
 

EXODUS - WEEK 9 
The Good News of Justice 

Opening prayer 



Prayer for the persecuted church: 

Prayer for a local church: 
This morning we pray for our brother Daniel 
Garcia and Emmaus Church San Bernadino.

Closing prayer

Introduction: 
• The problem of justice for people  
• Albert Camus struggled with belief in God 

because of the injustice in the world. 



Today as we look at Exodus chapter 9, we will 
examine the good news of God’s justice. 

Exodus 9:1-3 
9 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to 
Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, 
the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, 
that they may serve me.  

Here we have people being held in bondage, 
unjustly and God demands that they be freed. 



Why? Because the Lord is a God of justice. He 
is justice as much as He is love. 

2 For if you refuse to let them go and still hold 
them, 3 behold, the hand of the Lord will fall 
with a very severe plague upon your livestock 
that are in the field, the horses, the donkeys, 
the camels, the herds, and the flocks.  

There will be justice, because God is a God of 
justice. 



Notice, also, that the plagues are growing in 
severity. The message hasn’t changed. “Let 
my people go that they may serve Me. You’re 
preventing people from worshipping God. Let 
them go.” The message never changes. Every 
time Moses goes in to see Pharaoh, he 
doesn’t have to ask, “Oh, what message do 
you have for me today?” It’s always the same 
message.  

This is the fourth time the Lord makes the 
same request, “Let my people go.” And God is 



making this request for people who are in 
bondage to Pharaoh.  

If you are a Christian you have been taken out 
of the realm of darkness and you’ve been 
transferred into the kingdom of God’s beloved 
Son. So, for you — it is finished. The work of 
Christ has been applied to you. God’s justice 
has been applied to you.  

Now, what does that mean when it comes to 
the justice of God? What does it mean that 
God is just? Well, what does it mean for any 



society? In a just society, those who commit 
crimes will be punished and the punishment 
will fit the crime. That’s what capital 
punishment is about — someone who 
murders is given the most severe sentence 
the law can hand down. 

So, regarding the justice of God, what is the 
most heinous crime someone can commit in 
the universe? Looking an all-knowing, all-
loving, all-wise God in the face and saying, “I 
think I know better you.” This is why the cry 
for justice in a universe without a God 



becomes a nonsensical cry. If there is no 
source of ultimate justice, then there is no 
justice. Why demand it? 

But if God is just, then He will also sentence 
you for your crime of rebellion against Him 
and the wages of that sin is death. You are 
dead in your disobedience against God and 
that’s the state you find yourself in when you 
don’t know Christ. But God being rich in 
mercy… 

Ephesians 2:4-5  



4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the 
great love with which he loved us,5 even when 
we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have 
been saved— 

Once the work of Christ has been applied to 
you, once His death in your place has been 
applied to you — it is finished. Nothing needs 
to be added to it. God’s justice is perfect in 
Christ. 



God’s message to Pharaoh never changed. 
What does that tell us about the gospel?  

1.  The Gospel Doesn’t Change. 
It’s the same message.  

You are in bondage to your own self-
centeredness. You couldn’t put others first if 
you tried. Every decision you make is made in 
light of how it’s going to effect you, first and 
foremost. The core of your being is sinful. It’s 
flawed. Not only do you put yourself first 



before others, but you put yourself first before 
God. You are a cosmic traitor against God. 
Good luck facing Him on your own.  

You can’t save yourself from your situation. 
But God can. And God wants to save you, 
because He is rich in mercy. So, God sent His 
only Son to take the penalty for your treason 
by dying on the cross. When you place your 
faith in what He has done for you on the cross 
— it is finished.  

That message never changes. 



Then He rose from the dead, sent His Spirit to 
fill you, to change your heart from being 
centered in self to being centered in Christ. 
And your heart has changed. It’s no longer a 
heart centered in darkness. It’s a heart 
centered in God’s beloved Son. That’s what 
makes you a Christian — you have been gifted 
a new heart.  

That message never changes.  



And if you have faith in that message, in the 
finished work of Christ, that’s what makes you 
different.  

There is a distinction even now between belief 
and unbelief, between those who believe in 
Christ and those who don’t. 

Exodus 9:4-7 
4 But the Lord will make a distinction between 
the livestock of Israel and the livestock of 
Egypt, so that nothing of all that belongs to 



the people of Israel shall die.”’” 5 And 
the Lord set a time, saying, “Tomorrow 
the Lord will do this thing in the land.” 6 And 
the next day the Lord did this thing.  

If God says judgment is coming, judgment is 
coming. If there is no future judgment, then a 
just God does not exist. 

