Dr. Jerry Williamson - 01.26.2025.

“The Love of God”

Summary

In this powerful message, we're reminded of the profound truth of God's unconditional love
for us. The central theme revolves around John 3:16, emphasizing that God's love is not
based on our performance but on His character. We're challenged to examine our
understanding of God's sovereignty and goodness, confronting the misconception that God
causes or allows tragedy in our lives. Instead, we're encouraged to see that many negative
events stem from natural laws or human choices, not God's will. This perspective frees us
from blaming God and opens our hearts to fully receive His love. The message urges us to
let go of religious thinking that creates barriers between us and God, and instead embrace
the liberating truth of His perfect love. As we grasp this reality, we're inspired to deepen our
relationship with God, not out of obligation, but from a place of genuine love and gratitude.

Chapters

Chapter 1: The Nature of God's Love

0:00 - 15:00

This chapter explores the concept of God's love and its perfect, unconditional nature.
Chapter 2: God's Goodness and Sovereignty

15:00 - 30:00

This chapter delves into the goodness of God and challenges misconceptions about His
sovereignty.

Chapter 3: Understanding Natural Law and Human Responsibility

30:00 - 45:00

This chapter discusses the role of natural law and human responsibility in relation to God's
will.

Chapter 4: Embracing God's Love and Rejecting Condemnation

45:00 - 60:00

This chapter focuses on embracing God's love and rejecting condemnation and false guilt.



Main Points — The Love of God

Title: Understanding God's Love and Sovereignty: Dispelling Misconceptions

Sermon Summary: This sermon explores the depth of God's love for humanity and
addresses common misconceptions about God's sovereignty. The speaker emphasizes
that God is fundamentally good and loving, challenging the notion that God causes or wills
tragedy and suffering. He argues that many negative events are due to natural laws, human
choices, or the devil's influence, not God's direct action. The sermon encourages believers
to embrace a deeper understanding of God's love, reject condemnation, and live in the
freedom of God's acceptance.

Key Points:

- God is love and fundamentally good

- Misconceptions about God's sovereignty can harm faith and misrepresent God's
character

- Not everything that happens is God's will; human free will and natural laws play a role

- Understanding God's love leads to freedom from condemnation and a closer relationship
with Him

- Believers should reject the idea that God causes tragedies or suffering

- Faith should be based on God's love and goodness, not fear or misunderstanding

Scripture Reference:
-John 3:16
-Romans 5:8
-1John 4:7-8

-1 Chronicles 16:39
-Romans 8:14

- 2 Peter 3:9

Stories:

- The story of Jackie Holcomb, a young boy who died in an accident, and how religious
explanations can misrepresent God's nature

- The encounter with a retired obstetrician on a plane who rejected God due to birth
defects, and how the speaker helped change his perspective

- Personal testimony of the speaker's conversion from alcoholism after experiencing God's
love

- Various anecdotes about people blaming God for tragedies or misfortunes, and how this
misunderstands God's nature and sovereignty



Small Group Study Guide -The Love of God

Small Group Guide: The Love of God

Opening Prayer:
Ask God to open your hearts and minds to understand His love more deeply as you discuss
the sermon.

Key Takeaways:

1. God is love and God is good - always.

2. Not everything that happens is God's will or caused by God.

3. Understanding God's love empowers us to face anything in life.

4. Many Christians have misconceptions about God's sovereignty that hinder their
relationship with Him.

5. God doesn't cause tragedies or use suffering to teach us lessons.

Discussion Questions:
1. How has your understanding of God's love changed after hearing this sermon?

2. The pastor said, "If you really knew how much God loved you, | believe it would give you
the power to face anything in your life." Do you agree? Why or why not?

3. Discuss the difference between natural consequences, spiritual warfare, and God's will.
How can we discern between these in our lives?

4. Have you ever blamed God for something negative in your life? How does this sermon
challenge that perspective?

5. How might believing that "everything happens for a reason" or "it's all part of God's plan"
actually hinder our faith?

6. What are some practical ways we can remind ourselves daily of God's love and
goodness?

Practical Applications:

1. Daily Affirmation: Each day this week, speak out loud: "God loves me with perfect love.
He is good all the time."

2. Scripture Meditation: Spend time meditating on 1 John 4:7-8 and Romans 8:38-39,
focusing on God's love.



3. Love Journal: Keep a daily journal noting instances where you recognize God's love in
your life, big or small.

4. Share Your Story: If you've had a misconception about God's love corrected, share that
testimony with someone this week.

5. Prayer Focus: In your prayer time, focus on thanking God for His love rather than asking
for things.

Closing Prayer:
Thank God for His perfect love and ask for help in living in the freedom of that love every
day.



Discussion Questions — The Love of God

How might our understanding of God's love and goodness change if we truly internalized
that He is not the source of tragedy or suffering in our lives?

