Systematic
Theology I

Taught by Dr. Luke Johnson

Mondays, June 15th - July 20th
6:30-8pm in the Education Center



SCHEDULE FOR COURSE AND

EVENING

SCHEDULE FOR THE
COURSE:
WEEK 1: PNEUMATOLOGY |

WEEK 2: PNEUMATOLOGY i
WEEK 3: ECCLESIOLOGY |
WEEK 4: ECCLESIOLOGY I
WEEK 5: ESCHATOLOGY |
WEEK 6: ESCHATOLOGY I

SCHEDULE FOR THE
EVENING:

6:30-7:10 LECTURE

7:10-7:15 BREAK

7:15-8:00 LECTURE



THEOLOGICAL TRIAGE

TIER 1:
DIFFERENT FAITH
TIER 2:

DIFFERENT CHURCH
TIER 3:

DISAGREE WITH UNITY

Full Deity and Actual Humanity of Christ

The Trinity
Justification by Faith Alone
Authority of the Scriptures

Ecclesiology
Baptism
Lord’s Supper

Gender Roles in the Church

Certain Eschatological Questions
Gospel Freedom Issues
Understanding of Some Difficult Texts

Understanding of Miraculous Gifts



KEY FOUNDATIONAL DOCTRINES

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and

for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work.

2 Peter 1:19-21

And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God
as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.



SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY Ii

PNEUMATOLOGY | ECCLESIOLOGY | ESCHATOLOGY



PNEUMATOLOGY:
DOCTRINES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
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PNEUMATOLOGY:

DOCTRINES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

e Session 1: The Holy Spirit in the Old & New Testaments
e Session 2: New Covenant Operations of the Holy Spirit



The Holy Spirit
in the Christian Life

Permanently Indwells All Believers



THE SPIRIT’S PRESENCE

Romans 8:9

"You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong
to him."

1 Corinthians 3:16

"Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in
you?"

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

"Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you,
whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a

price. So glorify God in your body."




THE SPIRIT’S PRESENCE

John 14:16-17

"And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you
forever, even the Spirit of truth... He dwells with you and will be in you."

Galatians 4:6

"And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, 'Abba! Father!'™

Ephesians 1:13-14

"In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,
who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to
the praise of his glory."




THE SPIRIT’S PRESENCE

UNDER THE OLD COVENANT, GOD’S PRESENCE DWELT
AMONGST THE PEOPLE IN THE FORM OF THE “SHEKINAH
GLORY”

EZEKIEL 36; JOEL 2; AND OTHER PASSAGES PROPHESIED
OF A NEW COVENANT IN WHICH GOD’S SPIRIT WOULD BE
POURED FORTH UPON HIS PEOPLE

JESUS ASCENDED TO HIS FATHER, AND FULFILLED HIS
PROMISE TO SEND HIS SPIRIT TO BE OUR “HELPER” (JN 14,
16)

NOW, EVERY BELIEVER HAS THE MANIFEST PRESENCE OF
GOD ABIDING WITHIN HIM OR HER



The Holy Spirit
in the Christian Life

Walking in Step with the Spirit



BEING IN STEP WITH THE SPIRIT

Galatians 5:16-25

6 But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. ' For the
desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the
flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want
to do. '® But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. '® Now the works of
the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, ?° idolatry, sorcery, enmity,
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 2! envy, drunkenness,
orgies, and things like these. | warn you, as | warned you before, that those who do
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 2 gentleness, self-control; against
such things there is no law. 2 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. ?* And those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. ?° If we live by the Spirit, let us also
keep in step with the Spirit.




BEING IN STEP WITH THE SPIRIT

Romans 8:13-14

"For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put
to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit
of God are sons of God."

Ephesians 5:18

"And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the
Spirit."



NOT BEING IN STEP WITH THE SPIRIT

Ephesians 4:30-32

“"And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption." 3! Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and
clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. *2 Be

kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you.”

1 Thessalonians 5:19-22

"Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test
everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil."




