
2 TIMOTHY 1 

Perhaps some of the “enemies” that attacked Timothy are attacking you and making you want to give up. 

Self-pity (4). Timothy was having a hard time in Ephesus and wanted to leave (1 Tim. 1:3). Perhaps that 

caused his tears. When you start feeling sorry for yourself, remember that others are praying for you and 

that God still honors your faith. 

Neglect (6). Timothy had neglected his spiritual life (1 Tim. 4:14), and the flame was low on the altar of 

his heart. No wonder he needed to exercise himself (1 Tim. 4:7–8)! 

Timidity (7). Fear in this verse means “cowardice” or “timidity.” Timothy was not enthusiastic in his 

witness or ministry. The Holy Spirit can give us the resources we need to get the job done. 

Shame (8, 12, 16). Paul was not ashamed of the gospel (Rom. 1:16) or of the Lord. His friend 

Onesiphorus was not ashamed of being identified with Paul (v. 16). Timothy should not be ashamed of 

either the Lord or Paul (v. 8). 

Carelessness (13–14). Paul committed the message to Timothy, and Timothy’s responsibility was to 

guard it (1 Tim. 6:20) and share it with others (2 Tim. 2:2). Again, the Spirit of God enables us to be 

faithful. 

2 TIMOTHY 2 

God’s grace strengthens us and enables us to be faithful teachers (v. 2), soldiers (vv. 3–4), athletes (v. 5), 

farmers (v. 6), workers (v. 15), vessels (vv. 20–23), and servants (vv. 24–26). The world looks on us as 

evildoers; but we are God’s elect, willing to live and die for Jesus Christ (vv. 8–13). 

God’s grace enables us to overcome our three great enemies: the world (v. 4), the flesh (v. 22), and the 

devil (v. 26). 

God’s grace enables us to endure hardship (vv. 3, 10) as we fight the Lord’s battles, so that we do not 

deny the Lord (vv. 11–13). It helps us do work of which we are not ashamed (v. 15) and deal with 

problem people of whom we are not afraid (vv. 23–26). 

2 TIMOTHY 3 

Perilous in verse 1 means “difficult,” “hard to deal with,” or “dangerous.” It is the same Greek word used 

to describe the demoniac in Matthew 8:28 and translated “exceedingly fierce.” How do we live for Christ 

in such terrible times? 

Expect them (1–9). The person who is looking for a soon-coming paradise on earth is destined for 

disappointment. To expect these perilous times is to become not a pessimist but a realist. Note the 

emphasis on the wrong kind of love (vv. 2, 4). 

Follow the right examples (10–12). We tend to emulate the people we admire, so be careful about the 

heroes you select. Modern-day Christian celebrities may not exemplify the life-style God wants us to 

have. 

Stay with the Bible (13–17). Believe God’s Word will save you (v. 15), mature you from childhood to 

adulthood (vv. 15, 17), and equip you to serve the Lord (v. 17). Satanic deception is rampant today and 

has infected the church (v. 13), and the only weapon that defeats the deceivers is God’s inspired Word. 



2 TIMOTHY 4 

Christ is coming (1)! In view of this, we must know our task and be faithful to do it. Review 2 

Corinthians 5:9–11, and read 1 John 2:28–3:2. 

Apostasy is coming (2–5)! Indeed, it is now here. Many professed Christians have no “ear” for the Word 

of God. They prefer religious entertainment and sermons that will tickle their ears instead of cut their 

hearts. 

Departure is coming (6–8)! Paul saw his approaching death as the offering of a sacrifice to God (v. 6; 

Phil. 2:17), the ending of a difficult race (v. 7), and the gaining of a glorious crown (v. 8; Rev. 2:10). This 

is the victor’s crown given to winners at the Greek Olympic Games. 

Help is coming (9–22)! Paul was greatly disappointed when the people he had ministered to turned away 

from him and were ashamed of his bonds. He asked Timothy to come as soon as possible and to bring 

Mark with him. But best of all, the Lord came to Paul and encouraged him! No matter what His people 

may do, Jesus will never leave you or forsake you (Acts 18:9–11; Heb. 13:5–6). 

TITUS 1 

Titus wanted another assignment from Paul because he was having a hard time ministering in Crete. 

When you feel like quitting, follow the counsel Paul gave to Titus. 

Focus on the privileges of ministry (1–4). God declares His truth through dedicated people, and it is a joy 

to share the Word with others. The angels in heaven would love to change places with us, so we should 

never cease to marvel that God would use us! 