All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not 
one of the livestock of the people of Israel 
died. 7 And Pharaoh sent, and behold, not one 
of the livestock of Israel was dead. But the 



heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did 
not let the people go. 

What false god is being confronted in the 
plague on the livestock? The book of 
Numbers tells us how to interpret the plagues 
of Egypt. 

Numbers 33:4  
4 while the Egyptians were burying all their 
firstborn, whom the Lord had struck down 



among them. On their gods also 
the Lord executed judgments. 

So, God was judging the idols of the 
Egyptians. The bovine, the cows, the bulls, 
were all worshipped by many Egyptians. They 
all portrayed various false gods, too many to 
mention. 

• Buchis was the sacred bull of Hermonthis. 

• Mnevis was worshipped at Heliopolis. 



• Bulls sometimes embodied Ptah and Ra. 

• The chief bull was Apis who had his own 
temple where priests maintained a live bull 
as the incarnation of Apis. When this bull 
died, he was given an elaborate burial. 
Archaeologists have discovered funeral 
sights for hundreds of these Apis bulls. 

• Isis, queen of the gods, was often depicted 
with cow horns on her head. 

• The goddess Hathor had the head of a cow 
and she was the goddess of love and 



beauty. (I guess beauty is in the eye of the 
farmer.) 

Egypt was full of sacred cows. It’s no wonder 
that when Israel rebelled against the Lord that 
they had Aaron make a golden calf. They had 
spent so much of their lives around these 
false gods of Egypt. 

In this plague, God was showing the 
Egyptians the powerlessness of their false 
gods and their false religions.  



You know why deconversion stories have 
become so popular in our culture? The stories 
of supposedly former Christians who become 
atheists or Buddhists or something else? The 
reason they’re so popular is because all the 
stories of people finding deliverance are 
primarily told with Jesus as the central figure 
of their deliverance. Former drug addicts, 
former criminals, former adulterers, former 
adherents of false religions are all former 
because God delivered them through the 
Person of Jesus Christ.  



Stories of people finding deliverance through 
Christ are so common that we have the 
phrase in our culture, “Come to Jesus 
meeting.” That phrase means something is 
going to be set right.  

That’s what justice is — setting things right. 

The most merciful thing God can do for you 
even today is judge your false religion, your 
false worldview, your false way of looking for 
help and guidance and peace and everything 
else.  



God’s judgment while you’re living is merciful. 
Because it’s appointed for a person to live 
once, and after this comes judgment. 

Exodus 9:8-12 
8 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 
“Take handfuls of soot from the kiln, and let 
Moses throw them in the air in the sight of 
Pharaoh. 9 It shall become fine dust over all 
the land of Egypt, and become boils breaking 
out in sores on man and beast throughout all 



the land of Egypt.” 10 So they took soot from 
the kiln and stood before Pharaoh. And Moses 
threw it in the air, and it became boils 
breaking out in sores on man and 
beast. 11 And the magicians could not stand 
before Moses because of the boils, for the 
boils came upon the magicians and upon all 
the Egyptians. 12 But the Lord hardened the 
heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen to 
them, as the Lord had spoken to Moses. 

Now, we’ll look at the hardening of Pharaoh’s 
heart more in-depth next week, but for now… 



“But is what Yahweh does to Pharaoh just? 
From the perspective of the biblical authors, 
all human creatures owe their Creator thanks 
and praise (e.g., Rom. 1:21). No human 
creatures successfully give God the glory and 
thanks due him (3:23). Therefore all human 
creatures stand under God’s condemnation. 
The severity of the judgment meted out 
matches the unspeakable evil of refusing to 
honor God as God and render him thanks. He 
does not owe mercy. The only thing he owes 
is justice, and the gravity of the heinousness 



of disregarding the infinite worth and 
beneficence of God calls for punishment that 
fits the crime. If God does not visit a just 
punishment, it shows that he has as little 
regard for himself as the creatures who have 
refused to honor him as God and give thanks 
to him. God shows his own great worth by 
visiting due justice against Egypt, and he 
shows his love by mercying Israel.” 
God's Glory in Salvation through Judgment: A 
Biblical Theology (James Hamilton)  



Now, regarding the hardening of hearts. It is 
natural to investigate the claims of Christ. Any 
one skeptical should investigate them. But 
there may come a time when your honest 
skepticism becomes hardness of heart. After 
you’ve been presented with reasonable 
evidence, the only thing keeping you from 
Christ is your own hardness of heart. 

Ephesians 4:18  
18 They are darkened in their 
understanding, alienated from the life of God 



because of the ignorance that is in them, due 
to their hardness of heart.  

