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2026 08 23 - First Temptation

Matthew 4:1-11

1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him
and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 4 Jesus
answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that
comes from the mouth of God.”

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of
the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is
written: “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in
their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.” 7 Jesus
answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.

Matthew 4:1-11

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 “All this | will give you,” he said, “if you
will bow down and worship me.” 10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For
it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”” 11 Then the devil left
him, and angels came and attended him.

James 1:13

13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be
tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;

Ephesians 2:1-3

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used
to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of
the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also
lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.

Ephesians 6:12

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual
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forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
Ephesians 2:3a

3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh
and following its desires and thoughts.

Exodus 12:3—-6

3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man
is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 4 If any household is too
small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having
taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the
amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat.

5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may
take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day
of the month, when all the members of the community of Israel must slaughter
them at twilight.

Matthew 3:17b
17“This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.”
Hebrews 4:15

15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are
—yet he did not sin.

Hebrews 4:15-16

15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are
—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God'’s throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of
need.

Romans 6:6—7

6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—7 because
anyone who has died has been set free from sin.

Romans 7:24-25a
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24 What a wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to
death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!”

2 Peter 1:3—4

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these
he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you
may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world
caused by evil desires.



