Let's pray together:

Father, | praise You for creating me with
purpose. Holy Spirit, search my heart and show
me the fears and doubts that keep me from
walking in Your purpose. Expose where | shrink
back or settle for less. | humble myself and
receive Your correction and encouragement,
because Your grace is enough for me. Give me
ears to hear, and a heart to obey. My life is

Yours for the fame of King Jesus.
Amen.




What happens when we attempt to
live our common and unique
purpose without the Spirit's
empowering?




“However, | am telling you the

truth: It’s good for you that I'm
going away. If | don’t go away, the
helper won't come to you. But if |
go, | will send him to you.”

John 16:7 God’s Word Translation




Acts 2 and 2 Peter 1:3
have this in common:

The Holy Spirit, His dunamis power,
and Peter’s withess to what God
can do in and through His people.




BECOMING:

PARTNERING WITH THE FATHER
IN HIS MISSION

o ART SIXTER),




All of us are born with a desire
to make a difference.




What God put in you to make a
difference doesn’t disappear.



The Father has already given

us everything we need through
Christ to make a positive,

life-giving difference.




“But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you, and
you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”

Acts 1:8 NIV




“In the last days, God says, | will
pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your young men will see
visions, your old men will dream
dreams.




Even on my servants, both men
and women, | will pour out my Spirit
in those days, and they will
prophesy. | will show wonders in
the heavens above and signs on
the earth below, blood and fire and
billows of smoke.




The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood before the
coming of the great and glorious
day of the Lord. And everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.”

Acts 2:17-21 NIV




“His divine power has given us
everything we need for life and
godliness through our knowledge
of him who called us by his own
glory and goodness.”

2 Peter 1:3 NIV




The question is hot whether
the Holy Spirit was sent. He
was. The question is whether
we are living like it.




Who is the Holy Spirit?

* The Holy Spirit is creative,
rotective, and intimately present.
Genesis 1:2)

 The Holy Spiritis a person.
 The Holy is our ‘Paraclete’.




The Holy Spirit is a Person to know.
He creates, protects, seals, leads,
helps, and transforms, and every
one of those is personal, nhot
transactional.




What has He been doing
all along?

In the last 120 years, His movement
has taken a specific and remarkable
shape that we need to understand.

e Origins of Pentecostalism
e The Charismatic Movement




Gateway holds a Pentecostal and
charismatic understanding of the
Holy Spirit.

* Pentecostal, in believing in a secondary
experience of baptism in the Holy Spirit
with biblical evidence.

e Charismatic, in believing that the Holy
Spirit equips all believers with gifts and
power for the work of the ministry and
the building up of the church.




What does the Holy
Spiritdo in us nhow?

e He authorizes us.

e He empowers us.

e He sustains us.

e He conquers for us.

e He produces fruit through us.




What this means for each of us is that the
Spirit's five-dimensional empowerment
is not reserved for pulpits and prayer
meetings.

He operates in salon chairs, classrooms,
and boardrooms. The Spirit equips
people in different ways and at different
times; the absence of a dramatic sign
does hot mean the absence of the Spirit.
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	What God put in you to make a difference doesn’t disappear;  it gets buried beneath responsibility, fear, failure, or even success.
	58% of 18-25 y/o experience little to no purpose or meaning.
	46% Gen Z (born between 1997-2012) feel a lack of meaning.
	A UK study noted men were nearly twice as likely as women to report that life has little to no meaning.
	Those who practice faith are more likely to report having purpose (87%) than those who don’t practice faith.
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	The Father has already given us everything we need through Christ to make a positive, life-giving difference.
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	Trust can be rebuilt, but how?
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	Enduring trust reaches toward the future.
	Quick forgiveness releases the past.
	Flexible boundaries protect the present.
	Next Steps:
	Answer:

