Pastor Eric Snow - 08.10.2025.

“Love and Unity”

Summary

In this message, we're reminded of the transformative power of God's love and the
importance of unity in advancing the gospel. The central scripture, Philippians 1,
emphasizes Paul's unwavering faith and encouragement to the church of Philippi, even
while imprisoned. We're challenged to consider how our own struggles can be used for a
greater purpose in God's plan. Pastor Eric beautifully illustrates how God's work in us is
ongoing, urging us not to judge ourselves or others prematurely. This ties into the profound
concept of grace - God's favor and empowerment - which enables us to accomplish His
will. As we reflect on our own faith journey, we're encouraged to embrace the messy yet
beautiful process of growing together in Christ, overcoming personal differences for the
sake of the gospel. This message invites us to examine our relationships, both within and
outside the church, and to approach them with the same grace and love that God extends
to us.

Main Points — Love and Unity

Sermon Summary: This sermon emphasizes the importance of unity among believers in
advancing the gospel. Pastor Eric, drawing from Paul's letter to the Philippians, highlights
God's unconditional love, the necessity of grace in relationships, and the power of unity in
the face of adversity. The message encourages us to maintain a bigger picture perspective,
focusing on God's ongoing work in our lives and the lives of others, while striving to
overcome personal differences for the sake of the gospel.

Key Points:

- God's love for us is unconditional and not based on our performance

- Unity among believers is crucial for advancing the gospel

- We should view conflicts and challenges through the lens of God's bigger picture

- Personal growth and relationships require grace and patience

- Vulnerability and accountability in Christian relationships are essential

- The enemy fears the unity and freedom of believers working together

- Advancing the gospelinvolves living loved lives and seeing others as God sees them

Scripture Reference:
- Philippians 1:3-30

Stories:



- A personal anecdote about overcoming dislike for a fellow Christian in a friend group,
emphasizing the importance of grace and prayer in difficult relationships

- The story of Paul writing encouragingly to the Philippians while imprisoned, demonstrating
a bigger picture perspective



Small Group Study Guide - Love and Unity

Opening Prayer

Key Takeaways:

1. God loves us unconditionally, regardless of our actions or mistakes.

2. Unity among believers is crucial for advancing the gospel.

3. We are called to love and support one another, even when it's challenging.
4. Our struggles and conflicts can be used to further God's mission.

5. Living loved lives allows us to confidently share God's love with others.

Discussion Questions:

1. Pastor Eric emphasized God's unconditional love. How does understanding this love
impact your daily life and relationships?

2. Paul wrote to the Philippians from prison, encouraging them. How can we maintain a
positive perspective and encourage others during difficult times?

3. The sermon highlighted the importance of unity in advancing the gospel. What are some
practical ways we can promote unity within our church and broader Christian community?

4. Discuss a time when you had to work with someone you initially didn't get along with.
How did God use that situation to grow you?

5. How can we balance accepting God's grace and striving to live lives worthy of the gospel,
as mentioned in Philippians 1:27?

6. Pastor Eric talked about the need for vulnerability and accountability in Christian
relationships. What makes this challenging, and how can we overcome those barriers?

7. How does understanding that God is still working on us (Philippians 1:6) change how we
view ourselves and others?

Practical Applications:

1. This week, intentionally reach out to someone in the church you don't know well or have
had difficulties with in the past.

2. Practice "short accounts" with God and others by quickly addressing conflicts and
seeking reconciliation.



3. Identify one area where you struggle with unity or loving others. Commit to praying about
it daily and taking one small step to improve.

4. Look for opportunities to encourage others, especially those facing challenges or
persecution for their faith.

5. Reflect on how God has used difficult circumstances in your life to advance His
purposes. Share your story with someone as a means of encouragement.

Closing Prayer:
Thank God for His unconditional love and ask for His help in living out the lessons from this
sermon in our daily lives.



Discussion Questions — Love and Unity

How can we maintain a balance between recognizing our own flaws and shortcomings
while still embracing God's unconditional love and grace?

In what ways can we cultivate a 'bigger picture' mindset like Paul's, even when facing
personal challenges or imprisonment?

How might our perspective on difficult relationships or conflicts change if we view them as
opportunities for growth and advancing the gospel?

