Pastor Rob Goyette - 01.11.2026.

“The Overcomer”

Summary

This powerful exploration of Jesus as the Overcomer invites us into a transformative
understanding of what it means to live victoriously. Drawing from Revelation 3:20-21, we
discover that overcoming isn't about our own strength or willpower—it's fundamentally
relational. Jesus stands at the door knocking, not just for a casual conversation, but to
come in and dine with us, to fellowship deeply and intimately. The message unpacks how
every generation, every congregation, and every individual faces unique challenges to
overcome, yet none of us were meant to overcome alone. Through the blood of the Lamb
and the word of our testimony, we find our victory. What's particularly striking is the
emphasis on learning to lean—just as Jacob wrestled with God and walked with a limp
thereafter, we too are marked by our dependence on the Divine. His weakness became his
reminder of God's strength. The wilderness seasons we face aren't punishments but divine
classrooms teaching us to lean upon our Beloved. Romans 8:28-29 takes on fresh meaning
when we realize that everything—yes, everything—is working together to conform us into
Jesus’ image, not so we can be independent, but so we can be a suitable bride for the Son.
This isn't about religious performance; it's about opening the door to relationship and
discovering that our grace marks our place, and in our place, we find the strength to
overcome.

Small Group Study Guide — The Overcomer

From the series: What Manner of Man Is This?

Opening Prayer & Ice Breaker (10 minutes)

Ice Breaker Question: Share about a time when you felt like you were "in the wilderness"
but came through it. What did you learn about yourself? About God?

Key Scripture References

¢ Mark4:41 - "What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?"
¢ 1John 3:2-"We shall be like him because we shall see him as he is"
e Romans 8:28-29 - All things work together to conform us to Christ's image



Revelation 3:20-21 - Jesus knocking at the door; invitation to overcome
Revelation 12:11 - "They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of
their testimony"

Key Takeaways from the Sermon

g0

Overcoming is relational, not individual - We need God and we need each other
Jesus overcame first - He is our model and our source of strength

Your grace marks your place - God has uniquely positioned each of us

The wilderness teaches us to lean - Difficult times teach us dependence on God
True overcomers are worshipers, leaners, and blessers - Success means having
successors

Discussion Questions

Section 1: Understanding Jesus the Overcomer (15 minutes)

1.

Pastor. Rob mentioned that Jesus overcame because of His relationship with
the Father. What does this teach us about the source of our own ability to
overcome challenges?

Read Revelation 3:20-21. Jesus says He's knocking at the door. What does it mean
practically to "open the door" to Jesus in your daily life? What keeps people from
opening that door?

The sermon emphasized that "we shall be like him because we shall see him as
he is" (1 John 3:2). How does seeing Jesus accurately change us? Can you share an
example of when understanding something new about Jesus changed your
perspective or behavior?

Section 2: The Relational Nature of Overcoming (15 minutes)

4. Pastor Rob stated: "Without relationships, youwon't overcome." Why do you

think God designed overcoming to be relational rather than individual? How does
this challenge Western culture's emphasis on self-reliance?

The sermon mentioned Edgar Dale's learning pyramid, noting that 70% of what
we discuss with others we remember, and 95% of what we teach others we
remember. How can we create more opportunities in our lives to discuss and teach
what we're learning about Jesus?

Revelation 4 describes 24 thrones around God's throne, each seeing God from a
different angle. What does this teach us about the importance of community? How



can we be more intentional about learning from others who see different facets of
God than we do?

Section 3: Finding Your Place (15 minutes)

7. Pastor Rob said, "Your grace marks your place. What comes easy to you? What
makes you leap?" Take turns sharing: What are you naturally drawn to? What
excites you spiritually? How might this indicate where God has called you to serve?

8. The sermon distinguished between "gap filling" (doing what needs to be done)
and operating in your grace (doing what you're called to do). How do we balance
the need to serve wherever needed with the importance of finding and staying in our
area of calling?

9. Read Song of Songs 3:6 and 8:5. Both Jesus and His bride are described as
"coming up from the wilderness." What does it mean that overcomers are those
who've learned to lean on the One who has overcome? How is this different from
just "toughing it out"?

Section 4: The Wilderness and Leaning (15 minutes)

10. Romans 8:28-29 says "all things work together for good" to conform us to Jesus’
image. Pastor Rob suggested that even attacks from the enemy can be used by God
to reveal weak areas and fill them with Himself. How does this perspective change
the way you view difficult circumstances?

