
WEEK 1 - What is 
Revival? 
Introduction 
It is no coincidence that God brought this 
great revival just a few years before the 
outbreak of the Civil War in 1861. It was 
estimated that in the period 1858-59 one 
million people were converted from a 
population of less than thirty million.  

Before this revival, the population growth of 
New York City began to force the wealthy 
residents out of the downtown area, where 
they were replaced by unchurched masses 
of working class laborers. Many churches 



moved out of the city to accommodate their 
members. But in contrast to these churches 
the North Dutch Reformed Church of 
Manhattan decided to stay and reach out to 
the lost masses of people who surrounded 
them. To accomplish this, the congregation 
employed a 48-year old businessman, 
Jeremiah Lanphier, as missionary to the inner 
city. And with that one man started this 
prayer meeting. The rest is the story you just 
heard. 

The gospel is a light that shines in the 
darkness. Some might ask, “Why would God 
bring that revival rather than just stop the 
war?”  

Remember, the gospel is not about how to 
make the world perfect. It’s about how to 
flourish in the midst of an imperfect world. It’s 
about a light that shines in the darkness. 

Revival is needed when that light is not 
shining as bright as it can through the church, 
because the people of God are no longer 
captivated by God Himself, but they are 
taken up with materialism and distracting 
amusements. 

The question we will answer to day is, “What is 
revival?” 

Let’s answer that by answering first what 
revival is not.  

Here’s what revival is not… 

• Series of meetings 
• Emotional excitement 
• Evangelistic strategy 

Revival means to bring back to life. You must 
be a Christian to be revived. You can’t revive 
something that’s not alive. So, you first must 
have spiritual life as in “he who has the Son 
has the life.” 

Here are four verses that highlight the 
principle of revival. 

Acts 3:19-20 
19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be 
blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed 
for you, Jesus, 



“In revival the Spirit comes down upon the 
people. It isn’t something which man can 
produce.” (Sounds from Heaven, p. 249) 

When I speak of revival, I’m not saying the 
Spirit of the Lord isn’t with us now. The point of 
rev iva l i s that , as one person who 
experienced the revival on the Isle of Lewis in 
1952 said, “ In rev ival everyth ing i s 
highlighted.” The normal work of the church 
is highlighted. It’s given an energetic boost. 

•Light fog vs. thick fog 
•Drizzle vs down pour 
•Low volume vs. high volume 

Repentance always leads to new life, in both 
the Christian and the nonChristian. In the 
case of the Christian, their spiritual life is 
refreshed or revived. Once Christians are 
brought back to dynamic spiritual life, often 
the nonChristians in their lives are awakened 
and come to faith in Christ.  

Revival can happen to a single individual or 
a single church or an entire city or a region 
or a state or a country or it can be 
worldwide. 

Why is revival needed? 

• Dusty feet 
• Hard ground 
• Coldness 
• Oil in a lamp 

These things lead to: 

• Worldliness — the church becomes 
indistinguishable from the world around 
us in behavior and values. 

• Prayerlessness — Paul says in Romans 
that one of the ministries of the Holy Spirit 
is to enable us to pray. So, when 
Christians are prayerless it is a sure sign 
that we do not have the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit because we have probably 
grieved Him. 

• Powerlessness — no prayer, no power. 
• Laxity — a loose view of the Bible and 

salvation and clear doctrine. In short, a 
lack of the fear of God. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 
14 if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal 
their land. 



Humble ourselves — we must see our true 
condition. The only way to see our true 
condition is through prayer and the word of 
God (the Bible).  

Then when we see our true condition, we 
must repent. We must turn from our wicked 
ways.  

In order to be revived, we have to remove 
obstacles from our lives. So, the preparation 
for revival is about removing obstacles. It’s 
about cleaning dirty feet. It’s about breaking 
up the ground of hard hearts, so that our love 
for Christ will have first place once again.  

“Very often, what seems like ‘harmless’ sins 
on the surface hide a much larger idol. One 
r e a s o n w e n e e d t o d i s c o v e r o u r 
subterranean sins is that if we only repent of 
the surface weed instead of the root sin, it will 
keep growing back again and again.” 

