
W a r m  U p
 H a v e  y o u  e v e r  b e e n  p u t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  y o u  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  l e a d  b u t  d i d n ’ t
f e e l  r e a d y ?
 W h a t ’ s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m a k e s  y o u  f e e l  i m p o r t a n t  o r  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  y o u r  d a i l y
l i f e ?
 W h e n  y o u  w e r e  a  k i d  w h a t  d i d  y o u  t h i n k  i t  m e a n t  t o  b e  g r e a t ?
 W h o  i s  s o m e o n e  y o u  t h i n k  o f  a s  g r e a t  a n d  w h y ?

D i g - I n :  M a t t h e w  2 0 : 2 0 - 2 8
I n  v e r s e  2 1  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  J a m e s  a n d  J o h n  a s k s  J e s u s  t o  g i v e  h e r  s o n s
p o s i t i o n s  o f  h o n o r .   W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  m o t i v a t e d  h e r  r e q u e s t ?  H o w  d o  y o u
s e e  p e o p l e  s t i l l  c h a s i n g  p o s i t i o n s  l i k e  t h i s  t o d a y ?
J e s u s  r e p l i e s  i n  v e r s e  2 2  s a y i n g  “ Yo u  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  y o u  a r e  a s k i n g .”   W h a t
d o e s  t h i s  r e v e a l  a b o u t  h o w  w e  s o m e t i m e s  m i s u n d e r s t a n d  g r e a t n e s s  i n  G o d ’ s
K i n g d o m ?
H o w  i s  J e s u s ’  i d e a  o f  g r e a t n e s s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  i d e a ?  
I n  v e r s e s  2 5 – 2 6  J e s u s  c o n t r a s t s  w o r l d l y  l e a d e r s h i p  w i t h  s e r v a n t  l e a d e r s h i p .
W h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n  t o  “ l o r d  o v e r ”  o t h e r s ?  W h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  J e s u s  c a l l s  u s  t o
l e a d  b y  s e r v i n g  i n s t e a d ?  
I n  v e r s e  2 7  J e s u s  s a y s  “ W h o e v e r  w a n t s  t o  b e  f i r s t  m u s t  b e  y o u r  s l a v e .”   W h a t
d o  y o u  t h i n k  J e s u s  i s  t r y i n g  t o  t e a c h  u s  a b o u t  s t a t u s  a n d  s u r r e n d e r ?  H o w  d o e s
t h i s  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  w a y  w e  u s u a l l y  t h i n k  a b o u t  s u c c e s s  o r  i n f l u e n c e ?
I n  v e r s e  2 8  J e s u s  s a y s  H e  c a m e  “ n o t  t o  b e  s e r v e d  b u t  t o  s e r v e  a n d  t o  g i v e  h i s
l i f e  a s  a  r a n s o m  f o r  m a n y .”  H o w  d o e s  J e s u s ’  e x a m p l e  s h a p e  y o u r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  s u r r e n d e r  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p ?  W h a t ’ s  o n e  a r e a  o f  y o u r  l i f e
w h e r e  y o u  c o u l d  f o l l o w  H i s  e x a m p l e  m o r e  c l o s e l y ?

W r a p  U p
 W h a t ’ s  o n e  w a y  y o u  c a n  t a k e  t h e  p o s t u r e  o f  a  s e r v a n t  i n  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o r
s e t t i n g  t h i s  w e e k ?
 W h e r e  i n  y o u r  l i f e  d o  y o u  n e e d  t o  g i v e  u p  s t a t u s  o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o
f o l l o w  J e s u s  m o r e  c l o s e l y ?

A s k
L o r d ,  w h e r e ,  i n  m y  l i f e ,  a m  I  s t i l l  c h a s i n g  g r e a t n e s s  b y  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  s t a n d a r d s ?
W h a t  w o u l d  i t  l o o k  l i k e  t o  f o l l o w  Yo u  i n t o  h u m b l e  s e r v i c e  i n s t e a d ?  

G R O U P  L E A D E R  G U I D E
H E L P F U L  H I N T S  T O  L E A D  Y O U R  G R O U P
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Discussion Questions 
with Cody Dickerson



What you need to know: Matthew
In this section of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus Is NOT meeting expectations.  He Is Messiah, but He
Is not what they expected.  The disciples are hearing about (though not really grasping yet)
that this new Kingdom Is an upside-down Kingdom.  What they thought they knew or their
assumptions about what the Messiah would bring Is much different than the reality of Jesus.
Their vision was a conquering hero.  He Is a suffering servant.   And He Is calling them to
servanthood too. 

For more background:
https://bibleproject.com/videos/matthew-14-28