11.The story of Jacob wrestling with God resulted in a permanent limp, forcing him
to lean the rest of his life. What "limps" has God allowed in your life that remind
you to depend on Him rather than yourself? How have these weaknesses actually
become strengths?

12.Jesus said, "l can of my own self do nothing" (John 5:19). If Jesus, the Son of God,
lived in complete dependence on the Father, what does this teach us about self-
sufficiency? How can we cultivate a lifestyle of leaning rather than striving?

Section 5: Blessing the Next Generation (10 minutes)

13.The sermon ended with Jacob blessing the next generation while leaning on his
staff. Why is it significant that blessing others is connected to our own posture of
dependence on God?

14.The statistic was shared that 70% of people never remember hearing their
father say "l love you." Whether you heard those words or not, how has this
affected your understanding of God as Father? How can we, as a community, help
heal these wounds?

15. Pastor Rob said, "True success has successors." What does this mean for how
we define success in our spiritual lives? Who are you intentionally investing in or
blessing?



Practical Application

Personal Reflection (Choose 1-2 to focus on this week)

[ ] Daily Door Opening: Set aside 10 minutes each day this week to specifically
"open the door" to Jesus. Invite Him into a specific area of your life where you've
been trying to handle things on your own.

[ ] Grace Inventory: Make a list of things that come naturally to you, that you think
about often, or that make you "leap" inside. Pray and ask God if these indicate
where He's calling you to serve.

[ 11dentify Your Wilderness: Journal about a current "wilderness" experience. Ask
God: "What are you teaching me to lean on You for in this situation?"

[ 1Practice Leaning: Identify one area where you've been operating in your own
strength. Each time you're tempted to handle it yourself this week, pause and pray:
"God, | can't do this without You. I'm choosing to lean on You right now."

Group Challenge

Intergenerational Blessing: As a group, commit to one of these actions in the next month:

1.

2.

If you're older: Reach out to someone younger and offer to pray for them, share
your story, or mentor them in an area where you have experience.

If you're younger: Approach someone older in the church and ask them to share
their story with you or pray a blessing over you.

As a whole group: Organize a time where your small group can connect with
another generation (youth group, senior adults, young families, etc.) to share stories
and pray for one another.

Memory Verse for the Week

Revelation 12:11 - "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of
their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death."

Closing Discussion (5 minutes)

Share one specific way you want to be an "overcomer" this week. How can the group
pray foryou?



Closing Prayer

Pray together, focusing on:

Thanking Jesus for being our Overcomer and example

Asking God to reveal areas where we need to learn to lean rather than strive
Praying for the grace to be in our God-given place

Asking for opportunities to bless the next generation

Declaring that we overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony

Additional Resources

For Further Study: Read through the entire Book of Song of Solomon this week,
looking for the relationship dynamics between the King (Jesus) and the Shulamite
(us)

Worship Playlist: Create or find a playlist focused on songs about God's
faithfulness, His strength in our weakness, and overcoming through Jesus Christ
Recommended Reading: Consider reading about Jacob's story in Genesis 32-33
and reflecting on the transformation that came through his wrestling with God



Main Points —The Overcomer

Sermon Summary: This sermon explores the nature of Jesus Christ as the ultimate
overcomer and calls believers to follow His example through relational dependence on
God and others. Pastor Rob emphasizes that overcoming is not achieved through personal
strength but through intimate relationship with Jesus, who knocked on the door of our
hearts seeking fellowship. Drawing from the imagery of Revelation and Song of Songs, the
message reveals that true overcomers are those who learn to lean upon their Beloved
rather than rely on their own abilities. The sermon challenges both older and younger
generations to fulfill their roles - the older to bless and impart wisdom, the younger to
receive and carry forward the faith. Ultimately, conforming to Jesus’ image by embracing
our weakness as the doorway to His strength, recognizing that we overcome by the blood of
the Lamb and our testimony of dependence on Him.

Key Points:

- Overcoming is fundamentally relational, requiring connection with God and community
rather than individual effort

- Jesus models overcoming through His relationship with the Father, saying "l can of my
own self do nothing"

- Opening the door to Jesus leads to intimate fellowship that imparts grace, strength, and
authority for overcoming

- All things work together to conform us to Christ's image, including wilderness experiences
that teach us to lean on God

- We overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony, not by our own
strength

- The wilderness is designed by God to expose our weaknesses and teach us dependence
on Him

- True success includes raising up successors and blessing the next generation

- Jacob's limp after wrestling with God symbolizes the overcomer's life of perpetual leaning
and dependence

- Our grace marks our place - we find our calling where things come naturally and excite us
- Every generation, congregation, and individual has unique things they must overcome

Scripture Reference:

- Mark 4:41 - "What manner of man is this that even the wind and the sea obey him?"

