
STRATEGIES TO FOLLOW IN SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDIES  

A PERSONAL NOTE  
 

I have learned from Bonhoeffer’s approach to Bible Study.  He would ask questions 

of the text as the words would unfold.  His Introduction to The Cost of Discipleship gives an 

example of his approach in exposition of biblical themes. Notice how he begins his study of 

the call to discipleship with questions. In so doing, he offers clues for how to approach 

exposition of a Biblical text.  

And if we answer the call to discipleship, where will it lead us? What decisions and partings 
will it demand? To answer this question we shall have to go to him, for only he knows the 
answer. Only Jesus Christ, who bids us follow him, knows the journey’s end. But we do 
know that it will be a road of boundless mercy. Discipleship means joy.1 
 

In my experience when people study the bible, they are able to make the discovery of 

Jesus Christ and the meaning of that discovery for their own lives. I am an advocate for small 

group Bible Studies during which questions can be raised and answers found. Permit me to 

offer a few guidelines that have helped me in my own study and my experience with small 

groups.  I would encourage to ask questions in your study of The Letter to the Ephesians. 

Questions can help each of us as we seek to live our lives and answer the call to be a people 

of the Gospel.  

Practical Strategies to Follow in Small Group Bible Studies 

1) Call a group of people together for the purpose of studying the Bible. 

2) Acknowledge a person as the leader who will handle the organizational details.  

3) Set the date/times for the group to meet. 

4) Select a reader who is willing to read aloud the specific text assigned for each 

meeting. 

 
1 Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Cost of Discipleship, 32. 



5) Recognize the leader’s role to determine the places in the reading for the reader to 

pause and allow time for input and reflection and to also keep the discussion moving 

forward.   

6) Consider questions such as “What are the historical anchors in terms of time, place, 

people for the text? Are there clues as to the immediate concerns that the anchors 

reveal? What can be determined about the context for the particular passage? 

7) Comment with first impressions. 

8) Express your thoughts as to whether or not the writer’s concerns become teaching 

points that encourage or are words of warning.  

9) Think about how the writer draws you toward larger themes.  

10) Question whether or not others in the group share similar impressions. If yes, describe 

how the impressions are alike or different, whether or not the impressions have 

significance to the group? 

11) React to the text in terms of the discipleship questions - are there “ah ha”  

moments of discovery during which the New Testament becomes important in a new 

way?  

12) Evaluate whether the text invites further discussion.  

13) End the study session with prayer requests from the group. 

14) Invite an attendee to lead in prayer for God’s blessing. 

15) Remember the theme of grace and truth as you end the time together and move  

back into the world of work and living in the everyday.  

16) Look forward to your next time when you gather together to study the Scripture. 

JOY!  

 
 