In what ways have you potentially blamed God for negative experiences in your life, and
how might reframing those experiences impact your relationship with Him?

How does the concept of natural law, as presented in the sermon, challenge or affirm your
current beliefs about God's role in everyday events?

What are some practical ways we can cultivate a deeper trust in God's love, even when
facing difficult circumstances?

How might our evangelism and outreach efforts change if we focused more on
communicating God's love and goodness rather than His sovereignty?

In what ways does the idea of God being 'sovereign' potentially conflict with the message of
His love and goodness as presented in this sermon?

How can we reconcile the existence of free will with God's desire for all to be saved, as
mentioned in 2 Peter 3:9?

What role does the Holy Spirit play in helping us understand and experience God's love
more fully?

How might our approach to prayer and seeking God's guidance change if we truly believed
He always wants the best for us?

In what ways can we help others who may be struggling with misconceptions about God's
character and His role in their suffering?



Scriptures — The Love of God

Here are the scripture references mentioned or alluded to in the sermon:

1.1 Corinthians 2:14

2. Psalms 8 (specific verse not given, but likely Psalm 8:4)
3. Romans 5:8

4. John 3 (the story of Nicodemus, specifically John 3:3-7)
5.John 3:16

6. Romans 8:6

7.1John 4:7-8

8.John 15:13

9. 1 Chronicles 16:39 (likely meant 16:34)

10. Mark 10:18

11. Acts 10:38

12. Romans 1:18

13. Romans 5:9

14. Galatians 3:13

15. James 1:17

16. Romans 5:12

17. Romans 8:14

18. 2 Peter 3:9

19.John 10:10

Additional relevant verses that align with the main themes discussed:

1. Ephesians 2:8-9 (salvation by grace, not works)

2. Romans 8:1 (no condemnation for those in Christ)
3.1John 4:16 (God is love)

4. Jeremiah 29:11 (God's good plans for His people)

5. Romans 8:28 (God works all things for good)

6. Psalm 136:1 (God's love endures forever)

7.Zephaniah 3:17 (God's delight in His people)

8. Romans 8:38-39 (nothing can separate us from God's love)



Devotional — The Love of God

Day 1: The Unconditional Love of God

Reading: Romans 5:6-8

Devotional: God's love for us is not based on our performance or worthiness. As we read in
Romans, Christ died for us while we were still sinners. This demonstrates the depth and
unconditional nature of God's love. Today, reflect on times when you've felt unworthy of
God's love. Remember that His love for you is constant, regardless of your actions or
feelings. How might fully embracing this truth change your relationship with God and
others? Ask God to deepen your understanding of His love and to help you extend that
same unconditional love to those around you.

Day 2: Freedom from Condemnation

Reading: Romans 8:1-4

Devotional: Today's passage reminds us that there is no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus. Often, we allow guilt, shame, or past mistakes to hinder our relationship with
God. But the truth is, God doesn't condemn us - He loves us and has set us free. Reflect on
areas in your life where you might be holding onto condemnation. Are there mistakes you
haven't forgiven yourself for, even though God has? Take time to release these to God,
accepting His forgiveness and love. Ask Him to help you live in the freedom He has
provided, walking confidently as His beloved child.

Day 3: God's Sovereignty and Human Choice

Reading: John 3:16-17 and 2 Peter 3:9

Devotional: These passages highlight God's desire for all to come to salvation, while also
emphasizing our ability to choose. God's love is extended to everyone, but He doesn't force
anyone to accept it. This balance between God's sovereignty and human free will is a
profound mystery. Today, consider the weight of this truth. How does it impact your view of
God's character? How might it influence the way you share your faith with others? Thank
God for His patience and longsuffering, and ask for wisdom in how to represent His love to
those around you who haven't yet accepted it.

Day 4: God's Goodness in Suffering

Reading: Romans 8:28-39

Devotional: One of the hardest truths to grasp is God's goodness in the midst of suffering.
Today's passage reminds us that God works all things together for good for those who love
Him. This doesn't mean God causes suffering, but rather that He can bring good out of any
situation. Reflect on challenging times in your life. Can you see ways God has worked good
out of difficult circumstances? If you're currently in a season of struggle, ask God to help
you trust in His goodness and love, even when you can't see or understand His plan.
Remember, nothing can separate us from God's love in Christ Jesus.

Day 5: Living in God's Love



Reading: 1 John 4:7-21

Devotional: As we conclude this week's devotional, we focus on living out God's love. This
passage reminds us that God is love, and as we abide in love, we abide in God. How can
you practically demonstrate God's love today? Consider ways you can show love to family
members, colleagues, or even strangers. Remember, our ability to love others flows from
God's love for us. Ask God to fill you afresh with His love and to give you opportunities to
share that love with others. As you go through your day, consciously remind yourself of
God's deep love for you, allowing it to influence your thoughts, words, and actions.