When someone says, “The Bible makes no 
sense to me,” it’s not because the Bible 
makes no sense, it’s because of this person’s 
hardness of heart. 

Romans 10:10  



10 For with the heart one believes and is 
justified, and with the mouth one confesses 
and is saved. 

You must be honest about the state of your 
heart. Do you really want to know the truth? 
Would you follow the truth if God made it 
known to you? Because you know in many 
respects that will probably turn aspects of 
your life upside down, if not turning your 
entire life upside down.  



Even as Christians, we’re admonished to 
guard our hearts. 

Hebrews 3:12  
12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of 
you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to 
fall away from the living God. 

Not believing what God says is true about you 
is what leads you away from Him. And 
unbelief leads to evil.  



Right now, the good news is that… 

2.  God’s Judgment Isn’t Final Yet. 

Exodus 9:13-16 
13 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early 
in the morning and present yourself before 
Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, 
the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, 
that they may serve me. 14 For this time I will 
send all my plagues on you yourself, and on 



your servants and your people, so that you 
may know that there is none like me in all the 
earth. 15 For by now I could have put out my 
hand and struck you and your people with 
pestilence, and you would have been cut off 
from the earth. 16 But for this purpose I have 
raised you up, to show you my power, so that 
my name may be proclaimed in all the earth.  

The fact that we’re still discussing these 
events, these plagues, shows that this 
purpose of God for using Pharaoh was carried 



out — that His name may be proclaimed in all 
the earth.  

God could have just wiped Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians out, the same way He could bring 
massive judgment upon this world and this 
country. 

2 Peter 3:9  
9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 
some count slowness, but is patient toward 



you, not wishing that any should perish, 
but that all should reach repentance.  

But thankful that God is just, but also be 
thankful that He does not execute His justice 
upon this earth right now.  

God’s judgment isn’t final yet. 

3.  God’s Warnings of His 
Judgment Are Mercy. 



Exodus 9:17-21 
17 You are still exalting yourself against my 
people and will not let them go. 18 Behold, 
about this time tomorrow I will cause very 
heavy hail to fall, such as never has been in 
Egypt from the day it was founded until 
now. 19 Now therefore send, get your livestock 
and all that you have in the field into safe 
shelter, for every man and beast that is in the 
field and is not brought home will die when 
the hail falls on them.”’”  



Notice the severity of the plague. This plague 
can kill them, but God gives them warning. 
There was no need for anyone in Egypt to die.  

It’s the same today. There is no need for 
anyone to die in their sins and face God’s 
judgment. Even though the wages of sin is 
death, the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ. At present, there is mercy. 

The final judgment will be the most severe 
judgment of God. Even now His judgment is 
being displayed in giving people over to 



themselves, as seen in humanity’s fondness 
for self-destruction. God allows us to 
terminative each other by giving us over to 
ourselves.  

It’s a passive judgment, but a judgment 
nonetheless.  

Just because you may not fear His judgment 
today, I hope you will fear it tomorrow, 
because once you die it will be too late. In 
death you will encounter the severe judgment 
of God upon your rebellion, if you remain 



without Christ. Your only hope is Christ. Flee 
the wrath to come. Because once you die, it is 
too late.  

That is the warning. And it’s a merciful 
warning. 

20 Then whoever feared the word of 
the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh 
hurried his slaves and his livestock into the 
houses, 21 but whoever did not pay attention 
to the word of the Lord left his slaves and his 
livestock in the field. 



These aren’t manipulative arguments for the 
sake getting people to behave. If you examine 
the Scriptures, you find very solid reasons for 
the judgment of God.  

4.  You Have Opportunity Now to 
Pay Attention to the Word of the 
Lord. 

Remember when I quoted James Hamilton 
that refusing to honor God as God is an 



unspeakable evil? Here’s why that’s absolutely 
t rue. This is a s imple and provable 
proposition. If our society simply followed the 
Ten Commandments, how much better would 
things be?  

• 1.2 million violent crimes in the nation  
• 135,755 rapes were reported to law 

enforcement  
• 7.7 million property crimes  



This is what happens when human creatures 
do not honor God as God. We can visibly see 
the justice of God begin in this world by 
allowing us the consequences of our sinful 
actions.  

Thankfully, there are not just warnings of 
judgment, but many merciful invitations. 

John 7:17  



17 If anyone's will is to do God's will, he will 
know whether the teaching is from God or 
whether I am speaking on my own authority. 

