
 

BLESSED VANTAGE POINT 
Week 4: Christmas Eve 



Introduction: 

Matthew 13:16-17  
16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and 
your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I say to 
you, many prophets and righteous people 
longed to see what you see, and did not see 
it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear 
it. 

We have a blessed vantage point. Many of the 
things we take for granted at Christmas are 



really about this amazing vantage point. We 
see things that the prophets who foretold 
them longed to see. They foretold promises 
that they never saw fulfilled in their lifetimes, 
but we get to see them. We live in the day 
where they can be examined, which is what 
we’ve done throughout this series.    

Our entire Christmas series has been about 
promises, which is really what prophecies are 
— they were promises about what will 
transpire in the future.  



But God’s promises are both for the future 
and for the present, our future and our 
present, which is why we are gathered here 
on Christmas Eve.  

What God fulfilled through His promises of the 
coming Messiah in the birth of Christ, what 
was foretold and fulfilled in the life of Christ 
and the death and resurrection of Christ, 
apply both to our present circumstances and 
our future circumstances after we die. That’s 
why we’re here tonight, because the message 
of what Christ did creates faith in us about 



our present and future circumstances. That is 
our blessed vantage point. 

Faith is not something you conjure. “Faith 
comes hearing and hearing the words of 
Christ.” Faith is created by hearing the truth 
about the Messiah, the Christ, as the Apostle 
Paul writes on the Messiah’s behalf: 

Romans 4:5-6  
5 And to the one who does not work 
but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, 



his faith is counted as righteousness, 6 just as 
David also speaks of the blessing of the one 
to whom God counts righteousness apart 
from works: 

King David wrote a prophetic utterance about 
the future benefits of the gospel when he 
wrote: 

Psalm 32:1-2  
32 Blessed is the one whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered. 



2 Blessed is the man against whom 
the Lord counts no iniquity, 

Only the reality of the Lord Jesus Christ 
provides that kind of security to the soul, the 
reality that He lived, He died, He rose again. 
That’s what we get to see that the prophets 
did not. We have an assurance to our 
relationship with God that they only foretold 
about.  

Listen to this again: 



Romans 4:5-6  
5 And to the one who does not work 
but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is counted as righteousness, 6 just as 
David also speaks of the blessing of the one 
to whom God counts righteousness apart 
from works: 

This message is why we celebrate the birth of 
Christ, because without the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus there is absolutely no 
chance for any person anywhere at any time 



to stand before God with such freedom and 
assurance. Christ is what makes that freedom 
and security possible for those who have 
placed faith their in Him. That is our blessed 
vantage point. 

“It’s important to recognize that God’s 
promises are not simply a pledge of a future 
reality; they bring about that reality in the 
present. The promise (or gospel) preached 
creates faith, just as the law brings about 
condemnation.” (Michael Horton)  



So, as the law condemns you and lets you 
know you’re a lawbreaker (a sinner), the 
gospel creates the faith that you can be 
forgiven. And not just forgiven, but changed. 

Romans 4:23-25  
23 But the words “it was counted to him” were 
not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours 
also. It will be counted to us who believe 
in him who raised from the dead Jesus our 
Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our 
trespasses and raised for our justification. 



Romans 5:1-2  
5 Therefore, since we have been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have 
also obtained access by faith into this 
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. 

So, we’re not only forgiven when we place our 
faith in Christ, but we can stand, we can live 



in a new way, we can live a new life because 
we are now in Christ.  

This Christmas season we looked at Ten 
Prophecies of hope and every one of those 
promises lead us to rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God. In other words, all the promises 
cause us to give glory to God, which means 
we give all the credit to Him for our faith in 
Christ and the hope we find in Him. God has 
provided us a salvation in which we take no 
credit. 



• The Dismissal Moment 

Because it is our prayer that you know true 
hope this Christmas and beyond. That’s why 
we gather together on Christmas Eve, to 
remind each other of this glorious truth, as 
the church bells did in times past, ringing out 
to the community that the church was 
gathering to hear the gospel proclaimed, to 
trust in both its present grace and future 
grace.  



It’s our tradition here at Center Church (as 
much tradition as you can have in three years) 
to illustrate the ringing of church bells as a 
call to hear the gospel and proclaim the 
gospel by ringing jingle bells to remind us: 

Matthew 13:16-17  
16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and 
your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I say to 
you, many prophets and righteous people 
longed to see what you see, and did not see 



it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear 
it.