BEING IN STEP WITH THE SPIRIT

e EVERY BELIEVER IS SEALED WITH THE PROMISED HOLY SPIRIT WHO
INDWELLS THEM UNTIL THE DAY THEY SEE GOD FACE-TO-FACE

e HOWEVER, WE CAN COOPERATE WITH THE SPIRIT’S DESIRED WORK
IN OUR LIVES, AND WE CAN RESIST IT

e ACTING IN ACCORD WITH OUR “FLESH,” WHICH IS CHOOSING SIN,
GRIEVES THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR IT IS AGAINST GOD’S WILL AND
WORK INTENDED FOR US

e FAILING TO IDENTIFY AND RECEIVE THE WHAT IS OF GOD QUENCHES
THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

e WHEN THE SPIRIT FILLS US AND LEADS US, WE ARE CONFORMED TO
THE IMAGE OF CHRIST (ROM. 8:29) WHICH LOOKS LIKE THE FRUIT OF
THE SPIRIT—A LIFE OF LOVE (1 JN. 4:7-12)



The Holy Spirit
in the Christian Life

Christian Experiences of the Spirit’s
Work in Normal Life



THE “NORMAL” WORK OF THE SPIRIT

ASSURES US WHOSE WE ARE

Romans 8:15-16

“"For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abbal!
Father!" The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God."



THE “NORMAL” WORK OF THE SPIRIT

CHANGES WHO WE ARE

1 Peter 1:2

"According to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the
Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood."

Galatians 5:22-23

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law."

2 Corinthians 3:18

"And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit."




THE “NORMAL” WORK OF THE SPIRIT

ILLUMINES SPIRITUAL TRUTHS

John 16:13

"When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth..."

1 Corinthians 2:12

"Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
that we might understand the things freely given us by God."



THE “NORMAL” WORK OF THE SPIRIT

HE INTERCEDES FOR US IN PRAYER
Romans 8:26-27

"Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with
groanings too deep for words." And he who searches hearts knows what
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.”



THE “NORMAL” WORK OF THE SPIRIT

e WHEN YOU PRAY, THE HOLY SPIRIT IS WORKING

e WHEN YOU READ YOUR BIBLE, THE HOLY SPIRIT IS WORKING

e WHEN YOU ARE BELIEVING THAT YOU BELONG TO GOD, THE
HOLY SPIRIT IS WORKING

e WHEN YOU FIND YOURSELF NOT THINKING THE WAY YOU USED
TO THINK, NOT RESPONDING THE WAY YOU USED TO
RESPOND, NOT ENSLAVED TO OLD SIN HABITS, NOT
IMPRISONED BY SELF-JUSTIFICATION BUT FREED TO LIVE A
LIFE OF LOVE—THE HOLY SPIRIT IS WORKING



The Holy Spirit
in the Christian Life

The Spirit and Spiritual Warfare



HOLY SPIRIT VERSUS THE WORLD

1 Corinthians 2:6-16

6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are
doomed to pass away. ' But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our
glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. °
But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—

% these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. "
For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the
thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. '>? Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from
God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. "> And we impart this in words not taught by human
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.

4 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God. for they are folly to him, and he is not able to

understand them because they are spiritually discerned. '° The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be
judged by no one. '® “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of

Christ.



HOLY SPIRIT VERSUS THE FLESH

Romans 8:13

"For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live."

Galatians 5:17

"For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other..."

EPHESIANS 6:17; HEBREWS 4:12

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God...For the word of God is living and
active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of
joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.




HOLY SPIRIT VERSUS THE DEVIL

EPHESIANS 6:10-18

% Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. ' Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. '>For

we do not wrestle against flesh and blood. but against the rulers, against the

authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness. against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. ' Therefore take up the whole armor of

God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand
firm. '* Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, '° and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the
readiness given by the gospel of peace. '°In all circumstances take up the shield of
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; '” and take
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit. which is the word of God, 18

praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.




The Holy Spirit
in the Christian Life
Spiritual Gifts



SPIRITUAL GIFTS

TERMS:

e CESSATIONISM: A BELIEF THAT THE SIGN GIFTS—PARTICULARLY
TONGUES, INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES, HEALINGS, PROPHECY,
WORD OF KNOWLEDGE—WERE GIVEN TO AUTHENTICATE THE CHRIST,
HIS WORK (THE GOSPEL), HIS APOSTLES AND THEIR TEACHINGS, AND
HIS CHURCH. WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH AND/OR THE
CLOSING OF THE CANON OF SCRIPTURE, THESE GIFTS CEASED AND
ARE NO LONGER OPERANT AMONGST GOD’S PEOPLE.

NOTEWORTHY PROPONENTS: TOM ASCOL, JOHN MACARTHUR, THOMAS
SCHREINER, B.B. WARFIELD



SPIRITUAL GIFTS

TERMS:

e CONTINUATIONISM: A BELIEF THAT ALL SPIRITUAL GIFTS MENTIONED IN
THE NEW TESTAMENT (AND POSSIBLY SOME FROM THE OLD
TESTAMENT) REMAIN AND ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE BUILDING UP OF
THE KINGDOM UNTIL CHRIST RETURNS.