Here Jesus is basically saying, “If you want to 
know if I am who I say I am, just follow this 
Word. You’ll discover it’s true.” If you want to 
know truth. If you want to know the will of 
God. You’ll discover that I am the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. He’s offering you the 
opportunity to test it. If you want to know 
God’s will, you can. But be honest. Many 



people don’t really want to know the will of 
God.  

When Camus said, regarding the existence of 
God, “To me, it was simply nothing we could 
ever know definitively, so at the very least we 
must live as if we are alone.”  

That’s a huge assumption to say we can’t 
know. The God of the universe has given you 
an invitation that says if you want to know you 
can know Him. 



Exodus 9:22-26 
22 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out 
your hand toward heaven, so that there may 
be hail in all the land of Egypt, on man and 
beast and every plant of the field, in the land 
of Egypt.” 23 Then Moses stretched out his 
staff toward heaven, and the Lord sent 
thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the 
earth. And the Lord rained hail upon the land 
of Egypt. 24 There was hail and fire flashing 
continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy 
hail, such as had never been in all the land of 



Egypt since it became a nation. 25 The hail 
struck down everything that was in the field in 
all the land of Egypt, both man and beast.  

So, some people died, because they did not 
take the warning seriously. 

And the hail struck down every plant of the 
field and broke every tree of the field. 26 Only 
in the land of Goshen, where the people of 
Israel were, was there no hail. 



The distinction between God’s people and the 
people of Egypt becomes progressively 
noticeable. 

5.  The Final Distinction Will be at 
the Final Judgment. 

Exodus 9:27-28 
27 Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and 
Aaron and said to them, “This time I have 
sinned; the Lord is in the right, and I and my 



people are in the wrong.28 Plead with the Lord, 
for there has been enough of God's thunder 
and hail. I will let you go, and you shall stay no 
longer.”  

This sounds like repentance. But what is the 
evidence of true repentance? Well, what do 
you love? Do you love Christ for what He has 
done? Do you find your heart filled with 
gratitude? And do you want to express that 
gratitude? Do you love the body of Christ? Do 
you find an immediate bond with other people 
who know Christ?  



1 Corinthians 6:9-10  
9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the 
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 



We’re not saved by our behavior, but we are 
changed by the cross of Christ and the 
indwelling Holy Spirit.  

Exodus 9:29-35 
29 Moses said to him, “As soon as I have gone 
out of the city, I will stretch out my hands to 
the Lord. The thunder will cease, and there 
will be no more hail, so that you may know 
that the earth is the Lord's.30 But as for you 
and your servants, I know that you do not yet 
fear the Lord God.” 



Moses knew that Pharaoh’s repentance was a 
false repentance. How did he know this? First, 
God promised that He was going to harden 
Pharaoh’s heart. And if God promises 
something, then He’s going to do it. So, 
Moses knew whatever Pharaoh said, it wasn’t 
sincere. It wasn’t from the heart. 

Second, Pharaoh was only concerned about 
escaping the consequences of his pride. He 
wasn’t really concerned about the state of his 
heart. He didn’t really want to know God. He 



just didn’t want to be judged by God. 
Welcome to America. 

31 (The flax and the barley were struck down, 
for the barley was in the ear and the flax was 
in bud. 32 But the wheat and the emmer were 
not struck down, for they are late in coming 
up.) 33 So Moses went out of the city from 
Pharaoh and stretched out his hands to 
the Lord, and the thunder and the hail ceased, 
and the rain no longer poured upon the 
earth. 34 But when Pharaoh saw that the rain 
and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he 



sinned yet again and hardened his heart, he 
and his servants. 35 So the heart of Pharaoh 
was hardened, and he did not let the people of 
Israel go, just as the Lord had spoken through 
Moses. 

God delivers Israel from Egypt so that they 
will know that he is Yahweh (Ex. 6:7). He 
judges Egypt so that the Egyptians will know 
that he is Yahweh (7:4–5). He protects Israel 
from the plagues that fall on Egypt so that 
Pharaoh will know that he is Yahweh (8:20–
22). God wants Pharaoh to know that there is 



no one else like God (9:14). He wants Pharaoh 
to see his power (9:16a). He wants all the 
earth to know his name, to hear the tale of his 
saving and judging glory (9:16b). Yahweh 
declares to Pharaoh that he intends to be 
known, to be glorified in his salvation of Israel 
through the judgment of Egypt. (Hamilton) 

It’s the same reason Jesus performed His 
miracles, so that we could see His power and 
glory. In Exodus God said, “I am the Lord.” 
J e s u s a r r i v e d , c a s t e d o u t d e m o n s , 
commanded the sea, displayed His power, 



performed miracles and asked, “Who do you 
say that I am?” 


