
The Holy Spirit

OT Spirit – ruach (400x), emphasis on the Spirit’s 
action.

NT Spirit – pneuma, with emphasis on the person.



Personality of the Holy Spirit

Mind – Spirit of understanding and knowledge, searches, 
teaches and guides

Will – The Spirit forbids and gives gifts as He wills

Emotions – The Spirit can be grieved and He loves



HS relates like a Person

Can be lied to…
Can be obeyed…
Can be insulted…
Can be resisted…
HS guides, teaches, reveals, and counsels…
Is addressed with “He” pronouns… (see chart)





The Person of the Holy Spirit is distinguished from the 
Father and the Son
John 14:16, 26 Jesus said . . . And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Counselor to be with you forever . . . But the Counselor, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

John 15:26 “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send you from the 
Father; the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father; he will testify 
about me.”



The Holy Spirit is God…

Acts 5:3-4 “But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart 
to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for 
yourself? …You have not lied to men but to God.”

2 Corinthians 3:17 “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is freedom.” (cf. 1 Cor 3:16; 12:4-6)

Hebrews 9:14 “…how much more by the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God



Holy Spirit Possesses attributes of deity…

Jn 16:13 truth; 
Rom 8:2 life; 
Rom 15:30 love; 
1 Cor 2:11 omniscience; 
Eph 4:30 holiness; 
Hebrews 9:14 Eternal Spirit
Ps 139:7 omnipresence.



The Holy Spirit is worshipped as God…

Council of Constantinople (381 AD) 
“The council adopted the following statement: “We 
believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, the Giver of Life, 
who proceedeth from the Father, who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshipped and glorified….” 



The Ministry of the Spirit to the World - Conviction
John 16:7-11 7 “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage 
that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; 
but if I depart, I will send Him to you.
8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: 9 of sin, because they do not believe in 
Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no 
more; 11 of judgement because the ruler of this world is judged.



The Ministry of the Spirit in Believers…

Regenerates - Born again, eternal life, renewal, new life

Seals - guarantees final redemption, ownership

Sanctifies - a continual process where the Holy Spirit sets the 
believer apart and transforms him into the likeness of Christ 
(Jn 17:17)….. There are 3 ministries of Sanctification…



1. Positional sanctification: The Spirit positionally sets the 
believer apart at salvation from the world and into God’s family 
(Col 1:13 – “He has delivered us from the power of darkness and 
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son”)
2. Progressive sanctification: After salvation, the Spirit 
continually uses our present experience to transform the believer 
(John 17:17)
3. Final sanctification: The Spirit cleanses and washes the 
believer to present you faultless and without blemish to God 
(Eph 5:26-27; Jude 24-25 “present you faultless before the Lord”)



Ministry of the HS in Believers…

Indwells - Holy Spirit abides, and is active, in the believer 
(relationally). (Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 3:16; 6:19). 
Baptizes - One time, involuntary (the exclusive work of the 
Spirit) to immerse the believer into the organic church body 
and into Christ, water baptism is voluntary outward sign of the 
spiritual reality. (1 Cor 12:13; Gal 3:26-27)
Fills - A continual relational process of empowerment for 
maturity and the completion of Christian service. (Eph 5:18)