What are some practical ways we can strive for unity within our church community,
especially when faced with differences or disagreements?

How can we develop the courage to be vulnerable and allow others to speakinto our lives,
as Pastor Eric emphasizes?

In what ways might our approach to sharing the gospel change if we truly internalized the
idea that 'God ridiculously loves you and me'?

How can we balance the tension between not earning God's love through our actions and
still being motivated to live out our calling?

How might our attitude towards suffering for Jesus’ sake change if we viewed it through the
lens Paul presents in Philippians?

In what ways can we cultivate a church culture that is both genuinely loving within and
effectively reaching out to those beyond our walls?



Scriptures — Love and Unity

Based on the sermon transcription, here are the scripture references mentioned or alluded
to:

1. Philippians 1:3-30 - This is the main passage the sermon is based on, with several verses
quoted directly.

While specific verses aren't always mentioned for other themes, here are some relevant
verses that align with the main themes discussed:

2. Romans 12:5 - On unity in the body of Christ

3. 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 - On the importance of unity and different roles in the church
4. Ephesians 4:3 - On maintaining unity in the Spirit

5. Colossians 3:13-14 - On forgiveness and love in Christian relationships

6. 1John 4:18 - "Perfect love casts out fear" (alluded to when discussing insecurity)
7.Hebrews 12:6 - On God disciplining those He loves

8. Matthew 28:19-20 - The Great Commission (alluded to when discussing spreading the
gospel)

9. Acts 16:11-40 - The founding of the Philippian church (background to Philippians)
10. 2 Corinthians 12:9 - On God's grace being sufficient (theme of grace mentioned
multiple times)

11. Luke 23:39-43 - The thief on the cross (mentioned near the end of the sermon)

These verses weren't explicitly cited but relate to themes discussed in the sermon about
unity, love, forgiveness, and spreading the gospel.



Devotional — Love and Unity

Here's a 5-day Bible reading plan and devotional guide:

Day 1: God's Unfailing Love

Reading: Romans 8:31-39

Devotional: Today's passage reminds us of God's unfailing love, echoing Pastor Eric’s
opening statement: "God ridiculously loves you and me." Reflect on the truth that nothing
can separate us from God's love. How does this impact your daily life? Consider moments
when you've felt unworthy or unloved. Remember that God's love for you is not based on
your performance or perfection. Take time to bask in this unconditional love and let it
transform your perspective on yourself and others.

Day 2: The Journey of Faith

Reading: Philippians 1:3-6

Devotional: Paul's confidence in God's ongoing work reminds us that our faith journey is a
process. Pastor Eric emphasized, "Don't judge a work before it's finished." How often do
you become impatient with your own spiritual growth or that of others? Reflect on areas
where you see God working in your life, even if progress seems slow. Thank Him for His
faithfulness in continuing the good work He started in you. How can you extend this
patience and grace to others in your life?

Day 3: Unity in Christ

Reading: Ephesians 4:1-6

Devotional: The message highlighted the importance of unity among believers, even when
relationships are challenging. Paul repeatedly emphasized this theme in his letters.
Consider your own relationships within the body of Christ. Are there any strained
relationships you need to address? Reflect on how unity in the church can be a powerful
witness to the world. Pray for the grace to "maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace" in your local church and beyond.

Day 4: Advancing the Gospel

Reading: Philippians 1:12-18

Devotional: Paul saw his imprisonment as an opportunity to advance the gospel. Pastor
Eric noted how Paul had an "apostolic mindset" of seeing the bigger picture. How do you
view the challenges in your life? Are there ways you can reframe difficulties as
opportunities for God's work? Consider how you might share your faith story, evenin
unlikely circumstances. Ask God to give you eyes to see how He might use your current
situation for His glory.

Day 5: Hope in Suffering
Reading: Romans 5:3-5



Devotional: The sermon touched on the reality of suffering for Christ's sake. Today's
passage shows how suffering can produce endurance, character, and hope. Reflecton a
time when you experienced growth through hardship. How did it shape your faith?
Remember that suffering is not pointless when viewed through the lens of God's greater
purpose. Ask God for the strength to persevere and the wisdom to see His hand at work,
even in difficult times. How can your response to trials be a witness to others of the hope

you have in Christ?
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