
 

ARRESTED, PART 4: LESSONS FROM RELIGIOUS PEOPLE, CROOKS, AND LAWYERS 

You want to be #ForClarksville, but honestly, it feels like life is #ForKickingYourButt. Like the old saying 
goes you’ve been life on, cheated, talked about, and mistreated. Have you been there? Are you there? If so, then 
you know better than anyone that life doesn’t resolve niceley like a courtroom drama. 

BIG IDEA: God’s presence is greater than your problems. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

1. Who is your favorite TV judge, lawyer, or police office? Why? 
2. With your Bible or Bible App, read Acts 24 

Five days later Ananias, the high priest, arrived with some of the Jewish elders and the lawyer Tertullus, to present 
their case against Paul to the governor. When Paul was called in, Tertullus presented the charges against Paul in the 
following address to the governor:“You have provided a long period of peace for us Jews and with foresight have 
enacted reforms for us. For all of this, Your Excellency, we are very grateful to you. But I don’t want to bore you, so 
please give me your attention for only a moment. We have found this man to be a troublemaker who is constantly 
stirring up riots among the Jews all over the world. He is a ringleader of the cult known as the Nazarenes. 
Furthermore, he was trying to desecrate the Temple when we arrested him. You can find out the truth of our 
accusations by examining him yourself.” Then the other Jews chimed in, declaring that everything Tertullus said was 
true.The governor then motioned for Paul to speak. Paul said, “I know, sir, that you have been a judge of Jewish 
affairs for many years, so I gladly present my defense before you. You can quickly discover that I arrived in Jerusalem 
no more than twelve days ago to worship at the Temple. My accusers never found me arguing with anyone in the 
Temple, nor stirring up a riot in any synagogue or on the streets of the city. These men cannot prove the things they 
accuse me of doing. “But I admit that I follow the Way, which they call a cult. I worship the God of our ancestors, and 
I firmly believe the Jewish law and everything written in the prophets. I have the same hope in God that these men 
have, that he will raise both the righteous and the unrighteous. Because of this, I always try to maintain a clear 
conscience before God and all people.“After several years away, I returned to Jerusalem with money to aid my people 
and to offer sacrifices to God. My accusers saw me in the Temple as I was completing a purification ceremony. There 
was no crowd around me and no rioting. But some Jews from the province of Asia were there—and they ought to be 
here to bring charges if they have anything against me!Ask these men here what crime the Jewish high council found 
me guilty of, except for the one time I shouted out, ‘I am on trial before you today because I believe in the resurrection 
of the dead!’” At that point Felix, wh 

o was quite familiar with the Way, adjourned the hearing and said, “Wait until Lysias, the garrison commander, 
arrives. Then I will decide the case.” He ordered an officer to keep Paul in custody but to give him some freedom and 
allow his friends to visit him and take care of his needs.A few days later Felix came back with his wife, Drusilla, who 
was Jewish. Sending for Paul, they listened as he told them about faith in Christ Jesus. As he reasoned with them 
about righteousness and self-control and the coming day of judgment, Felix became frightened. “Go away for now,” 
he replied. “When it is more convenient, I’ll call for you again.” He also hoped that Paul would bribe him, so he sent 
for him quite often and talked with him.After two years went by in this way, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus. 
And because Felix wanted to gain favor with the Jewish people, he left Paul in prison. 

Acts 24 (NLT) 

3. Carlo shared seven lessons we can learn from religious people, crooks, and a trial lawyer. Discuss each of 
these lessons. Where do you see these lessons in Acts 24? How do they apply to your life? 

● You can always find someone to agree with you, even if your are wrong. 
● Don’t let your religion overpower your serve. 
● The truth will set you free, but first it’ll tick people off. 
● It’s easy to procrastinate when it comes to doing the right thing. 

 



 

● It’s easy to tell God to go away. 
● People are brought into our lives by God so that we can add value to their lives. 
● What people mean for evil, God uses for good. 

4. Given what happened to Paul in Corinth (Acts 18:12-16), why did he shift the conversation away from 
controversy and toward his belief in the resurrection? 

5. Why is the resurrection such a powerful, yet controversial truth? 
6. How has your desire to serve Jesus been misunderstood by others? How did you feel and respond to the 

misunderstanding? Did you notice God’s presence in the midst of the misunderstanding?  
 
WHAT WILL YOU DO?  
There’s a difference between being “well acquainted with the way” (v. 22) and being a true believer and follower of 
Jesus. This week, how can you apply the lessons learned from Acts 24 in your own life? Commit this week to speak 
the truth, live the truth, and trust the truth. Remember, God is with you! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


