
Baptism: Our Public Proclamation



Recap
• The Greek word baptizo - to make whelmed which is fully wet
• A derivative also means to be dipped or to sink; to be ceremonially washed
• Jews used a pool or mikveh - it was a place of spiritual cleansing
• We first see scriptures referencing baptism with John the Baptist (Matthew 3)
• The early church gave special instructions and teachings to those about to be 

baptized
• Why? It shouldn’t be taken lightly



Rituals in Culture



Rituals in Culture

• Many things define culture
• This could be music, heroes, stories, values, rituals



Rituals in Culture

• Dictionary definition: Ceremonial; actions according to a 
religious law; done in accordance with social custom or 
normal
• Fraternity and sorority pledges
• Swearing in of a political office
• Baptism



Rituals in Culture

• Baptism is not a cultural event that we do
• There is more meaning behind this
• Baptism is our public proclamation that we belong to Jesus
• Acts 2:41 - Those who accepted his message were baptized, 

and about three thousand souls were added to their number 
that day



Baptism



Baptism

• Part of who we are in Christ
• Romans 6:3-4 - Or do you now know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus have been baptized into His Death? Therefore we have been buried 
with him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

• Galatians 3:26-27 “So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 
for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”



Baptism
• Public display of us being washed anew
• We are publicly saying that Jesus has washed away our sins
• We cannot be baptized if we have not repented.
• Mark 1:4 - And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
• The submerging represents the washing that our Father does to us when we 

repent

• Acts 22:16 - “And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized, and wash 
your sins away, calling on his name.”



Baptism

• Public declaring that you are a follower of Jesus
• Putting away our old ways and walking in Christ



Baptism
• When we come up from the water we come up as a new person
• When we get baptized we join a multitude of people who have made the same 

commitment
• 1 Corinthians 12:12-13 “Just as a body, though one, has many parts/ but all its 

many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one 
Spirit to form one body whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free as we were all 
given one Spirit to drink.”

• Ephesians 4:4-6 “There is one body and one spirit, just as you were called to one 
hope when you were called; one lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and 
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”



Commissioning



Commissioning

• We must remember that we have a call on us
• Now that we have changed we must go out and preach the gospel

• Matthew 28:19-20 - “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”



Commissioning

• We must be ready at all times
• God is speaking at all times
• The question is are we listing



Commissioning
Acts 8:26-40


