
HEAVEN 
Week 3 - A Disembodied 
Spirit with No Memory (or 
Casper Has Lost His Mind) 

Opening prayer 
Prayer for the persecuted church: 
SRI LANKA - Villagers recently destroyed a 
church and warned them to discontinue all 
worship services. The government of officials 
a l s o s i d e d w i t h t h e a t t a c k e r s a n d 
discouraged the believers from worshipping 
Prayer for a local church: 
Ricardo Mercado - started a church in El 
Valle De Guadalupe. 
Closing prayer 



This morning we open God’s truth… 

Last week we began looking at the floaty, 
floaty view of heaven as expressed in this 
myth. 

MYTH #4 - Your body only houses your spirit, 
the real you. 

FACT: We are not fully human without our 
bodies. 

NEW SAYING: You’re not complete without 
your body and your spirit together. 

The question we’re really addressing here 
has to do with what this intermediate state 
will be like, the state we’ll be in from the time 
we die and leave our bodies until our final 
resurrection. If to be absent from the body is 
to be present with the Lord, does that mean 
we’ll be disembodied spirits in the present 
heaven? 

That’s why today’s sermon is titled: A 
Disembodied Spirit with No Memory (or 
Casper Has Lost His Mind) 

Disembodied spirits are like wine without a 
bottle. Wine without a bottle is called a spill. 

Let’s ask a question to help establish our train 
of thought. What do we know for certain 
about this intermediate state? What have we 
learned so far? 

• We know that when we leave our bodies 
we’ll be present with the Lord. 

• We know that the Lord ascended into 
heaven physically, so heaven has to be 
a place. 

• We know that when the Apostle John was 
given a revelation of things to come he 
experienced physical sensations, such as 
taste and an upset stomach, in heaven.  

• We know that when the Apostle Paul was 
temporarily taken to heaven, he couldn’t 
tell if it was a vision or if he was actually 
there. That’s how real it was.  

• We know that Enoch and Elijah also went 
to heaven in their physical bodies. 

• We know that Moses left his body when 
he died, a fact that will be very important 
in just a few minutes. 



•We know that to depart and be with the 
Lord is better by far than this life, 
therefore heaven is always better than 
earth by far and right away. 

•We know that we’re not fully human 
without our bodies. 

•We know that we will not be less than 
fully human in heaven. 

Now, with all those facts in mind that we 
covered last week and established the 
biblical basis for, let’s turn to Matthew 17 and 
the transfiguration of Jesus. This is what we’ve 
been building our case toward. 

In Matthew chapter 17, the earthly ministry of 
Jesus is coming to an end. Jesus has been 
telling His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem, suffer many things, be killed and 
on the third day be raised. 

Matthew 17:1-3 
17 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and 
John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 
3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking 
with him.  

It doesn’t say they were apparitions of Moses 
and Elijah. Well, Elijah couldn’t be a spirit 
because he was taken to heaven physically. 
And he standing here physically with Moses.  

Remember, Moses died like we’re going to 
die. He left his body. But now here he is 
standing physically talking to Jesus. This isn’t 
the resurrected body of Moses. So, what 
physical body does he have? 

Well, biblically speaking, we don’t know. But 
let’s look at the rest of the biblical evidence 
for possibilities. 

Is there any biblical indication as to what 
type of body this might be? 

Well, let’s take a short detour and we’ll come 
back to Matthew 17 and the transfiguration of 
Jesus. 

2 Corinthians 5:1-4 
For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.  



This is the same letter and the same chapter 
where Paul tells us that to be absent from the 
body is to be present with the Lord. But what’s 
he saying here? If your earthly home, your 
body, is destroyed — no worries. God has a 
heavenly tent for you waiting in the heaven. 
Is he talking about an intermediate body that 
we have in heaven before the f inal 
resurrection? Maybe. Or is he talking about 
our resurrected bodies? Maybe.  

2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly 
dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on we may not be found 
naked. CLICK 4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, 
being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we 
would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life.  

