KNOWING AND WALKING
WITH THE

When you truly believe you are sealed and guaranteed by the Holy
Spirit, your life begins to change in three practical ways.

First, you stop striving to earn what has already been given.

So many Christians live like spiritual orphans, trying to prove their
worth through religious busyness. They think that if they read enough
Scripture, serve enough hours, give enough money, or suppress
enough sin, God might let them stay in the family one more week. But
the seal of the Spirit means you are already in. You are not trying out
for the team. You are on the roster. You have been drafted, signed,
and sealed. Your obedience should flow from gratitude and love, not
from fear of rejection. When you serve, serve as a secure child, not as
a frightened orphan trying to earn a meal. When you worship, worship
as someone who belongs, not as someone begging for admission.
Let your good works be the fruit of a secure heart, not the payment
on a debt that Jesus already paid in full at Calvary.

Second, you start walking with bold confidence instead of
crippling anxiety.

Look at Stephen in Acts chapter 7. He was a man described as full of
the Holy Spirit, which meant he knew exactly who he was and where
he was going. When the religious leaders dragged him before the
council and false witnesses lied about him, Stephen did not cower.
He preached one of the most powerful sermons in the New
Testament, tracing Gods faithfulness through Israel's history. When
they rushed at him in rage, dragged him out of the city, and picked up
stones to crush his skull, Stephen did not panic. The Scripture says
he was filled with the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven, and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. He cried



out, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. Stephen could face the most
violent death with supernatural peace because the Spirit had
guaranteed his inheritance. He knew where he was going, and he
knew who was waiting for him. You may not face a mob of angry
stone throwers today, but you face uncertain diagnoses, difficult
conversations with people you love, financial pressure that keeps you
awake at night, and spiritual battles that make you want to quit. The
same Spirit who guaranteed Stephens eternity lives inside of you right
now. You can face tomorrow with confidence, not because your
circumstances are safe, but because your eternity is secure and your
Father is faithful.

Third, you begin to treat sin seriously, not because it threatens
your position, but because it grieves the One who lives inside
you.

When you know you are sealed, sin becomes a matter of love, not
leverage. You do not avoid sin because you are afraid God will
abandon you and leave you orphaned again. You avoid sin because
you do not want to wound the One who has given Himself as your
guarantee. Ephesians chapter 4 verse 30 says, and do not grieve the
Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. Think about that. The Spirit is not a distant landlord
checking in once a month. He is a resident who shares your heart,
your mind, your home, and your future. When you choose sin, you are
not risking your eviction. You are breaking the heart of your Guarantor.
Live in a way that honors His presence. Pursue holiness because He
is holy. Confess quickly when you fail, not to get the Spirit back, but
because you have grieved your closest Friend. Let the security of the
seal produce a tenderness of heart that makes sin taste bitter instead
of sweet.