NOTEWORTHY PROPONENTS: D.A. CARSON, JOHN PIPER, WAYNE GRUDEM,
J.l. PACKER



SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Romans 12:4-8

“For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the
same function, ° so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another. ¢ Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us,
let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith;  if service, in our serving; the
one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one
who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts
of mercy, with cheerfulness.



SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Ephesians 4:11-12

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and
teachers, '2to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ

1 Peter 4:10-11
10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards
of God’s varied grace: "' whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of
God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God

supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ.



SPIRITUAL GIFTS

1 Corinthians 12

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; ° and there are varieties of service, but the
same Lord; ® and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all
in everyone. " To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one
is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, ° to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by
the one Spirit, '° to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability
to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation
of tongues. ' All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one
individually as he wills...

27T Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 22 And God has appointed in
the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing,
helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. ?° Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are
all teachers? Do all work miracles? 3° Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with
tongues? Do all interpret? 3! But earnestly desire the higher gifts.




SPIRITUAL GIFTS

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS:

THE CHURCH IS TO HAVE UNITY (ONE BODY) IN THE MIDST OF ITS
DIVERSITY (MANY MEMBERS)

EACH BELIEVER’S SPIRITUAL GIFTING IS FROM THE SOVEREIGN
DISCRETION OF GOD, THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT

SPIRITUAL GIFTING SERVES THE FUNCTION OF BUILDING UP AND
ADVANCING THE CHURCH—IN THAT, IT IS FOR THE CORPORATE
GOOD

EVERY BELIEVER HAS AT LEAST ONE SPIRITUAL GIFT

THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS LISTED IN SCRIPTURE ARE NOT
EXHAUSTIVE [MY HUMBLE CONCLUSION...]



WHAT DO WE DO WITH THE “SIGN
GIFTS”?



1 CORINTHIANS 12-14
AN ANALYSIS



1 CORINTHIANS 12-14
AN ANALYSIS



What Is Speaking in Tongues? We
may define this gift as follows:
Speaking in tongues is prayer or
praise spoken in syllables not
understood by the speaker.

SYSTEMATIC
WAYNE GRUDEM ey
Systematic Theology y "




1 CORINTHIANS 12-14 KEY POINTS

e THERE IS NO PLACE FOR PRIDE OR ELITISM
AMONGST GOD’S PEOPLE BASED ON GIFTING

e LOVE IS THE ESSENTIAL FOUNDATION FOR ANY
UTILIZATION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTING

e SPIRITUAL GIFTING, AS WE CURRENTLY EXPERIENCE
IT, WILL CEASE WHEN THE “PERFECT” COMES

e ITIS EXEGETICALLY DIFFICULT TO INTERPRET THE
“PERFECT” IN 1 CORINTHIANS 13 AS ANYTHING
OTHER THAN THE PAROUSIA, OR COMING OF JESUS



1 CORINTHIANS 12-14 KEY POINTS

e SPIRITUAL GIFTING BEING USED TO BUILD UP THE
CHURCH IN THE LOCAL GATHERING MUST:
o BE DONE IN LOVE
o BE ORDERLY- ONE AT A TIME (2 OR 3 MAX)
o BE CONTROLLED/DISCIPLINED
o TESTED AND UNDER AUTHORITY

e |IF THERE IS NOT MEANINGFUL COMMUNICATION FOR
THE FUNCTION OF ENCOURAGEMENT, IT HAS NO
PLACE IN THE ASSEMBLY OF GOD’S PEOPLE



A SUGGESTED FRAMEWORK

e JOEL 2 DESCRIBES THE NEW COVENANT AS:

28 “And it shall come to pass afterward,
that | will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

your old men shall dream dreams,
and your young men shall see visions.

29 Even on the male and female servants
in those days I will pour out my Spirit.
(Joel 2:28-29)

e JESUS INITIATES THE NEW COVENANT, WHICH COMES
WITH THE FULFILLMENT OF THE SPIRIT BEING
POURED FORTH (JN 14, 16; ACTS 1:8)



A SUGGESTED FRAMEWORK

e ACTS 2 (PENTECOST) IS THE BEGINNING OF THE

“SPIRIT-FILLED AGE” OF THE NEW COVENANT

o THUS THE CITATION OF JOEL 2 IN PETER’S SERMON

o ITIS ADESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNT OF THE
INAUGURATION OF THIS AGE, NOT PRESCRIPTIVE
FOR REPLICATION

o HOWEVER, JOEL 2 SEEMS TO CHARACTERIZE THE
AGE BY PROPHECY, DREAMS, AND VISIONS, AND
THE AGE ENDURES FROM ASCENSION TO PAROUSIA