Paul might be talking about our resurrected 
bodies here. But there’s also the possibility 
that you’re not going to be floating around 
for thousands of years in the intermediate 
state. Maybe there’s an intermediate body — 
“not that we would be unclothed.” 

Let’s consider some other possible clues: 

Elijah was taken to heaven physically, so 
heaven right now must be a physical place. 
Maybe it’s a place in another dimension, but 

that’s still a place. You can’t go somewhere 
that is nowhere. 

Moses died and was then absent from his 
body, then visited the Lord Jesus with Elijah in 
some type of heavenly tent.  

In other words, he had some sort of 
temporary body that was not yet his 
resurrected body, which takes us back to the 
transfiguration. 

Matthew 17:4 
4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If 
you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for 
Moses and one for Elijah.”  

Further evidence that both Elijah and Moses 
are standing there physically. You don’t offer 
to pitch tents for ghosts. 

Two other pieces of evidence I would like you 
to consider… I’d like to present to the jury, 
exhibit C — theophanies. 

What does that mean? It’s when God appears 
to someone in human form. That’s the form 
we’re interested in here, though sometimes 



God used other forms to communicate, such 
as a burning bush or the pillar of cloud. 

There are examples in: 

Gen. 12:7-9; 18:1-33; 32:22-30; Exodus 3:2 - 
4:17; 24:9-11; Deut. 31:14-15 

We also find the pre-incarnate Christ visiting 
people in the Old Testament. So, this was not 
the incarnate Christ, but it was the 2nd 
person of the Godhead in human form, 
known as the Angel of the Lord. 

We have examples of this in: 

Gen. 16:7-14; 22:11-81; Judges 5:25; 2 Kings 
19:35 

The point is, they appeared in temporary 
bodies. In the same way, possibly, we will 
have pre-resurrection bodies that will not be 
our final resurrection bodies. 

I’d like to present to the jury, exhibit D — the 
rich man and Lazarus.f 

•Explanation of parable 

Luke 16:24 
24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 

Here we have the rich man in the present hell 
where he is experiencing physical suffering. If 
there is some sort of physicality in the present 
hell, surely there is some sort of physicality in 
the present heaven. 

I’d like to present to the jury, exhibit E — the 
Apostle John’s vision of the present heaven. 

Revelation 7:9 
9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one 
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples 
and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 

They were standing. They had pigmentation 
because they were from every kind of people 
on earth. They were clothed. They were 
holding palm branches. Sounds physical to 
me. And this is the present heaven. 

All I’m trying to emphasize is that there is just 
as much biblical evidence for physicality in 



the intermediate state as there is for the 
floaty, floaty view of heaven. 

Again, the risen Jesus is in heaven physically 
right now, as are Enoch and Elijah. And 
Moses appeared physically during the 
transfiguration, so there is the possibility that 
we may have some type of intermediate 
body until the resurrection of the dead. 

So, if you hear this point of view from a 
Christian, “Humans are primarily spiritual 
creatures, therefore in heaven we will be 
disembodied spirits.” Answer: “Before God 
gave us a spirit, he gave us a physical body. 
We are both. Therefore, we are only 
complete as both. Do you think we will be 
less complete in heaven?” 

What about this topic is important for the way 
God unfolds his plan of salvation in history? 
I’ve mentioned this before, but what’s 
important to remember is that God’s goal for 
humanity has not changed. He created 
Adam and Eve to fellowship with Him in the 
garden. God will fulfill that purpose for each 
of us through what Christ has done. God’s 
goal for us is to walk with Him in the cool of 
the garden. And we will do so on a new earth 
in resurrected bodies. But he’s using our time 

here to train us now how to walk with Him in 
the cool of the fallen garden. 

If you are not a Christian, I pray the Holy Spirit 
makes you realize the danger of your 
situation. If you die without knowing Christ, 
you will not become one with the cosmos, 
but you will leave your body and enter the 
suffering of the present hell. 

It does not need to be that way. By looking to 
Christ, we can know our end. So, there is no 
reason to fear, because He has conquered 
death for those who place their trust in Him. 

