
 

BEHOLD YOUR GOD - WEEK 9 
The Motivation of a Servant 

Volunteer of the Month 



Opening prayer 
Prayer for the persecuted church: 

Prayer for a local church: 
This morning we pray for our brother Daniel 
Garcia and Emmaus Church San Bernadino.

Closing prayer

• Illustration - getting permission to put up 
banners, because they owned the area.



INTRO:  God’s sovereignty 
guarantees that He has right over 
every area of lives. 
HERE’S THE PROBLEM 
In other words, He has ownership of our lives. 

Psalm 24:1  
24 The earth is the Lord's and the fullness 
thereof, 
    the world and those who dwell therein, 



Colossians 1:16-17  
16 For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him.  

You, being a creature, were created through 
him and for him. 



17 And he is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. 

You’re able to sit here this morning and listen 
to me because He holds you together. 

Isaiah 40:23-24  
23 who brings princes to nothing,  
    and makes the rulers of the earth as 
emptiness. 



24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
    scarcely has their stem taken root in the 
earth, 
when he blows on them, and they wither,  
    and the tempest carries them off like 
stubble. 

God established everything Himself, He  
Himself holds it together by Himself, therefore 
He is the only One who has any claim of 
ownership on the universe and everything in 
it. 



He created everything out of nothing, so He 
received nothing from anyone or anything 
else. So, He owes no one anything. 

He is eternal, so His rule over creation will 
never change or never end. 

He not only has the right to rule, but He has 
the ability to rule — His power, wisdom, 
righteousness and goodness make Him the 
only Being who is perfectly fit to rule over all 
things. That’s what it means to be God. 



All that to say, God is worthy of our service.  

Now, you would think being a God of that 
magnitude that He would just demand forced 
labor, forced service, but He does not. 

In looking at what it means to be a servant of 
Living God today, we’re going to focus on the 
humility of God, a term that is little used in the 
church and the results bear it out. 



BIG IDEA: People only serve God 
when they are convinced He is 
worthy.  
People don’t sleep in on Sundays because 
they’re convinced God wants them to get their 
rest. They sleep in on Sundays because they 
don’t believe God is worthy of their service. 
They’re not even sure God needs or wants 
their service. 



So, today we’re going to look at why God is 
worthy of our service and how we should 
serve Him. 

1.  Why is God worthy of our 
service? 

ABRAM AND SARAI 
Genesis 15-18 
Gen. 15:3-4 - God makes a promise to Abram, 
this old man with a barren wife, that he will 
have an heir, a son. 



Gen. 16 - Because Sarai is barren she gives 
her Egyptian servant to Abram to bear a child 
for her. 

We engage in horrible behavior when we’re 
full of unbelief. Circumstances and feelings 
vs. the Word of the Lord 

Gen. 17:19 - God reiterates His promise to 
Abraham. 

Gen. 18 - Sarah laughs at God’s promise. 



Nothing is too hard for the Lord, therefore He 
can be trusted. If God says He will do it, in 
due time He will do it. And this is the 
challenge is our serving the Lord. It often 
doesn’t happen quick enough for us. 
Circumstances and feelings vs. the Word of 
the Lord. 

• Evangelism example 

Am I going to let my circumstances and my 
feelings defeat the Word of the Lord? 



Isaiah 49:3-6  
3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
    Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 
    I have spent my strength for nothing and 
vanity; 
yet surely my right is with the Lord, 
    and my recompense with my God.” 

So, God calls us and we serve Him, because 
He is worthy of our trust. The results are up to 



Him. We serve Him because He is worthy. 
That’s why we serve Him. That should be the 
only motive. He is the One who will reward us 
and we leave that to Him. 

• We cannot serve to get praise from people. 

• We cannot serve to build our self-image. 

• We cannot serve out of guilt. 

There is only one right motive for serving God 
and that is because He is worthy. And we 
leave the reward to Him. 



5 And now the Lord says, 
    he who formed me from the womb to be his 
servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him; 
    and that Israel might be gathered to him— 
for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord, 
    and my God has become my strength— 
6 he says: 
“It is too light a thing that you should be my 
servant 
    to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
    and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 



I will make you as a light for the nations, 
    that my salvation may reach to the end of 
the earth.” 

And this is where our model for service comes 
into play. First, God is worthy of our service, 
because of who He is. Now, we answer, “How 
should we serve Him?” 