	Every interaction is moving our relationships somewhere.
	So this week, choose to build, restore, and protect what God is doing in your relationships.
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	Trust grows in relationships where it is safe to tell the truth about what you think, what you feel, and what you need.
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	The gospel does what a communication workshop cannot do.
	The person who knows that they are fully accepted and whose identity is not on the line in the conversation can afford to tell the truth. It’s because they have Gospel-given security,  not natural courage.
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	I feel (name the emotion) when (name the behavior/situation).  I need/want to feel (name the emotion).
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	The quality of our relationships largely determines the quality of our lives.
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	Three Realities About Ourselves:
	Whatever is standing between you and the quality of relationships you long for, whether it's hurt, habit, history, or simply never having been taught  - it can all be overcome.
	Especially when it's difficult.
	Are we connected?
	Relational Connection Styles:
	The foundation of connection is love, which says, “I choose you”; not as a feeling, but as a present, committed relationship.
	VULNERABILITY
	TRUST
	SAFETY
	SECURITY
	SOOTHING

	SEEN
	Connection killers are real. Distraction, devices, disinterest, and ignorance are not dramatic betrayals. They're quiet erosions.
	“Are we connected?”
	Are we loving each other?
	The Five Love Languages:
	How does this person actually receive love, and am I willing to learn their language even when it doesn’t come naturally to me?
	Love in the Greek Language:
	Who’s in this life with you? Because love suffocates in isolation.
	The question is not, “Do I love this person?”
	The question is,  “Do they feel loved by me?”
	Those are not the same question. And the second one is the  one that matters the most.
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	A healthy church is not a collection of people who never hurt each other.
	It’s a community of people who know how to find their way back to each other.
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	How can I better understand relationships?
	When disruption arrives, it’s common to default to  JADE-ing.
	“People with emotional issues were remarkably immature emotionally in spite of numerous strengths, artistic abilities, and often considerable intelligence. The earlier in life the issues started, the more pervasive the lack of maturity they exhibited.
	[However], those who were making progress with maturity, keeping their gains, and making profound transformation were part of a ‘spiritual/social’ family that functioned like a replacement for their biological family.”
	Why are some “emotionally immature”?
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	The Father has already given us everything we need through Christ to become who He is calling us to be.
	Spiritual maturity looks like relational maturity.
	Next Steps:
	LOCATE your areas of immaturity.
	Name them honestly.


	Next Steps:
	IDENTIFY your triggers.
	You can't manage what you           haven't named.


	Next Steps:
	INVITE Jesus into those spaces.
	Growth rarely happens in isolation.


	Next Steps:
	NURTURE your new nature with God and others.
	Feed what you want to grow.


	The Father has already given us everything we need through Christ to become who  He is calling us to be.
	Identity is the Father’s declaration.  Character is a life-long,  ‘Amen!’
	Because the Father has already given us everything we need in Christ, an important question is:
	“Who am I becoming with what He's given me?”
	BECOMING:
	GROWING IN GODLINESS IN EVERY SEASON

	Character matters.  Alot!
	Everyone  has character.
	Character is who we really are. It can’t be hidden.
	The Father has already given us everything we need through Christ to become who  He is calling us to be.
	Reminder #1: Belovedness is Character’s Origin
	If character is formed early, then we need to start our “make every effort” growth journey where the Father starts, with connection.
	Character Formation  Thought Experiment:
	The Father:
	People:
	Godly Character:
	Virtues, values, ethics, and morals are very important. They are the shape of righteousness, but not the source.  Abiding is the source.
	The Importance of Belovedness:
	The Importance of Belovedness in Genesis 1-3:
	The Importance of Belovedness for Jesus:
	The Importance of Belovedness for Joseph:
	Jesus never defined character as adherence to rule-keeping. He defined it as fruit that grows from abiding.
	Belovedness establishes identity. Testing reveals trust. Dependence forms character. Character releases fruit and authority.
	Reminder #2: Formation is Character’s Process
	The Bible has a word for the process of becoming who we already are.  It’s sanctification.
	Reminder #2: Formation is Character’s Process
	Reminder #2: Formation is Character’s Process
	Progressive Sanctification What is declared must now be developed.

	Character forms as we learn to behold the Father rightly in every season, and not by trying harder.
	What am I looking at right now?
	In this season of your life, what does it look like for you to behold the glory of the Lord right here, right now?
	Reminder #3: Fruitfulness is Character’s Outcome
	Here's the best news of all: Jesus is the only one whose character was perfect. And He gives us His character because we’re loved.
	Let’s Declare Together:
	JAMES VAN DER BEEK
	BECOMING:
	RELEASING WHAT HINDERS

	“You are holding firmly to the truth you were given. But I am still going to remind you of these things. In fact, I think I should keep on reminding you until I leave this body.
	BECOMING:
	THE MINISTRY OF THE SPIRIT

	BECOMING:
	WHO DOES THE FATHER SAY WE ARE?

