John 19:12. They say, “If you let this
man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a
king opposes Caesar.” What they are telling Pilate is they wouldtell
Caesar. And if he will release someone who is guilty of sedition and
Caesar finds out, Pilate would pay a price. So he acquiesces and
sends Jesus off to be crucified.
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https://www.gotquestions.org/Darius-in-the-Bible.html






https://www.bibleref.com/John/19/John-19-32.html
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