Ever Wonder Why Week Three: Grace
Have you ever wondered why Christians do or believe certain things? Over the past few
weeks we’ve been covering three things Jesus prescribed for us to do and believe. Today’s
topic is grace, because we love the idea of fairness, except when it comes to us. Then, we
want grace. But how and why do we insist on grace for me and not for we? That’s a good
question, and one God handled without our input.

Getting Started
1. What was the highlight of your holiday week? What was the low point?

What About You?
2. Where do you think our ideas and expectations about “fairness” come from?
3. Have you ever found yourself enjoying the process of watching somebody else get what
they deserve? Why do you think we find this enjoyable?
4. Do you find forgiving others to be easy or difficult? What about accepting forgiveness
from others?
5. Have you ever been in a situation where you felt the need to earn approval or
acceptance?

Look It Up
Read John 8: 3 — 11. Ephesians 2: 4 — 5.
6. Why didn’t the religious leaders enact the law on their own in this situation? Why did
they bring this woman before Jesus instead?
7. In your reading, what point was Jesus making when he insisted that the stoning be
carried out by persons without sin?
8. What do we learn about the character of God from this passage in Ephesians? What are
the implications for our own attitudes?
9. Is Jesus breaking the law here by forgoing the death penalty for this woman? Why or
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why not?

Putting It All Together
10. Can you think of any situations or relationships where you are holding onto your “right”
to condemn other people? How can grace begin to play a role in how you think about
this situation?
11. Will you commit to praying a prayer of thankfulness for grace each day this week, as
well as asking for the strength to extend that grace to others?
12. Where do you sense yourself holding onto your own efforts or attempts to “get it right”
instead of accepting God’s grace for you? What would it look like to give up on this
kind of pride?
13. Who needs your grace right now? What will you do to choose grace over “fairness?”
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