 2.  We serve a humble God. 
It’s an astounding thought. As a matter of 
fact, no other religion even claims this about 



their God. It brings a lot of freedom when you 
grasp the humility of God. 

To help us understand this, consider the 
difference between Christianity and Islam. 
Islam is an honor religion, which means 
Muslims are primarily concerned with 
guarding the honor of Muhammed. This is why 
they still have serve blasphemy laws in 
M u s l i m c o u n t r i e s . I f y o u d i s h o n o r 
Muhammed, you will pay the price now by 
being executed. That is still the law of the 
land. 



Christianity is not an honor religion. We are 
not called to defend the honor of Christ. We 
are called to proclaim the gospel of Christ.  

Now, we might be grieved when He is 
dishonored, but we’re not called to defend His 
honor other than unashamedly proclaiming 
the truth of Who He is.  

Look at what Christ went through during His 
trial.  



Matthew 27:11-14 (ESV) 
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and 
the governor asked him, “Are you the King of 
the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said 
so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief 
priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then 
Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many 
things they testify against you?” 14 But he 
gave him no answer, not even to a single 
charge, so that the governor was greatly 
amazed. 



He didn’t even defend Himself. Couldn’t He 
have called upon an army of angels to rescue 
Him? Couldn’t He command an army of 
angels now to do away with all evildoers in 
the world? Certainly He could, but He doesn’t. 

This is the humility of God. 

Christ is our model for humility. That’s why 
Paul writes to the church:  

Ephesians 4:2-3 (NIV) 



2 Be completely humble and gentle; be 
patient, bearing with one another in love. 

Can’t you see that God is not only utterly 
patience with you, but with this world? He 
breaks the truth to us gently. He bears with 
His messed up Church, because He loves her 
and is humble in heart toward her. 

Think of the amazing humility of God. 



He is all-powerful, but is so humble about it 
that He allows people to deny the universe is 
even His doing. He allows humanity to exert 
the power of words against Him. He humbly 
endures our arrogance and ignorance when 
he could blow our lives off the face of the 
earth like a dandelion going to seed. 

He is all-knowing, but is so humble about it 
that He allows us to discover knowledge, to 
create, to invent, to grow intellectually. 



He is omnipresent (everywhere at once), but is 
so humble about it that only the humble know 
His presence. 

He can create by simply speaking something 
into existence, but humbly allows us to ask 
Him that His will might be done. He gives us a 
part to play in making His will come to pass. 

Now, there will come a time when God will 
defend His own honor and that is called the 
Final Judgment.  



Matthew 20:25-28 (ESV) 
25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You 
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority over them.  

The way of the world is arrogance and this job 
is beneath me and do you know who you’re 
talking to and every attitude and mindset 
along those lines. 



26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever 
would be great among you must be your 
servant,27 and whoever would be first among 
you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

The ultimate act of humility is when the God 
who created you, the all-powerful God you 
deny, the all-powerful God you disobey, the 
all-knowing God that you claim can’t be 
known, the omnipresent God that you accuse 



of not being there for you — the ultimate act 
of humility is when this perfect God who gave 
you life, a life you do not even acknowledge 
Him for, gives His life for you — taking the 
deserved penalty for your mindless rebellion 
against Him upon Himself, the just for the 
unjust, the righteous for the unrighteousness, 
the holy for the wicked, the humble for the 
arrogant. 

That’s a God worth serving. 



God’s not asking you to give your life as a 
ransom for many. He’s asking you to give your 
life for Him, to serve Him as He serves, to love 
His church as He loves His church, to speak 
to the world as He speaks to the world.  

To be like Christ in your service, which is not 
service about — hey, how successful do we 
appear to be? — does anyone notice us yet? 
— let’s measure success the same way the 
world does and in doing so we can have the 
same attitude as the world in our service… 



There is one reason to serve — because He is 
worthy and can be trusted. 

There is one way to serve — humbly.  

And there is one reward in service — at His 
discretion. He’ll reward us fairly, but it may not 
be now and it may not look like what the 
world defines as success. 



Philippians 2:1-8 (NIV) 
3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests 
but each of you to the interests of the others. 
5 In your relationships with one another, have 
the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God,  
    did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own 
advantage; 



7 rather, he made himself nothing  
    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man,  
    he humbled himself  
    by becoming obedient to death—  
        even death on a cross! 

Is your service humble? 


