1 THESSALONIANS 2

Faithfulness (1-6). Paul’s sufferings in Philippi might have made him hesitate to minister in
Thessalonica, but he was a steward who wanted to be faithful to the Lord. His message and motive were
pure, and God blessed his ministry. It is better to be approved by God and suffer than to be applauded by
men and prosper. When you feel like quitting, keep going (1 Cor. 4:2).

Gentleness (7-9). Young believers need a spiritual parent to lovingly nurture them in the Lord. Paul’s
ministry was motivated by love, not by pride or the desire for material gain.

Blamelessness (10-12). How important it is to be good examples before young believers! Children do
what we do, not what we say. Does your example as a Christian make it easier for others to grow?

Eagerness (13-16). These people had an appetite for the Word of God, and that helped them to grow (Jer.
15:16; 1 Pet. 2:2). When they heard God’s Word, they eagerly welcomed it and put it to work
immediately.

Hopefulness (17-20). Paul hoped to visit his beloved friends again; but even if they did not meet on
earth, he would meet them at the coming of the Lord. When Jesus comes, will you rejoice in His presence
because of people you have influenced for Christ?

1 THESSALONIANS 3

What should you do when people you love need your help, but you cannot go to them? The new believers
in Thessalonica desperately needed Paul’s ministry, but he was not able to return to help them. So, he did
what he could.

First, he sent Timothy to minister to the church. If you cannot go, try to get somebody qualified to go in
your place.

Then, he prayed for them (v. 10) because prayer is not limited by time or place. Your prayers for your
loved ones will do more good than you realize, so keep praying.

Paul encouraged them by writing them at least two letters. His great concern was not their comfort or
safety but their faith (vv. 2, 5-7, 10), their love (v. 12), and their obedience to the Lord (v. 13). Perhaps
today you could write a letter or send a card to someone who needs your encouragement.

1 THESSALONIANS 4

More holiness (1-8). Your body belongs to God, and His will is that you use it for holy purposes. Christ
purchased your body (1 Cor. 6:18-20), the Spirit dwells in your body (v. 8), and the Father has called you
to holy living (v. 7). Disobey and the penalties are great!

More love (9-10). You are taught to love by the Father (1 John 4:19), the Son (John 13:34), and the Spirit
(Rom. 5:5). Love is one mark of the true believer (1 John 3:14).

More quietness (11-12). Because they expected the Lord to return any day, some believers had quit their
jobs and become idlers and meddlers (2 Thess. 3:6-15). What kind of testimony would this be to the lost?

More hope (13-18). Christians sorrow because God made us to weep; but it is not the hopeless sorrow of
the world. Jesus is coming again, and that means reunion and eternal rejoicing!

1 THESSALONIANS 5

False peace (1-11). The “day of the Lord” is that time when God will pour out His wrath on the world.
God’s people have been saved from wrath, so they need not worry (v. 9; 1:10); but the lost world will be
caught at a time when they think they are secure. To be ready for Christ’s coming, God’s people must be
sober and live in the light.




Family peace (12-22). The local church fellowship should reflect God’s peace; and it will if God’s
people obey authority, minister to one another, and submit to the Spirit of God. Verse 21 emphasizes the
positive and verse 22 the negative, and both are important.

Faithful peace (23-28). Holiness and peace go together (Isa. 32:17), for the God who quiets the heart
also cleanses the heart (James 3:17). A disturbed heart is sometimes evidence of unconfessed sin. God is
faithful; let Him bring purity and peace to your heart.

2 THESSALONIANS 1

Along with persecutions on the outside, the church was facing problems on the inside. Some people were
suffering great trials for their faith. Others had quit working and were idlers. Still others were harboring
the wrong idea that they were experiencing the “day of the Lord.” Paul wrote this letter to encourage the
suffering (chap. 1), enlighten the confused (chap. 2), and warn the careless (chap. 3).

In times of trial, the essential thing is your faith (v. 3). God will see you through, so trust His promises.
Remember that others are watching you and you can encourage them (v. 4). You may be tempted to fight
back, but leave that to the Lord (vv. 5-9).

The lost will be eternally separated from God’s glory (v. 9), while the saved will bring glory to the Lord
(v. 10). Meanwhile, be sure that God is glorified by your life today (vv. 11-12).

2 THESSALONIANS 2

Satan wants to shake the saints and make them lose their confidence, and one of his chief weapons is
deception. Someone claimed to have a letter from Paul saying that the day of the Lord was present, and
others said they had messages through the Spirit (1 Thess. 5:21). The believers forgot what Paul had
taught them (v. 5), so they were trapped by the lies of the enemy.

The “times and seasons” of God’s prophetic plan are in God’s hands (Acts 1:6-8), and He has everything
in control. A sequence of events is sketched here to assure us that the church is destined for salvation and
not judgment (v. 13; 1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9). The Spirit of God in this world is keeping God’s program on
schedule.

Beware “prophets” who contradict what God has already said in His Word (v. 15). If you stand on the
Word, you will not fall for the devil’s lies. God’s people can face the future with assurance, hope, and
comfort because of the unfailing grace of God (vv. 13-17).

2 THESSALONIANS 3

Conflict (1-2). Anyone who seeks to live for the Lord will have enemies (2 Tim. 3:12). The weapon we
use is prayer, and the purpose for which we pray is the sharing of the Word of God (Col. 4:2-3). Not
everybody in the church at Thessalonica was devoted to the Lord, but Paul still asked for their prayers.

Confidence (3-5). God’s faithfulness to us is the basis for our faithfulness to Him. If we love Him, we
will keep His Word, and we will be patient in times of trial.

Command (6-15). The word command (vv. 4, 6, 10, 12) means “a military order.” Some of the Christian
soldiers in the church were breaking rank and disobeying orders, and Paul had to admonish them. Those
who cannot work must be cared for by others, but those who will not work must be disciplined. Never let
the bad example of others keep you from being a good example.
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