Obey the Word (5–9). Sometimes there are problems because unqualified people get into places of 

leadership or because places of leadership have not been filled. The Greek word translated “set in order” 

is a medical term that means “to set a broken bone.” The church body suffers when we avoid facing and 

solving serious problems. 

Face the enemy (10–16). Perhaps like Timothy (2 Tim. 1:7), Titus was too timid to confront the enemy; 

but it had to be done. “Sound doctrine” (v. 9) means “healthy doctrine,” teaching that contributes to the 

spiritual health of the church. Just as a physician must attack infection and disease, so local church leaders 

must attack false doctrine. 

TITUS 2 

Living (1–10). Whether we are young or old, married or single, we are all needed in the local church; and 

God has a job for us to do. One test of spiritual fellowship is its ability to accept and minister to a variety 

of people. How we live either blasphemes the Word (v. 5) or beautifies it (v. 10), and those who minister 

should set the example (vv. 7–8). 

Learning (11–12). God’s grace not only saves us but also teaches us how to live the Christian life. Those 

who use God’s grace as an excuse for sin have never experienced its saving power (Rom. 6:1; Jude 4). 

The same grace that redeems us also renews us so that we want to obey His Word (v. 14). 

Looking (13–15). What starts with grace will lead to glory! The return of Jesus Christ for His people is 

more than a blessed hope; it is a joyful hope (Rom. 5:2; 12:12), a unifying hope (Eph. 4:4), a living hope 

(1 Pet. 1:3), a stabilizing hope (Heb. 6:19), and a purifying hope (1 John 3:3). 

TITUS 3 

Remember what you should do (1–2). Christians are citizens of earth as well as citizens of heaven, and 

they should be the kind of people described in these two brief verses. 



Remember what you were (3). God has forgotten our sins, and we should, too; but it does us good to 

remember what it was like to be a lost sinner. (See Deut. 5:15; 15:15; 24:18, 22; 1 Pet. 4:1–4.) 

Remember what God did for you (4–7). Did you deserve to hear the gospel and receive the gift of eternal 

life? No, it all happened because of God’s kindness, love, and grace. “He saved us”—we did not save 

ourselves. He has washed away our sins; we stand justified in His sight; and we face the future 

confidently because we are the heirs of God. 

Remember what God expects of you (8–11). A major theme in this letter is good works (1:16; 2:7, 14; 

3:1, 8, 14). People who are busy for the Lord do not have time for useless arguments. 

PHILEMON 

Prvidence. While a prisoner in Rome, Paul met Onesimus (“unprofitable” [v. 11]), a runaway slave who 

belonged to Philemon, a friend Paul had led to Christ (v. 19). Paul won Onesimus to Christ and sent him 

back to his master in Colosse (Col. 4:7–9). The providence of God is amazing, that Paul and Onesimus 

should meet in the great city of Rome! Perhaps Philemon’s prayers brought the men together (v. 22). 

Philemon certainly saw Romans 8:28 in action! 

Friendship. Paul has so much good to say about Philemon. He was a beloved friend, a man of faith and 

love, a refreshing Christian, a praying man, a man who obeyed God’s will. Can your friends say these 

things about you? 

Reconciliation. According to Roman law, Onesimus could have been executed for his crimes. But he had 

become a brother in Christ, and Philemon had to forgive him and take him back. True reconciliation is not 

cheap; there is a price to pay. Paul knew this and was willing to pay the price himself. Can God use you 

as a reconciler? Are you willing to pay the price? 

HEBREWS 1 

“God has spoken to us!” What a tremendous statement, and what a great responsibility it brings to you if 

you have heard His voice through His Word: “See that you do not refuse Him who speaks” (12:25). What 

you do with the Word of God determines what you will enjoy of God’s will and claim of your 

inheritance. 

Jesus Christ is the Father’s last word. In Him, divine revelation is seen and heard in its fullness; and in 

Him, God’s revelation is complete. When we see Him, we see the Father (John 14:1–11). Through Christ, 

we understand where everything came from, where it is going, what keeps it going, and why it is here. 

We also understand what He has done for us. He died for us! Today He is enthroned in glory, ministering 

to us and for us (13:20–21). He wants to mature us and teach us how to walk by faith. One day He will 

defeat all His enemies and bring in His righteous kingdom. 

With a Savior like that, why look for a substitute? 
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