A SUGGESTED FRAMEWORK

e PAUL’S INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CHURCH OF CORINTH, IF
1 COR. 13 IS TRULY REFERRING TO THE PAROUSIA AND
NO THE COMPLETION OF THE CANON, IS AN EXCESSIVE
TREATMENT ON A TOPIC THAT WILL BE UNNECESSARY
IN 50 YEARS
o THIS IS REINFORCED BY PAUL’S CHARGE TO NOT
DESPISE PROPHECIES, BUT TEST EVERYTHING (1
THESS. 5:20-21)

o IN ALIGNMENT WITH PAUL, JOHN WILL GIVE THE
SAME EXHORTATION IN 1 JN 4:1



A SUGGESTED FRAMEWORK

e WHILE A BIBLICAL, EXEGETICAL CASE LACKS
SUBSTANCE (IN MY HUMBLE ESTIMATION), THAT IN NO
WAY AFFIRMS OR CONDONES WHAT CLAIMS TO BE THE
WORK OF THE SPIRIT IN MANY PENTECOSTAL AND
CHARISMATIC CHURCHES OF OUR MODERN CONTEXT

e ON THE CONTRARY, MANY “MANIFESTATIONS” OF THE
SPIRIT REPRESENTED IN CHARISMATIC CIRCLES
APPEAR TO LARGELY DISREGARD MUCH OF THE
INSTRUCTIONS PAUL REQUIRES IN 1 COR. 14



A SUGGESTED FRAMEWORK

e MOST NOTABLY:
o DEMANDING ALL BELIEVERS SPEAK IN TONGUES (1 COR. 12:30
REJECTS THIS)
o BABBLING BY MANY PARTICIPANTS AT THE SAME TIME (1 COR.
14:27 REJECTS THIS)
o SPEAKING IN TONGUES WITHOUT SOMEONE GIFTED IN
INTERPRETATION (1 COR. 14:28 REJECTS THIS)
o DIFFERING INTERPRETATION OF THE SAME TONGUE
UTTERANCE
o TONGUE SPEAKERS REFLECT NATIVE LANGUAGE
*NOT ALL CHARISMATICS BELIEVE THE SAME THING, BE SURE TO NOT
MAKE UNWARRANTED ASSUMPTIONS.



A SUGGESTED FRAMEWORK

FINAL ANALYSIS

e THE BIBLE DOES NOT DEFINITIVELY CLOSE THE
PRESENCE OF SIGN GIFTS

e THAT DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE POSSIBLE
DIMINISHING OF THE PRESENCE OF THOSE GIFTS AS
CHURCH MATURES

e ALL REVELATORY GIFTS ARE SUBJECT TO THE
AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE

e SCRIPTURE INTERPRETS OUR EXPERIENCES, OUR
EXPERIENCES DO NOT INTERPRET THE SCRIPTURES



A SUGGESTED FRAMEWORK

FINAL ANALYSIS

e WHILE THE SPIRIT MOVES AND WORKS IN OUR HEARTS
AND MINDS, IT IS DANGEROUS TO RASHLY SAY “THE
LORD TOLD ME...”

e SIMILARLY, GREAT DAMAGE HAS BEEN DONE IN THE
NAME OF “PROPHECY”

e PERSONALLY, | AFFIRM AN “OPEN BUT CAUTIOUS”

PERSPECTIVE THAT IS IN LINE WITH CARSON AND
PACKER



WHAT DO | DO WITH THIS?

e SPIRITUAL GIFTS TESTS COULD HELP, BUT...
o ARE THEOLOGICALLY DESIGNED: CESSATIONIST
OR CONTINUATIONIST
o ASSUME AN EXHAUSTIVE LISTING IN SCRIPTURE
o TEND TO BE MORE DRIVEN BY PERSONALITY
TESTING THAN ANYTHING
e REMEMBER THAT SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE A
NON-ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE THAT WE CAN DIFFER ON
IN GRACE AND LOVE AS WE SEEK SCRIPTURE



WHAT DO | DO WITH THIS?

e PURSUE SANCTIFICATION AND PURSUING HOLINESS
IN YOUR LIFE
e COMMIT TO ALOCAL CHURCH

O

O

DEVOTE YOURSELF TO LOVING THE PEOPLE
DEVOTE YOURSELF TO SERVING WHERE THERE
ARE NEEDS

RECEIVE THE COUNSEL, ENCOURAGEMENT, OR
AFFIRMATION OF OTHERS

PURSUE YOUR PASSIONS AND RESPOND TO YOUR
BURDENS