The New Testament counterpart of the verse 
in 2 Chronicles is — 

James 4:8 
8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.  

We cannot produce revival. We cannot 
manufacture it. But this is a promise from God 
that when we draw near to Him then He will in 
fact become more real to us. His presence 
will be manifest among us. 

Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. 

Another Scripture that shows the basis for 
personal and corporate revival. 

John 14:21 
21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is 
who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 

This is worded as a promise that if we obey 
the words of Jesus then we will experience 
the presence of Jesus. That is my favorite 
definition of revival. It is the manifest 
presence of Christ in our midst in a manner 
previously unknown to us. 

Five things that churches experiencing revival 
become strong in: worship, biblical theology, 
community, evangelism and compassion 
ministries. 

7 Points in the Pattern of Biblical Revival 



First, we’ll see the reasons the church needs 
revival and then we’ll see what they did once 
they recognized their need. 

1. Their worship lacked the presence of God. 

Isaiah 64 
64 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
    that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 
    and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
    and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3 When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 
    you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

What is this prayer about? It is about asking 
God to come down again. In other words, to 
make Himself known in a way that they no 
longer know Him. God’s presence was no 
longer discernible among His people.  

“That the mountains might quake at your 
presence.” When God shows up we know it. 
“To make your name known to your 
adversaries.” People who are against the 
gospel come to faith in Christ. That’s when 
God is most glorified. That’s why winning 
people to Christ brings the most glory to God. 

And when 96% of the church no longer 
engages in evangelism — that is a church 
that needs revival. 

2. They reminded themselves of how God 
worked in the past. 

4 From of old no one has heard 
    or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides you, 
    who acts for those who wait for him. 

Because of the way God fulfilled His word in 
the past, they trusted that if they did 
according to His word now they would see 
Him act according to His word now. They 
would see God fulfill His promises in their lives. 
He acts for those who wait for Him. In other 
words, draw near to God and He will draw 
near to you. 

G. Campbell Morgan points out that in the 
Hebrew there is an affinity between the word 
“wait” and the word “entrench.” He suggests 
waiting means to entrench in God or dig 
ourselves into God. To place yourself before 
God in expectation that He will do something. 

3. They were no longer marked by 
obedience to the word of God, but they 
were dominated by their sins. 



5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 
    those who remember you in your ways. 
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 
    in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

That’s why revival is needed — because the 
church becomes dominated by sin. 

4. Their lives were marked by prayerlessness. 
7 There is no one who calls upon your name, 
    who rouses himself to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
    and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 

A prayerless people is a powerless people.  

•Swallowing up sanctif ication with 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n a n d s w a l l o w i n g u p 
justification with sanctification. 

•Heb. 12:2 - strive after holiness. 
•“We persist in being suspicious about 

God. We continue to think that God is out 
to spoil our fun, to deprive us of our 
happiness. We have never been able to 
accept the basic fact that God’s 
commandments are wholesome and 
good. They are not designed to rob us of 

happiness, but to ensure us of it. You can 
resent God’s commandments and rebel 
against them, and you will find the 
terrible consequences God wanted to 
spare you.” (Roger Ellsworth) 

The church no longer has the manifest 
presence of God. No longer has it? Some 
have never experienced it. This is one of the 
greatest obstacles to revival — a church that 
doesn’t know she needs to be revived, a 
church that is used to services without the a 
deep and abiding presence of the Lord. 

And a church without the presence of God 
will be: 

• Worldly 

• Prayerless — Paul says in Romans that 
one of the ministries of the Holy Spirit is to 
enable us to pray. So, when Christians 
are prayerless it is a sure sign that we do 
not have the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
because we have probably grieved Him. 

• Powerless — no prayer, no power. 



•Lax — a loose view of the Bible and 
salvation and clear doctrine. In short, a 
lack of the fear of God. 

Judgment begins at the house of God was his 
biblical stance. “I do not concern myself so 
much about power,” he said, “as about 
purity. When they get purity, the power will 
come all right.” (Glory in Glen, p. 105) 

The good news is the church doesn’t have to 
stay in this state. 