- 1John 3:2 - "We shall be like him because we shall see him as he is"

- Romans 8:28-29 - All things work together for good to conform us to Christ's image

- Revelation 3:20-21 - Jesus knocking at the door, invitation to overcome and sit on His
throne

- Revelation 4:1-2 - The door opened in heaven and the throne with one seated on it

- Revelation 12:11 - "They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony"



- Song of Songs 3:6 and 8:5 - "Who is this coming up from the wilderness leaning upon her
beloved?"

- Genesis 32:30-31 - Jacob's wrestling with God and his resulting limp

- Hebrews 11:21 - Jacob blessing the next generation while leaning on his staff



Discussion Questions — The Overcomer

What does it mean practically in your daily life to 'open the door' to Jesus, and how might
you distinguish between talking to Him through the door versus truly inviting Him into
where you live?

The sermon states that 70% of what we discuss with others we remember, compared to
only 10% of what we read. How might intentional spiritual conversations with others
transform your understanding of Scripture and deepen your faith?

Reflecting on the statement 'your grace marks your place, what activities or callings make
you 'leap' with excitement, and how might these reveal where God has specifically
positioned you to serve?

How does understanding that Jesus overcame through His relationship with the Father
challenge the cultural narrative of self-made success and personal strength?

In what ways have you experienced wilderness seasons in your life, and looking back, can
you identify how those difficult times taught you to lean more fully on God?

The sermon describes Jacob's limp as a permanent reminder of where his authority came
from. What 'limps' or weaknesses in your life might actually be God's way of keeping you
dependent on His strength?

What generational blessings might you need to receive from those who have gone before
you, and what blessings are you called to release to the next generation?

How does the concept of being conformed to Christ's image as preparation for being His
bride change your perspective on the trials and refinement you experience?

The text emphasizes that overcoming is relational rather than individual. In what areas of
your spiritual life have you been trying to overcome alone when God intended you to walk
through it in community?

If a life well-lived means 'true success has successors, what are you intentionally investing
in others that will outlive your own earthly presence?



Scriptures — The Overcomer

Explicitly Mentioned References:

—

. Mark 4:41 - "What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?"

2. 1John 3:2 - "We shall be like him because we shall see him as he is"

3. Romans 8:28-29 - "All things work together for good... predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son"

4. Revelation 3:20-21 - "Behold, | stand at the door and knock... To him who
overcomes | will grant to sit with me on my throne"

5. Revelation 4:1-2 - "A door standing open in heaven... Come up here... | saw a throne

set in heaven and one sat on the throne"

Revelation 5 - Reference to elders singing that God has made them priests

7. lsaiah 6 - "The year King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord... seraphim crying one to the

other, Holy, holy, holy"

1 Chronicles 24 - The 24 courses of priests

9. 1 Peter 2:9 - "A chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a peculiar people"

10. Hebrews 12:22-24 - "You have come to Mount Zion... the church of the firstborn... to
Jesus the mediator of a new covenant"

11.Revelation 12:9-11 - "They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word
of their testimony"

12. Leviticus (general reference) - "Life is in the blood"

13. Galatians 2:20 - "l am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ
lives in me"

14.2 Corinthians 12:9 - "My grace is sufficient for you. My strength is made perfect in
weakness"

15.Song of Songs 3:6 - "Who is this coming out of the wilderness?"

16.Song of Songs 8:5 - "Who is this coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon her
beloved?"

17.John 5:19, 30 - "l can of my own self do nothing... What | see the Father do, that's
what | do"

18. Genesis 32:30-32 - Jacob wrestling with the angel at Peniel, his thigh being touched

19.Hebrews 11:21 - "By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of

Joseph and worshiped, leaning upon the top of his staff"

©
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Additional References Alluded To:

20. Matthew 6:9 - "When you pray, pray like this: Our Father..."
21.Ephesians 6:13 - "Having done all to stand, stand"
22.Colossians 1:18 - "In all things he is to have the preeminence"”
23. Romans 3:23 - "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God"
24.Hebrews 13:5 - "He will never leave you nor forsake you"



