
 

BEHOLD YOUR GOD - WEEK 4 
Beholding God in the Face of 

Jesus 



12. THE LORD REQUIRES MORE 
THAN REGULAR TITHES (AMOS 
4:4–5)

The Lord is angry at Israel, and Amos has 
come to proclaim God’s judgment against her. 
It doesn’t matter if the nation of Israel is 
dependable and exacting in the giving of their 
tithes and offerings if their behavior negates 
God’s laws.



In a passage that is thematically echoed by 
Jesus in Matt. 23:23, God makes it clear that 
stringent attention to the law in one area isn’t 
an excuse for license in others.

Opening prayer 

Prayer for the persecuted church: 
Here 
Prayer for a local church:
This morning we pray for our brother Bob 
Warning and 412 Church in Menifee.
Closing prayer



 INTRO:  Your Greatest Blessing 
WHAT IS THE GREATEST BLESSING? 
What to you is the greatest blessing of the 
Christian life? Is it eternal life? Is it grace? The 
forgiveness of sins? Whatever you think the 
greatest blessing in the Christian life is — 
Christ is greater. Christ is greater than any 
blessing. Christ is greater than grace. Christ is 
greater than eternal life. Christ is greater than 



everything! That’s why everything in this book, 
the Bible, points to Jesus. 

• What it means to be Christ-centered/the 
Noon Day revelation of God is Jesus Christ 
is the brightest revelation He has given us 

BIG IDEA: You behold God most 
clearly when you behold Him in 
Jesus.  
Jesus is the clearest image we have of God. 
It’s like God has given us a powerful telescope 



to look through so we can see Him who is so 
far beyond us. 

• Slides 

Today, we’re going to start in the Old 
Testament by looking at three things God has 
revealed about Himself, three things that are 
true about God and then we’re going to turn 
to a story about Jesus and see that these 
same things are true about Him and that’s 
what makes Him glorious.. 



1.  God is omniscient. 
GOD KNOWS ALL THINGS. 

Job 34:21 (NLT) 
21 “For God watches how people live;  
    he sees everything they do. 

God not only sees everything on the outside, 
but He’s see everything on the inside. He 
knows our thoughts from afar the Bible says. 



He knows what we’re going to say before we 
say it. 

2.  God is true. 
GOD DEFINES TRUTH 

Isaiah 65:16 (ESV) 
16 so that he who blesses himself in the land  
    shall bless himself by the God of truth,  
and he who takes an oath in the land  
    shall swear by the God of truth;  



because the former troubles are forgotten 
    and are hidden from my eyes. 

In other words, God tells us what is true. He 
defines truth. We don’t get to decide for 
ourselves what is true. There is no such thing 
as something being true for you, but not for 
me. If something is true, it is true.  

The pages of my Bible are made of paper. 
That is true. You can deny that and argue 



against it, but it’s not going to change what is 
true about the pages of my Bible. 

3.  God is merciful. 
MERCY IS WHEN YOU DON’T GET 
WHAT YOU DESERVE. 

Micah 7:18 Living Bible (TLB) 
18 Where is another God like you, who 
pardons the sins of the survivors among his 



people? You cannot stay angry with your 
people, for you love to be merciful. 

It is such good news that God doesn’t accept 
us based on our good behavior. If that was the 
case, if we were only accepted on the basis of 
our behavior, He wouldn’t accept us. 
Thankfully, we’re accepted on the basis of 
Jesus’s behavior. God takes the life Jesus 
lived and counts that as if it were our life. 



• “Behold, my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.” (Matt. 3:17) 

God is already pleased with you because of 
Jesus. You don’t have to earn it. 

NOW, IN THIS STORY OF JESUS, 
SEE IF YOU CAN FIND WHERE 
JESUS IS EXACTLY THE SAME AS 
GOD. 



Where in the story does Jesus offer mercy? 
Where in the story is Jesus all-knowing? 
Where in the story does He concerned about 
the Truth?  

See if you can find the three truths we just 
heard about God and see where they match 
Jesus in this story. 

John 4:7-10 (NLT) 



7 Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw 
water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give me 
a drink.” 8 He was alone at the time because 
his disciples had gone into the village to buy 
some food. 
9 The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse 
to have anything to do with Samaritans. She 
said to Jesus, “You are a Jew, and I am a 
Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for 
a drink?” 
10 Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God 
has for you and who you are speaking to, you 



would ask me, and I would give you living 
water.” 

If you only knew what God had for you, you 
would take it. If you only knew how good and 
loving and kind and just He is, you wouldn’t 
hesitate to trust Him. Jesus is offering this 
woman… what? Mercy. Jesus offers mercy, 
because being God, only He can forgive sins. 

Now, why did this woman need mercy? 



Jeremiah 17:13 (NLT) 
13 O Lord, the hope of Israel,  
    all who turn away from you will be 
disgraced.  
They will be buried in the dust of the earth,  
    for they have abandoned the Lord, the 
fountain of living water. 

God is the fountain of living water. He gives 
us physical life, but He also gives us spiritual 
life.  



The Bible says, “The penalty of sin is death.” 
Because we have abandoned the Lord and 
gone our own way, we no longer have 
spiritual life. We are dead inside spiritually. 
Jesus is saying He can give us new spiritual 
life. That’s what He tells this woman. That’s 
what He’s offering this woman. 

11 “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” 
she said, “and this well is very deep. Where 
would you get this living water? 12 And 
besides, do you think you’re greater than our 



ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well? How 
can you offer better water than he and his 
sons and his animals enjoyed?” 
13 Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this 
water will soon become thirsty again.14 But 
those who drink the water I give will never be 
thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling 
spring within them, giving them eternal life.” 

