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Focal point: Can you think of some good habits you’ve had in the past that you’ve let slide?  
What did you do or what could you do to get back in to doing those things again?  Well, 
“Getting back on track” is our focus for today’s lesson.  Joshua and the Israelites had a 
shocking defeat at the city of Ai.  It wasn’t until afterwards that they discovered the reason for 
it.  It was the hidden sin of Achan and his family.  What we’ll see in our text was the response 
of the Israelites in getting back on track with God.       


TEXT:  

At that time Joshua built an altar on Mount Ebal to the Lord, the God of Israel, 31 just 
as Moses the Lord’s servant had commanded the Israelites. He built it according to 
what is written in the book of the law of Moses: an altar of uncut stones on which no 
iron tool has been used. Then they offered burnt offerings to the Lord and sacrificed 
fellowship offerings on it. 32 There on the stones, Joshua copied the law of Moses, 
which he had written in the presence of the Israelites. 33 All Israel, foreigner and citizen 
alike, with their elders, officers, and judges, stood on either side of the ark of the Lord’s 
covenant facing the Levitical priests who carried it. As Moses the Lord’s servant had 
commanded earlier, half of them were in front of Mount Gerizim and half in front of 
Mount Ebal, to bless the people of Israel. 34 Afterward, Joshua read aloud all the words 
of the law—the blessings as well as the curses—according to all that is written in the 
book of the law. 35 There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded that 
Joshua did not read before the entire assembly of Israel, including the women, the little 
children, and the foreigners who were with them 

Requirements necessary to get back on track with God:    


Submission (vv. 30-31)


1.What is the significance of Mount Ebal?  (Read Deut. 11: 26-32).  What was the 
purpose of the altar?  Why did they make sacrifices?  


2.This was a time for THIS generation to submit themselves to God.  It was a reminder 
that they couldn’t be grandfathered into God’s family.  Their parents and grandparents 



had made a covenant with God but they had not.  What does that mean for you?  
Discuss how a person becomes a follower of Jesus.


Focus (v. 32)


1.What did Joshua write on the stones?  Why did he write on those stones by the 
altar?  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 a.It’s important to place God’s Word in a place where you see it everyday.  Do 
you have a habit of focusing on God’s Word daily?  What do you do?  Why is it 
important to read Scripture?


2.The Israelites had quite a lot of experience of losing focus.  Name a couple of times 
when they lost focus and what the results of that were.  Name some times when you’ve 
lost focus and how it impacted you.


Commitment (vv. 33-35)


1.Joshua had the law read to the people and shared the consequences of obeying and 
disobeying.  Who was present when he read the law?  What does this let you know 
concerning the importance of hearing and teaching God’s Word?  


2.The purpose of reading the law was to let people know what was expected of them.  
Do you think part of our problem today is that most people don’t know what God 
expects of them?  Why or why not?  


3.Joshua was laying out the challenge before the people to commit to God.  Have you 
ever committed yourself to following God?  Why did you do it?  When did you do it?    


