GALATIANS 5

Are you standing free (1)? Your freedom in Christ is a costly thing, for it cost Jesus His life. In
Him, you stand free; the yoke of the law has been removed (Acts 15:6-11).

Are you falling (4)? To fall from grace does not mean to lose one’s salvation. It means to move
out of the sphere of grace into the sphere of law. It means to substitute regulations for a personal
relationship with the Lord.

Are you running on course (7)? Or has false teaching gotten you on a detour?

Are you being leavened (9)? Jesus used leaven to picture sin (Matt. 16:6-12). Like yeast, false
teaching is introduced quietly, it grows secretly, and soon it affects every part of your life.

Are you serving others (13)? Freedom brings with it the responsibility to serve. Love motivates
us to fulfill the law of God (Rom. 13:8-14).

Are you walking in the Spirit (16)? Life, not law, changes behavior; and as you yield to the
Spirit, Christ’s life is manifest in the fruit of the Spirit.

GALATIANS 6

See others humbly (1-2). Your response to another’s fall reveals your own walk, whether it is
spiritual or not. Pride will make it impossible for you to help the fallen, but humility will bring
blessing to you and to them.

See yourself honestly (3-5). Do you use somebody’s fall to make yourself look better? Or do
you know yourself, accept yourself, and seek to please God alone?

See your leaders appreciatively (6—-10). When you give to others whose ministry blesses you,
you are sowing seed that will bear fruit. When you use your resources for sinful purposes, you
sow to the flesh and will reap a sad harvest.

See the Cross clearly (11-18). The false teachers wanted the world’s praise, so they avoided the
Cross; but the true believer will glory in the Cross, even if it means suffering the world’s enmity

EPHESIANS 1

Salvation is of God. Man does not save himself, for “salvation is of the LORD” (Jon. 2:9). You
receive spiritual blessings from the Father (vv. 1-6), the Son (vv. 7-12), and the Spirit (vv. 13—
14); and in Jesus Christ, you have all you need for life and service.

Salvation is all of grace. Paul emphasizes this point throughout the letter, especially in 2:1-10.
Grace is God’s favor bestowed on people who do not and cannot deserve it.



Salvation is for God’s glory. God saves sinners not to solve their problems but to bring glory to
Himself (vv. 6, 12, 14; 3:21). The church will glorify Him for all eternity!

Salvation reveals God’s greatness (15-23). Ask God to open your spiritual eyes to see the

greatness of His power. Jesus is alive and has conquered every enemy! You may draw on His
power to meet every need in life.

EPHESIANS 2

From death to life. Lost sinners are not simply sick people needing help; they are dead people
needing life. The Son of God died that we might receive life through faith in Him (John 5:24).

From bondage to freedom. Lost sinners are in bondage to the world, the flesh, and the devil (vv.
1-3) and cannot free themselves. In Christ, you have true freedom (John 12:31-32; Gal. 1:4;
5:24). Now God is working in you and through you to accomplish His great purposes (v. 10).

From the tomb to the throne. God did not give you life and leave you in the cemetery. He lifted
you up to sit on the throne with His victorious Son!

From separation to reconciliation. In Jesus Christ, believing Jews and Gentiles are now one; the
barriers have been removed. Believers are members of one body, citizens of one holy nation, and
living stones in one temple (1 Pet. 2:1-10).

All of this is of God, His marvelous love (v. 4), and His grace and kindness (v. 7). No wonder
Paul opened this letter with a doxology (1:3)!

EPHESIANS 3

A purpose. “For this reason” (vv. 1, 14) refers to what Paul wrote at the end of chapter 2, the
building of the church. That was the purpose behind his praying and his ministering. Jesus said,
“T will build My church” (Matt. 16:18), but He uses people to help get the job done. Is the
building of the church your motivation to pray and serve?

A parenthesis. The word Gentiles (v. 1) put Paul in prison (Acts 22:21). God gave him a special
commission to evangelize the Gentiles and to explain to both Jews and Gentiles God’s “mystery”
(sacred secret): in Christ, believing Jews and Gentiles are one and share the same spiritual riches.
As He builds His church in this world, God is putting things together. Are you helping Him?

A prayer. This prayer is for spiritual vision, to see and lay hold of the greatness of God’s love
and power. God wants you to be concerned about “the whole building” (2:21), “the whole
family” (3:15), “the whole body” (4:16), and “all the saints” (v. 18). Is narrowness in your life
leading to shallowness and weakness?



EPHESIANS 4

To “give place to the devil” (v. 27) is to allow unconfessed sin in your life that gives Satan an
opportunity to take over. Some sins to avoid are discussed here.

Disunity (1-13). Believers are “all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28), but we must endeavor to
make that spiritual unity a practical reality in our daily lives. Satan uses people who like to have
their own way.

Immaturity (14-16). Spiritual birth must lead to spiritual growth as we become more like Jesus
Christ (1 Pet. 1:22-2:3). If we are maturing in Christ, we will show it by being able to speak the
truth in love. Satan is a liar and a murderer (John 8:44) and has a difficult time being successful
when believers practice truth and love.

Impurity (17-32). You have been set free from the old life, so why live in those old sins
anymore? Anything evil from the old life that is brought into the new life will give the devil a
beachhead. Paul names such things as lying, losing your temper, stealing, corrupt speech,
bitterness, and an unforgiving spirit. These sins invite Satan into your life, and they hurt you,
harm the church, and grieve the Spirit of God. Is it worth it?

1

Wiersbe, W. W. 1997, c1991. With the word Bible commentary . Thomas Nelson: Nashville



