Small Group Guide: Revelation 2:1-11

Key Takeaways:

1.

2.
3.
4.

The importance of maintaining our "first love" for Jesus, even amidst good works and
doctrinal purity.

Suffering and tribulation can be expected in the Christian life, but we shouldn't fear them.
Being faithful to Christ, even unto death, leads to eternal rewards.

The spiritual realm (angels & demons) is very real and impacts our earthly lives.

Discussion Questions:

What does it mean to you to have a "first love" for Jesus? How can we recognize if we've
left that first love?

Discipline and intentionality are needed to maintain our love for Christ. What spiritual
disciplines have you found helpful in nurturing your relationship with Jesus?

How does the message to the church in Smyrna challenge our expectations about the
Christian life? Why do you think we often associate suffering with doing something
wrong?

In what ways do you see parallels between the challenges faced by the church in
Smyrna and those faced by Christians today?

Discuss the concept of being "rich" spiritually even while experiencing material poverty.
How can this perspective change the way we view our circumstances?

As christians we often feel pressure to conform to worldly ideologies. What are some
pressures you face in your life or work that challenge your faith?

How does the promise of eternal life and escaping the "second death" impact your
willingness to endure hardship for Christ?

What stood out to you about the description of angels and their role in relation to
churches and individuals?

In what ways can the book of Revelation help modern Christians develop a more eternal
perspective on their current circumstances?



Practical Applications:

This week, set aside time each day to "remember" your first experiences with Jesus. Journal
about those memories and pray for a renewal of that initial passion.

Identify one area where you might be compromising your faith due to cultural pressures.
Develop a plan to stand firm in that area.

If you're currently facing a trial or tribulation, write down three ways you can view it as a refining
process rather than a punishment.

Practice being more aware of the spiritual realm this week. Pay attention to moments where you
sense God's presence or spiritual warfare, and share with the group next time.

Choose a spiritual discipline (prayer, fasting, worship, Bible study, etc.) to focus on developing
over the next month to deepen your love for Christ.