Jesus gives living water, because He is the 
Living God. And when we have this living 
water we have eternal life. So, Jesus isn’t 



talking about actual physical water, but He’s 
talking about spiritual water. It’s like your 
heart is a dry desert because of your sin, but 
Jesus can pour living water into your soul and 
make it thrive with vegetation. He can bring 
life to your dead soul. 

15 “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this 
water! Then I’ll never be thirsty again, and I 
won’t have to come here to get water.” 



Who doesn’t want to go to heaven? When you 
ask most people, “Would you like to go to 
heaven and be with Jesus when you die?” 
Most people will say, “Sure. I’d like to go to 
heaven.”  

But we’re going to see Jesus doesn’t just tell 
her she can go to heaven now. First, He wants 
to show her why she’s not going to heaven 
and why she needs the living water He gives. 
So, He says to her: 



16 “Go and get your husband,” Jesus told her. 
17 “I don’t have a husband,” the woman 
replied. 
Jesus said, “You’re right! You don’t have a 
husband— 18 for you have had five husbands, 
and you aren’t even married to the man you’re 
living with now. You certainly spoke the truth!” 
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a 
prophet.  



So here we see Jesus is like God in what 
way? He is all-knowing, just like God is all-
knowing. And just like God, Jesus not only 
knows what you’re doing on the outside, He 
sees your heart on the inside. That’s what 
He’s doing here.  

He’s showing this woman her heart, so that 
she will see that she is not the good person 
she pretends to be. She has disobeyed the 
law of God. To sin means to break the law. 



Jesus wanted her to see she was lawbreaker, 
a sinner. 

The Bible says when you marry someone that 
you should stay married until one of you dies. 
This woman was married and divorced five 
times. She broke God’s law. The Bible also 
says you shouldn’t live with someone before 
you marry them. And she was living with a 
man she wasn’t married to when she was 
speaking to Jesus.  



Jesus was showing her that she was a 
lawbreaker, a sinner. And the wages of sin is 
death, spiritual separation from God. She had 
no spiritual life. That’s another way of saying 
she didn’t know God. 

Now, instead of saying to Jesus, “You’re right. 
I’m a sinner who deserves God’s punishment.” 
She did what most of us do when we feel 
guilty about our sins, she changed the 
subject. 



20 So tell me, why is it that you Jews insist that 
Jerusalem is the only place of worship, while 
we Samaritans claim it is here at Mount 
Gerizim, where our ancestors worshiped?” 
21 Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, 
the time is coming when it will no longer 
matter whether you worship the Father on this 
mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans 
know very little about the one you worship, 
while we Jews know all about him, for 
salvation comes through the Jews. 23 But the 
time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when 



true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for 
those who will worship him that way. 24 For 
God is Spirit, so those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and in truth.” 

Jesus not only tells the truth. He is the Truth. 

John 14:6 (NLT) 



6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me. 

John 4:25-26 (NLT) 
25 The woman said, “I know the Messiah is 
coming—the one who is called Christ. When 
he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 
26 Then Jesus told her, “I am the Messiah!” 



John 4:28-30 (NLT) 
28 The woman left her water jar beside the 
well and ran back to the village, telling 
everyone, 29 “Come and see a man who told 
me everything I ever did! Could he possibly be 
the Messiah?” 30 So the people came 
streaming from the village to see him. 

Because this woman experienced in Jesus 
these three true things about God — that He 
is merciful, all-knowing, and true — she began 



to believe. Because Jesus knew everything 
about her. Because Jesus even knowing 
everything about her, offered her mercy. And 
because Jesus could give her soul life, living 
water. Jesus told her the truth about Himself. 

39 Many Samaritans from the village believed 
in Jesus because the woman had said, “He 
told me everything I ever did!” 

Jesus is merciful. Jesus is all-knowing. Jesus 
is the Truth. 



And it wasn’t just that He told her the truth 
about Himself. He offered her Himself. He 
offered her eternal life. He told her the hidden 
truth about herself, but it drew her closer to 
Him. 
John 4:10 (NLT) 
10 Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God 
has for you and who you are speaking to, you 
would ask me, and I would give you living 
water.” 



“Christ Jesus, so boundless and so 
incomparable in His excel lence and 
sweetness, and so few to take Him! Oh, you 
poor dry, dead souls, why will you not come, 
and bring your empty vessels and your empty 
souls, to this huge, fair, deep and sweet well 
of life?” 

— Samuel Rutherford 



“Christ is so valuable that you could never 
overbuy Him, though you gave yourself and all 
the world for Him.” 

— Isaac Ambrose 

Is your heart dry like a desert? Do you feel 
dead inside? The same living water Jesus 
offered this woman He offers you. 

• “I stand at the door and knock.” 

Song of Solomon 5:4 (NASB) 



4 “My beloved extended his hand through the 
opening,  
And my feelings were aroused for him. 

Say yes to this Jesus, “so boundless and so 
incomparable in His excel lence and 
sweetness, and so few to take Him! Oh, you 
poor dry, dead souls, why will you not come, 
and bring your empty vessels and your empty 
souls, to this huge, fair, deep and sweet well 
of life?” And He will fill you to the brim.  



Say yes to the Jesus of history, say yes to the 
Jesus of the cross and the resurrection, and 
say yes to the risen Lord who is here now and 
offers Himself to you the same way He offered 
Himself to the woman at the well.