5. When they recognized their state they 
called out to God. 

8 But now, O Lord, you are our Father; 
    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, 
    and remember not iniquity forever. 
    Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

When you remind yourself of the gospel — 
that you are Christ’s. It reminds you of what 
the gospel is for — to make you like Him.  

This is the rest — you are our Father. 
We remind ourselves of the rest so that we 
might rouse ourselves to prayer, to seek Him. 

Jeremiah 4:3-4 
3 For thus says the Lord to the men of Judah and Jerusalem: 
“Break up your fallow ground, 
    and sow not among thorns. 
4 Circumcise yourselves to the Lord; 
    remove the foreskin of your hearts, 

We cannot grow when there are things in the 
way — idols, pet sins, attitudes, habits — all 
contrary to what is pleasing to the Lord. 

The Christian life is like a newly planted field. 
If it’s not tended to, weeds grow. This series 
will serve as a hoe that uproots the weeds out 
of our lives so that times of refreshing may 
come from the Spirit of the Lord. 

    O men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
lest my wrath go forth like fire, 
    and burn with none to quench it, 
    because of the evil of your deeds.” 

Do you think because you’ve been saved by 
grace alone that God doesn’t say the same 
thing to you? Because we’ve been saved by 
grace we have the freedom to pursue 
holiness without condemnation. 



The reality is we are helpless to overcome 
our low state of spirituality without the 
presence of God. 

6. They recognized the churches were not 
overcoming. 

10 Your holy cities have become a wilderness; 
    Zion has become a wilderness, 
    Jerusalem a desolation. 
11 Our holy and beautiful house, 
    where our fathers praised you, 
has been burned by fire, 
    and all our pleasant places have become ruins. 

MLJ did a sermon series in 1959 where he 
remarked about how the churches had been 
steadily declining. He was referring to the 
mainline denominations of the day, which 
are today, by all fair accounts, places of 
spiritual ruin. They no longer believe the 
Bible, so they no longer preach the gospel. 
You cannot find God in such churches, 
because He has withdrawn Himself from 
them. 

When the church compromises the Word it no 
longer stands for the truth of God. All 
churches that give way to the values of the 
day over clear biblical teaching will slowly 
die and “our pleasant places will become 
ruins.” 

7. They called upon God boldly. 
12 Will you restrain yourself at these things, O Lord? 
    Will you keep silent, and afflict us so terribly? 

If you don’t do something, Lord, Your name 
will not be glorified. Pour out your Spirit as You 
did on the early church. 

What has God said to you today? Does the 
gospel flow freely from your lips? Or are you 
taken up with the things of this world that 
every seed of God’s word is choked among 
the thorns in your heart? Do you keep reading 
the Bible and attending church, but remain 
the same? Do you long for a fresh infilling of 
the Spirit of God?  

I believe if we commit to using this study 
guide to dig down deep into our hearts, God 
will do a new work in each our lives. 

Closing 
The year was 1906. The date was December 
21. The day was Sunday. The place was a 
church in Scotland. The minister described it 
this way: “The fire of God fell… there was 
nothing humanly speaking to account for 
what happened. Quite suddenly, upon one 
and another came an overwhelming sense of 



the reality and awfulness of His presence and 
of eternal things. Life, death and eternity 
seemed suddenly laid bare. Prayer and 
weeping began, and gained in intensity 
every moment.” As it says in Ezra, “The 
people could not discern the noise of the 
shouts of joy from the noise of the weeping of 
the people.” (Ezra 3:13)  

Friends who were gathered sang songs on 
their knees. Each seemed to sing, and each 
seemed to pray, oblivious of one another. 
Then the prayer broke out again, waves and 
waves of prayer; and the midnight hour was 
reached. The hours had passed like minutes. 
It is useless being a spectator looking. It is 
necessary to be in it, praying in it, part of it, 
caught by the same power, swept by the 
same wind.” (Glory in the Glen, p. 122) 

Can God do it again? The testimony of 
Scripture is that God pours out His Spirit when 
His people pray and repent. 