25.1 Corinthians 1:29 - "No one can boast"

26. Genesis 50:20 - "What the devil meant for evil, God meant for good" (paraphrased
concept)

27.John 11 - The story of Lazarus being raised from the dead

28.Hebrews 12:18-19 - Reference to Mount Sinai with thunder and lightning



Devotional — The Overcomer

Day 1: Opening the Door to Relationship

Reading: Revelation 3:20-21

Devotional: Jesus stands at the door and knocks, waiting for us to invite Him into the
deepest places of our lives. This isn't about a one-time prayer but a daily, moment-by-
moment invitation. Overcoming begins with relationship, not willpower. When we open the
door, we receive grace, strength, and authority we cannot manufacture ourselves. Jesus
overcame so we could overcome through Him. Today, consider where you've kept the door
closed. What fears or self-reliance prevent you from fully opening to Him? Remember, He
doesn't force entry; He waits for your invitation. The depth of your relationship with Jesus
determines the grace available for your battles.

Reflection Question: What door in your heart needs opening today?

Day 2: Conformed to His Image

Reading: Romans 8:28-29

Devotional: Everything in your life is working together for one purpose: to conform you into
the image of Jesus. Not some things, not just the good things, but everything. This isn't
about you becoming perfect enough to earn God's love; it's about being shaped into a
suitable partner for Christ as His bride. The difficulties you face aren't punishments but
divine tools in the hands of a loving Father. Your wilderness seasons teach you to lean on
Him. When you grasp this truth, you stop misinterpreting your trials and start recognizing
God's redemptive work. The spots, blemishes, and wrinkles He's addressing aren't
because He's angry, but because He's preparing you for unhindered intimacy with Him.

Reflection Question: How is God using your current circumstances to shape you into
Christ'simage?

Day 3: The Power of His Blood

Reading: Revelation 12:10-11



Devotional: The overcomer's secret isn't personal strength but the blood of the Lamb. Life
is in the blood, and we overcome by living through Christ's life, not our own. This is why
Paul declared, "l am crucified with Christ; nevertheless | live, yet not |, but Christ lives in
me." Your wilderness isn't conquered by putting on your "muscle shirt" and toughing it out.
Victory comes when you reach the end of yourself and discover His strength is made
perfect in your weakness. Stop being ashamed of your limitations. They're doorways to His
power. The testimony of overcomers throughout history is simple: "Look what Jesus did for
me." Not what | accomplished, but what He accomplished through my surrender.

Reflection Question: Where do you need to stop relying on your strength and start leaning
on His?

Day 4: Finding Your Place

Reading: Revelation 4:1-4

Devotional: There is a throne in heaven, and God is seated on it. Around that throne are
other seats, representing the priesthood of believers. There is a place for you. The question
isn't whether a seat exists, but whether you'll occupy it. Your grace marks your place. What
makes you leap inside? What comes naturally to you? When you operate outside your
grace, you suffer and everyone around you suffers. But when you find your place, you
discover supernatural enablement to overcome. Thisisn't about filling gaps out of
obligation but about discovering your divine assignment. You need a right relationship with
God on the throne and right relationships with others who see different facets of Him.
Overcoming was never meant to be a solo event.

Reflection Question: Are you operating in your grace, or are you striving in someone else's
calling?

Day 5: Leaning Upon the Beloved
Reading: Song of Solomon 8:5; Genesis 32:24-31

Devotional: "Who is this coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved?" The
overcomer's posture is leaning. Jacob wrestled with God and walked with a limp for the
rest of his life, a constant reminder of where his strength came from. At the end of his days,
he blessed the next generation while leaning on his staff and worshiping. This is the picture
of a life well-lived: worshiping, leaning, and blessing others. Your wilderness teaches you
dependence. The very place the enemy attacks becomes the place God fills with Himself.
What was meant for evil, God transforms for good. You don't overcome by running perfect



laps; you overcome by allowing God to receive glory through your life. True success has
successors. Lean into Him, receive His blessing, and extend it to the next generation.

Reflection Question: What blessing have you received that you need to pass on to
someone younger in the faith?

Closing Prayer: Father, thank You for calling us to be overcomers through Christ. Help us
open every door of our hearts to You, recognizing that relationship with You is the
foundation of victory. Shape us into the image of Your Son, not through our strength but
through Your grace. Teach us to lean, to worship, and to bless the next generation. May we
find our place and occupy it for Your glory. In Jesus' name, amen.
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