	“Yet to all who believed Him and accepted Him, He gave the right to become children of God.”
	“So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, neither male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
	If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.
	Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’ So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are His child, God has made you also an heir.”
	It’s common to look for identity in what we do, what’s been done to us, or how others see us. Deep down, we know we are more than that, yet we drift, drinking from dry wells of validation.
	Secure identity is not discovered through effort.
	The Father has already given us everything we need through Christ to become who He is calling us to be. Our identity is already given. Live that truth. The Father says, “You are my child, beloved and secure.” All of life flows from this truth.
	Scripture provides two powerful declarations that define and defend our identity.
	Your Identity is not:
	Your Identity is not:
	Your Identity is not:
	Your Identity is not:
	Identity is:
	The Father says we are His children, secure in His love, a member of His family.
	How can we “make every effort” to grow in our identity?
	Reflection Question:
	How can we “make every effort” to grow in our identity?
	Refuse shortcuts.

	If your progress seems slow, don't worry. The Father is slow-cooking something  amazing!
	Reflection Question:
	How can we “make every effort” to grow in our identity?
	Embrace obscure seasons.

	Reflection Question:
	How can we “make every effort” to grow in our identity?
	See suffering as refining, not defining.

	Reflection Question:
	How can we “make every effort” to grow in our identity?
	Practice obedience before opportunity.

	Reflection Question:
	Identity governs behavior.  Who we believe we are determines how we live, love, parent, serve, etc.
	Mature identity multiplies impact. Just as Joseph’s integrity saved nations, a healthy, consistent identity can transform families, communities, and churches.
	Growth in identity is not accidental. It requires faith-filled effort in every season.
	Let’s Declare Together:
	BECOMING:
	WHO DOES THE FATHER SAY WE ARE?

	It’s human nature to want to grow, to become people who experience meaningful lives through loving relationships, a purpose greater than ourselves, and a hope that endures. And what we all have in common are the many hindrances that stand in the way of our becoming.
	Yet, what we know to be true is that aspiration alone, even our strongest, self-funded commitment, is not enough to help us overcome, grow, and mature as sons and daughters of God.
	Formation happens through remembering.
	The Father has already given us everything we need through Christ to become who He is calling us to be. Now, let’s make every effort to live like it’s true.
	Transformational growth flows from passion and provision rather than self-imposed pressure.
	BECOMING:
	MAKE EVERY EFFORT

	The Father is inviting us to “make every effort” in five areas of growth:
	The Christian life is not about settling into comfort, nor striving in our own strength; it’s about sojourning faithfully between promise and fulfillment.
	How do we make every effort as sojourners without turning our faith into performance or our commitments into self-funded achievement?
	Gift #1:
	God gave us a faith that counts
	Gift #1:
	God gave us a faith that counts
	Gift #2:
	God keeps growing grace as we grow in Him
	What God has already given us isn’t just provision to consume; it’s seed to steward. The question now isn’t whether we have enough, but what we will do with what’s already in our hands—will we plant it, eat it, or share it?
	Gift #3:
	God already supplied what change requires
	We don’t make every effort to get power. We make every effort because power has already been given to us.
	As a child in the Father’s family, He has already given me everything I need. So what does faithfulness look like today, and how can I be a loving witness of His grace?
	Gift #4:
	God invites us into His life, not just His rules
	Gift #5:
	God freed us from what used to control us
	Peter is not offering a motivational pep-talk. He’s announcing:
	I hope this message frees us from self-funded, self-focused, self-empowered Christianity and invites us into grace-filled, promise-fueled, effort-required growth as sojourners in the Kingdom of God.
	“How is it possible that the gospel should be credible, that people should come to believe that the power which has the last word in human affairs is represented by a man hanging on a cross?
	I am suggesting that the only answer, the only hermeneutic of the gospel, is a congregation of men and women who believe it and live by it.”
	How can I apply this mesage?
	BECOMING:
	MAKE EVERY EFFORT

	BECOMING:
	PARTNERING WITH THE FATHER  IN HIS MISSION

	BECOMING:
	A LIFESTYLE OF RADICAL GENEROSITY