Death is our greatest enemy. It is not natural. 
It is not part of the cycle of life. Death is an 
enemy. It’s the wages of sin. That is why it is 
so greatly feared. It is rightly feared, because 
in death you shall meet your God. It’s an old 
fashioned question that should never go out 
of style, but, “Are you ready to meet your 
Maker?” That is why you should fear death, 
because you have sinned against your God. 

But the Christian shouts, “Glory to God,” for as 
great a foe as death is, Christ is a greater 
Savior. The tomb is empty and the Lord is 
risen, not just on Easter but every day of the 
week. 



1 Corinthians 15:55-57 
55 “O death, where is your victory? 
    O death, where is your sting?” 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Death is still an enemy to the Christian, but 
Christ has taken away the sting of death. 

Do you understand what it is to have your sins 
wiped away? Is that something you can say 
has happened to you? 

Revelation 14:13 
13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 

There are people who die and it is a blessing 
to them. And there are people who die and it 
is not a blessing to them. 

“Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their 
labors, for their deeds follow them!” 

Are you prepared to have all the deeds of 
your life laid out before the God of the 
universe? Your deeds, good and evil, will 
follow you to the next life. And you’ll find that 

your good deeds don’t add up to as much as 
you thought they did. And you’re evil deeds 
will overshadow and bury them.  

What hope do you have to stand before a 
holy God and find acceptance? Only the 
cross of Jesus Christ, who died in your place 
to pay the debt of your sin, can you find 
salvation from the righteous judgment of the 
Living God. He died for you, He rose again, 
conquered the grave, as so many sing, so 
that you can know forgiveness. You can only 
know forgiveness by knowing Him. Call upon 
Him, confess your sins to Him and He will give 
you His Spirit. Then you will know what it is to 
fear no evil as you walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death. Because death will 
have no sting. Blessed are those who die in 
the Lord. 

Notice what Jesus said: 

John 14:6 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. 

Heaven is not just about going to a place of 
wondrous glory. It’s about going to a 
wondrous Person in glory. Jesus didn’t say, 



“No one comes to heaven except through 
me.” He said, “No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” He brings us back to 
our Father who art in heaven. It’s to the Father 
who adopted us we go. If you’re not 
connected to the Father through Christ, then 
you won’t be going to heaven, because 
that’s where the Father has chosen to dwell. 
That is what Christ has come to do — take us 
back to the Father. 

Now, we were given a glimpse of the 
resurrected and glorified body of Jesus in His 
transfiguration. When we see Him in heaven, 
He will be more glorious than all that we 
could hope or imagine. 

The same way that God is preparing us for 
heaven on this earth by teaching us through 
life experiences what it is like to have a 
relationship with Him, to walk with Him, God is 
also teaching us how to walk with one 
another in the unity of His Spirit. There will be 
a beautifully harmonized community of 
believers in heaven, but we taste that 
heaven on earth now as we walk in humility 
with each other. 

What does this topic mean for the life of the 
individual Christian? We can’t be fully human 

without both a spirit and a body. Do you think 
we’re going to be less than fully human in 
heaven? “It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in 
glory.” 

• MLJ - “Don’t keep me from the glory.” 
Blessed are those who die in the Lord. 
Heaven is always better than earth by far 
and right away. 

Now, our next myth is also related to the myth 
we just covered because it has to do with 
makes us fully human. If having both a body 
and a spirit are vital in making us fully human, 
what about a memory? 

That’s our next misconception about heaven. 

MYTH #5 - There is no memory of this life in 
heaven. 

FACT: We will have better memories in 
heaven. But we’ll have no fear of our 
memories because they will be healed 
memories. 

NEW SAYING: I can’t wait to reminisce with 
you in heaven. 



Let’s look at Isaiah, which is a passage that 
begins by telling us that it’s about the new 
earth, which is going to be our final heaven. 

Isaiah 65:17 
17 “For behold, I create new heavens 
    and a new earth, 
and the former things shall not be remembered 
    or come into mind. 

