
 

YOUR GIFT FOR OTHERS - WEEK 4 
The Forgotten Gifts 

Opening prayer 



Prayer for the persecuted church: 

Prayer for a local church: 
This morning we pray for our brother Bob 
Warning and Crossway Church in Menifee.

Closing prayer

INTRO:  The best gift of Christmas. 

• Fort Apache Stockade
• G.I. Joe Jeep with Spotlight and Cannon
• Mattel Thingmaker Fighting Men



• Tudor Electric Football Game — the Super 
Bowl

• The Forgotten Gift

Today we’re going to be examining the more 
spectacular gifts, the big gifts, or some might 
feel, the more controversial gifts Paul writes 
about in 1 Corinthians 12.

1. THE PROBLEM: The church 
can’t seem to find a biblical 
balance with the gifts. 



2.  ONE SOLUTION: IGNORE 
THEM. 
Cessationism

3.  ANOTHER SOLUTION: GO 
CRAZY 
Charismania 



4.  THE GOSPEL’S SOLUTION: 
DON’T BE IGNORANT 

1 Corinthians 12:1-10  
12 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I 
do not want you to be uninformed.  

The church can’t seem to find a biblical 
balance concerning spiritual gifts. 



2 You know that when you were pagans you 
were led astray to mute idols, however you 
were led.  

We all have experienced the powerlessness of 
idols. Our God is not mute. He speaks. His 
Word is living and active. This Word, the Bible 
— it’s a living Word. And God shows Himself 
through the Holy Spirit’s gifts to the church. 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, 



but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who 
empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good.  

Now, a manifestation is a display. The Holy 
Spirit shows Himself in different ways through 
different believers. What are some of those 
ways? 



8 For to one is given through the Spirit the 
utterance of wisdom,  

What is an utterance of wisdom or a word of 
wisdom and is it different than common 
wisdom? Hopefully, we are all growing in the 
wisdom and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. So, in one sense, all Christians should 
have some wisdom, because God promises 
that by following Christ even the simple will 
be made wise in terms of how to live life. So, it 



would be redundant for Paul to lump a word 
of wisdom in with general growth in wisdom.  

The word of wisdom Paul is referring to here 
is given in the moment by the Holy Spirit as it 
is needed. It is Spirit induced. It’s not 
something a Christian can turn on or off. It’s a 
word that the Spirit brings through a believer 
to another believer or a group of believers in a 
given moment. 



and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit,  

Again, we’re all growing in knowledge 
biblically, but Paul is referring to a word of 
knowledge given by the Holy Spirit to a 
believer who shares it with someone or some 
group. This can be knowledge that the 
believer has no access to outside of the Holy 
Spirit giving it to him or her. Sometimes the 
person giving the word of knowledge is not 
even aware that they a giving one. 



• “I saw you on stairway.” 
• Affair with his secretary 

9 to another faith by the same Spirit,  

We all have faith, right? Every believer has 
faith in Christ, otherwise you’re not saved. For 
by grace you are saved through faith. But Paul 
here is talking about some believers who have 
a greater faith to trust God than other 



believers. This is another reason I don’t think 
Paul is referring to just common wisdom or 
common knowledge in relation to the 
Christian. This is Holy Spirit induced wisdom, 
knowledge and faith. 

to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  

T h e t w o g r e a t a r g u m e n t s a g a i n s t 
cessationism to me are: One, why would the 
Lord include an entire chapter on the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit if He was planning on pulling 



the plug on them? That makes no sense to 
me. Second, cessationists will make them 
claim that the majority can be wrong. I agree. 
But in the case of gifts, they’re not just saying 
certain groups of Christians are wrong 
theologically for believing the gifts are still 
operat ional . They’re discounting any 
experience you’ve had that confirms that the 
gifts are still operational. If you’ve ever had 
the experience of praying for someone and 
the person was healed, the cessationist will 
say to you, “That’s not really what happened.” 
That’s outlandish in more ways than one. 



First, because that mindset borders on 
unbelieving skepticism. Skeptics who don’t 
believe God say exactly that same thing. 
Second, there’s an arrogance to such a claim, 
because you can neither confirm nor deny 
someone else’s experience. You have to deny 
so many sincere and truthful Christians, not 
just today, but throughout all church history. 
The only thing that can confirm our 
experiences is the Word of God. 

10 to another the working of miracles,  



This isn’t healing. This is the working of 
miracles.  

James 5:17 
17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, 
and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, 
and it did not rain on the earth for three years 
and six months. 



1 Corinthians 12:10 
to another prophecy,  

What is prophecy? Well, it’s not teaching 
because Paul lists prophecy and teaching 
separately in another list of gifts. That right 
there tells us he doesn’t mean they’re the 
same thing. 

Secondly, there is a distinction between the 
Old Testament prophets and the gift of 



prophecy Paul refers to here. We are told that 
the church is built on the foundation of the 
Apostles and Prophets. (Ephesians 2:20) The 
Apostles were those men specifically 
commissioned by the risen Christ Himself. 
They had an authority over the church that no 
one else in church history has had or ever will 
have, very much like the Prophets of the Old 
Testament.  

The Prophets this verse refers to are the Old 
Testament prophets like Isaiah and Ezekiel 



who foretold of the coming Messiah. Clearly, 
no New Testament prophet is a prophet the 
church was build upon. Therefore, there is a 
distinction between the Old Testament office 
of Prophet and the New Testament gift of 
prophecy.  

The gift of prophesy in the New Testament 
was used of ordinary Christians scattered 
throughout the early churches who spoke not 
with absolute divine authority  but simply to 
report something that God had laid on their 



hearts or brought to their minds. And that is 
the great confusion of this gift. The word of a 
prophet in the New Testament is not 
equivalent to the Word of God as the Apostle’s 
words were. Here’s the example that shows 
us that. 

Acts 21:4  
4 After looking up the disciples, we stayed 
there seven days; and they kept telling 
Paul through the Spirit not to set foot in 
Jerusalem. 



This is a word given through the Spirit, which 
is what prophecy is, to the Apostle Paul, but  
as we read on we discover that Paul 
disobeyed this prophetic word. He would have 
never done so if he considered a prophetic 
word equal with Scripture. 

In Acts 21:9 we are told that Philip had "four 
unmarried daughters who prophesied." 
They’re only mentioned in passing, but it is 
interesting to note that there is no record of 
their speaking with absolute divine authority 



or of any words of Scripture written by them 
or by any other prophets who were ordinary 
believers in local NT churches. 

1 Corinthians 12:10-11 
to another the ability to distinguish between 
spirits,  

This is the gift of discernment. 



to another various kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All 
these are empowered by one and the same 
Spirit, who apportions to each one 
individually as he wills. 

1 Corinthians 14:1  
14 Pursue love, yet desire 
earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that 
you may prophesy. 



1 Corinthians 14:39-40  
39 Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly 
to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak in 
tongues. 40 But all things must be done 
properly and in an orderly manner. 


