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What If?
• What if… you truly believed God loved you because of Christ 

and not because of your performance?


• What if… you could recognize false gospels before they took 
root?


• What if… you learned to walk daily in the Spirit


• What if…you experienced the freedom Jesus purchased for 
you?




The Main Purpose
• The main purpose is to get to know JESUS.


• The main purpose is to have a relationship with JESUS.


• The main purpose is to live overwhelmed by His 
presence daily.


• The main purpose is always JESUS.






Andersonville Prison









Andersonville: A Picture of Physical Captivity
Andersonville Prison was one of the most notorious prison camps of 
the American Civil War. Designed for about 10,000 prisoners, it 
eventually held more than 30,000 Union soldiers within its crowded 
prison camp. With little shelter, inadequate food, contaminated 
water, disease, and extreme suffering, nearly 13,000 men died there. 
The prison became a symbol of hopelessness, where thousands were 
trapped behind walls and fences, unable to free themselves, no 
matter how desperately they desired liberty. Today, Andersonville 
stands as a sobering reminder of the devastating consequences of 
captivity, neglect, and human suffering.



Physical Prisons and Spiritual Prisons
A physical prison confines the body, but a spiritual prison confines 
the heart, mind, and soul. While physical prisoners are held behind 
walls of wood, steel, and concrete, spiritual prisoners are often 
trapped behind walls of fear, guilt, shame, legalism, addiction, 
bitterness, or false beliefs. A person may appear free on the outside 
yet live in bondage on the inside. The tragedy of a physical prison is 
the loss of freedom; the tragedy of a spiritual prison is that many 
people do not realize they are captive. Jesus came to set people free 
from every spiritual chain, offering not merely better conditions 
within the prison, but complete freedom through His grace and truth.



GALATIANS 1:6-10 NLT
6 I am shocked that you are turning away so soon from God,  
who called you to himself through the loving mercy of Christ.  
You are following a different way that pretends to be the Good News  
7 but is not the Good News at all. You are being fooled by those who 
deliberately twist the truth concerning Christ. 
8 Let God’s curse fall on anyone, including us or even an angel from 
heaven, who preaches a different kind of Good News than the one  
we preached to you.  
9 I say again what we have said before: If anyone preaches any other 
Good News than the one you welcomed, let that person be cursed. 
10 Obviously, I’m not trying to win the approval of people, but of God. 
If pleasing people were my goal, I would not be Christ’s servant.



Observation
•You turned away so soon.


•You are following a different Gospel.


•You are being fooled by those who 
deliberately twist the Gospel.


•Anyone who preaches a different 
Gospel will be cursed.


•Do not try to win the approval of men.



Main Points

1. The True Gospel


2. Let Him Be Cursed


3. Grace VS Legalism


4. People Pleasing
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l? 1. Paul Was Originally Saul of Tarsus

•  He was born in Tarsus, a prominent city in the Roman Empire  
(Acts 22:3)

•  He was a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin and a Roman citizen 
(Philippians 3:5; Acts 22:28)

2. He Was a Highly Educated Pharisee
•  Paul studied under the respected rabbi Gamaliel.
•  He was deeply trained in the Law of Moses and Jewish traditions 

(Acts 22:3)

3. He Persecuted Christians Before His Conversion
• Paul actively opposed the early church and participated in the persecution of believers.
• He approved of the execution of Stephen (Acts 7:58-8:1).

4. He Had a Dramatic Encounter with Jesus
• On the road to Damascus, the risen Christ appeared to him.
• This encounter completely transformed his life (Acts 9:1-19).



5. He Became the Apostle to the Gentiles
• God specifically called Paul to take the Gospel to non-Jewish people 

(Romans 11:13).
• Through his ministry, Christianity spread throughout much of the Roman world.

6. He Wrote Much of the New Testament
• Paul wrote 13 epistles, including:

• His letters form the foundation of much Christian doctrine.
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◦Romans
◦Galatians
◦Ephesians

◦ Philippians
◦Colossians
◦ 1 & 2 Corinthians

◦ 1 & 2 Timothy
◦Titus
◦ Philemon



7. His Central Message Was Christ and Grace
◦ Paul taught that salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ, not through works  

of the Law.
◦This is the major theme of Galatians: 

"A person is made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law." 
(Galatians 2:16) 

Summary
Paul was a former Pharisee and persecutor of Christians who 
encountered the risen Jesus, became the Apostle to the Gentiles, wrote 
much of the New Testament, and passionately proclaimed salvation by 
grace through faith in Christ alone.
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Final Reflection
• Am I trusting in Christ alone or in my 

performance?

• Am I serving God because I am 

accepted or to be accepted?

• Am I seeking God's approval or 

people's approval?

• Have I added anything to the finished 

work of Christ?

• Christ + Nothing = Salvation

• Christ + Anything = A Different Gospel