To teach that this means we will have no 
memory of our lives on earth is not only bad 
exegesis, but it’s a cruel and unChristian 
teaching. It mars the image of God in both 
the eyes of the Christian and the nonChristian 
and, yes, I will tell you why. 

First, it’s cruel and unChristian. If you have no 
memory of your life on earth in heaven, then 
you will not remember how Jesus Christ 
saved you to get you to Father. You will not 
remember how great His sacrifice was for 
you. You will be in the presence of your 
glorious Savior not knowing why He is your 
glorious Savior. That’s unChristian!  

Maybe people who teach this think it’s 
comforting that you won’t remember lost 
loved ones in hell, but you also won’t 

remember why you’re in heaven in the first 
place if you have no memory of your life on 
earth.  

Second, it steals glory from God if you can’t 
understand how God worked out your life for 
His glory and your good. Isn’t one of our 
greatest questions often, “Why would God do 
that? Or why would God allow that to happen 
in my life?” In heaven, we’ll find out all the 
whys. We’ll see how the wisdom and 
knowledge of God is beyond us and we’ll 
give glory to God for how He worked out 
every detail of our lives and the lives of those 
around us. 

“We know that the true story of our life, when 
known, will prove to be, as the hymn says, 
‘mercy from first to last’ —” (J.I. Packer) 

Part of what God is doing with us on earth is 
preparing us for our relationship with Him on 
the new earth. How can we be prepared for 
the new earth if we can’t remember what He 
did in our lives on the old earth? 

Third, this viewpoint has no concept of 
healing or redemption, which is what the 
gospel is about. Have you never had an 
experience where you were deeply hurt and 



then later, you found emotional healing from 
that hurt because of your relationship with 
Christ? 

Fourth, it’s simply bad exegesis. That means 
it’s a faulty interpretation. The Bible interprets 
the Bible, that is a rule of interpretation. And 
the New Testament interprets the Old 
Testament. So, if this is what the Bible 
teaches, that you’ll have no memory of your 
current life in heaven, then other Bible verses 
better agree with this verse in Isaiah. If they 
don’t, it means you have to go back and 
look at this verse again and see if maybe 
you missed something about its context. 

First, let’s see if we can find any other Bible 
verse that supports such a claim. 

Here’s a verse in Revelation about martyrs in 
heaven. So, here we have dead people who 
are now alive in heaven and… 

Revelation 6:10 
10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy 
and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood 
on those who dwell on the earth?” 

It is painfully obvious they remembered their 
lives on earth. They know they are martyrs 
who died for their faith in Christ and they 
certainly remember those who killed them. 

Again, in the parable Jesus tells about the 
rich man and Lazarus where they are both in 
the afterlife, Abraham says to the rich man: 

Luke 16:25 
25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your 
lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 
anguish. 

Jesus has both of these men remembering 
their lives on earth. 

Then the rich man pleads with the Lord to 
send Lazarus back from the dead to warn his 
five brothers about hell, another example that 
he remembers his life on earth. 

But there are more specific things Jesus said 
about the afterlife that let us know for certain 
that we will remember our lives on earth. 

Matthew 12:36 



36 I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account 
for every careless word they speak, 

That is going to be a tough day for 
comedians.  

Do you remember every careless word 
you’ve spoken in your life? I don’t. But you 
will on the day of judgment. This means our 
memories will be better in heaven. Not less, 
not lost, not lobotomized. But clear and 
precise. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 
that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in 
the body, whether good or evil. 

How meaningless is a judgment where the 
judged have no recollection of what they’re 
being judged for? Politicians at the judgment 
won’t be saying, “I don’t recall.” They will 
have perfect recall. 

Revelation 14:13 
13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 
“Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their 
labors, for their deeds follow them!” 

“Their deeds fol low them” expresses 
continuity between your life on earth and 
your life in heaven. What you did on earth will 
be remembered in heaven — your deeds will 
follow you. 

But here to me is the greatest argument  
against such an imbecilic teaching: once 
you lose your memory, are you even yourself 
anymore? We’ve already established the fact 
that you will be your true and individual self in 
heaven. You will be the same you, except in 
a resurrected and imperishable body. How 
can you be your true self if you can’t even 
remember who you were?  

