
 
 

PART THREE: IT AIN’T OVER (EASTER SUNDAY)  
Sometimes what seems like the end is actually the beginning. The first Easter found the disciples of 
Jesus discouraged, defeated and convinced it was over. If you’ve ever found yourself in that place, you 
need the message of Easter. When it feels like things are over—even dead—they might be just 
beginning. That’s the power of resurrection.   

BIG IDEA: Jesus refuses to give up on people who have given up on themselves. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
1. Have you ever been in a situation that you felt was hopeless? What made or  makes you feel 

it’s hopeless?   
2. With your Bible or Bible App, read John 21:1-19. 

Later, Jesus appeared again to the disciples beside the Sea of Galilee. This is how it happened. 
Several of the disciples were there—Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), Nathanael from 
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples. Simon Peter said, “I’m going fishing.”  
“We’ll come, too,” they all said. So they went out in the boat, but they caught nothing all night. At 
dawn Jesus was standing on the beach, but the disciples couldn’t see who he was. He called out, 
“Fellows, have you caught any fish?” “No,” they replied. Then he said, “Throw out your net on the 
right-hand side of the boat, and you’ll get some!” So they did, and they couldn’t haul in the net 
because there were so many fish in it. Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his tunic (for he had stripped for work), 
jumped into the water, and headed to shore. The others stayed with the boat and pulled the loaded 
net to the shore, for they were only about a hundred yards from shore. When they got there, they 
found breakfast waiting for them—fish cooking over a charcoal fire, and some bread. “Bring some of 
the fish you’ve just caught,” Jesus said. So Simon Peter went aboard and dragged the net to the 
shore. There were 153 large fish, and yet the net hadn’t torn. “Now come and have some breakfast!” 
Jesus said. None of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Then 
Jesus served them the bread and the fish. This was the third time Jesus had appeared to his disciples 
since he had been raised from the dead. After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me more than these?”  “Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know I love you.” “Then 
feed my lambs,” Jesus told him. Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  
“Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know I love you.” “Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said. A third 
time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the 
question a third time. He said, “Lord, you know everything. You know that I love you.” Jesus said, 
“Then feed my sheep. “I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to do as you liked; 
you dressed yourself and went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will stretch out 
your hands, and others will dress you and take you where you don’t want to go.” Jesus said this to 
let him know by what kind of death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told him, “Follow me.” 

John 21:1-19 

3. Peter denied Jesus three times the night before he died. If  you were Peter, would you have 
thought it was over for you when it came to  serving Jesus?   

4. Is there anything that feels dead in your life right now? Why does it feel dead?   
5. In the message, Chris said one of the implications of the resurrection is that God  refuses to 

give up on people who have given up on themselves. How does that  message strike you this 
Easter?   

6. Are you trying to resurrect anything on your own, or are you learning to trust  Jesus to 
resurrect the things you can’t resurrect? What do you think the difference is between the two? 

  



 

 

 

MOVING FORWARD  

If you haven’t invited Jesus to be your Savior, consider doing that now. Your group can pray with 
you. 

In addition, if you have an area in your life where you have given up hope, ask Christ to bring his 
resurrection power into your life. God refuses to give up on people who have given up on 
themselves. 

 

CHANGING YOUR MIND 
Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the 
Lord, he put on his tunic (for he had stripped for work), jumped into the water, and headed to shore. 
The others stayed with the boat and pulled the loaded net to the shore, for they were only about a 
hundred yards from shore.         John 21:7-8 