Have you ever spoken to someone who is 
dealing with a loved one who is losing their 
memory? Memories are an essential part of 
what has made you you. Lose your memories 
and you lose a significant part of yourself.  

It’s just unChristian idea, because the glory of 
the gospel is that Christ is a redeemer. He 
redeems the lost. He restores the years the 
locusts have eaten. In the next life you will be 
the best version of yourself, because Christ 
has redeemed you. 

So, how do we explain this verse in Isaiah 65? 



Have you never taken a vacation or done 
something and said, “This made me forget all 
my troubles.” It’s not that you actually forgot 
your troubles as in having no memory of 
them. You did something that shifted what 
you were focused on. You did not dwell on 
your troubles.  

I believe it’s the same thing in verse 17 of 
Isaiah, because verse 17 parallels verse 16, 
which says: 

Isaiah 65:16 
16 so that he who blesses himself in the land 
    shall bless himself by the God of truth, 
and he who takes an oath in the land 
    shall swear by the God of truth; 
because the former troubles are forgotten 
    and are hidden from my eyes. 

This verse is not about forgetting. It’s about 
moving forward, because the future is so 
bright the past doesn’t bother us anymore. 
Our focus has been shifted. 

Our past sins will no longer trouble us 
because they have been washed away in 
the blood of Christ. God has thrown them in 
the sea of forgetfulness, as Scripture says.  

Does this mean God doesn’t remember? He’s 
all-knowing. How can He not remember? 
He’s the God of truth. No, it’s about heaven 
being a place where we forget what lies 
behind, as Paul writes, because our sins will 
no longer trouble us. It’s not about lobotomy. 
It’s about healing. 

There are some memories so traumatic, that  
even in this life some people actually have 
no memory of them now. But in the presence 
of our Father, every trauma will be healed. 
Every mind made right.  

One of the things we will give glory to God for 
in heaven will be all the wonders He has 
done for us on earth.  

We’ll give Him glory for how He worked out 
history. His plan for history will be unfolded 
before our very eyes. Who killed JFK? We’ll 
know for sure in heaven. 

That’s the other frightening thing. If you do not 
know Christ, you will remember every 
opportunity you had to consider the gospel 
and what really made you deny the truth. You 
will see the falseness of a worldview that kept 
you from Christ. You will finally see your great 



a r r o g a n c e o f a l i f e l i v e d w i t h o u t 
acknowledging or thanking or looking to the 
One who gave you everything you had on 
earth.  

You will see how you lied to yourself by 
saying things like, “No one can really know 
what happens to us when we die?” You can 
comfort yourself with lies like that now, but 
they will not save you from the God of truth.  
Jesus Christ is the way and the truth and the 
life and no one comes to the Father except 
through Him. 

Christian, everything you do matters. We’ll 
talk about it more in another sermon in this 
series, but when you stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ you won’t wish you’d 
been more frugal with your money. You’ll 
wish you’d been radically generous. 

Luke 12:33 
33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide 
yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a 
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief 
approaches and no moth destroys. 

Jesus Christ is Judge because Jesus Christ is 
Creator and Jesus Christ is Creator because 

Jesus Christ is Lord of all. There is no power in 
the universe that Christ did not create. There 
is no power in the universe that He does not 
rule at this very moment.  

And as hard as it is for us to believe, He wants 
to share everything with us. 

Luke 19:17 
17 And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you 
have been faithful in a very little, you shall have authority over 
ten cities.’ 

Cities in heaven? What’s He talking about 
here? 

Next week we’ll look more closely at what 
heaven is and what it’s going to be like. The 
question right now is, “Do you know you’re 
going there? Do you have assurance that you 
will go to heaven when you die? Do you 
know that your relatives are going to the 
Father when they die? Do you know if your 
friends and neighbors are? How much can 
we believe we’re going to heaven if we’re not 
actively seeking to share with others how to 
get there?


