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Subject: Standing Strong in Truth: Insights from "The Great Rebellion" 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
This week's sermon on 2 Thessalonians 2:1-7 addressed critical truths about spiritual 
discernment and the days ahead. In a culture increasingly hostile to biblical truth, these 
teachings are more relevant than ever. For discipleship materials including devotions, 
studies, and much more, please go [HERE]. 
 
Summary: The sermon explored the importance of spiritual discernment in recognizing 
false teaching and standing firm in biblical truth. Using the illustration of bank tellers 
learning to identify counterfeit money by becoming intimately familiar with genuine 
currency, we examined how believers must saturate themselves in God's Word to 
recognize deception. Paul's letter to the Thessalonians warns of a coming great 
apostasy—a rebellion against God that will precede the Day of the Lord. This message 
calls us to anchor our faith in Scripture, remain alert to the spiritual warfare around us, 
and invest deeply in our relationship with Christ as we witness increasing cultural and 
spiritual compromise. 
 
Takeaways: 
 

1. Biblical discernment comes through intimacy with truth, not expertise in error. 
The best defense against deception is not studying every false doctrine, but 
becoming so familiar with God's Word and character through the Holy Spirit that 
anything counterfeit immediately feels wrong. This requires consistent prayer, 
Bible study, and application of Scripture to our daily lives. 

 
2. The great apostasy is already at work in our generation. We are witnessing a 

falling away from biblical Christianity as churches and individuals compromise on 
foundational truths about marriage, gender, sexuality, the authority of Scripture, 
and the exclusivity of Christ for salvation. The religion of permissiveness has 
replaced the call to holiness, and we must not be swept away by cultural 
Christianity that lacks spiritual power. 

 
3. Prophecy matters and should give us hope, not confusion. God gave us 

prophetic Scripture to reveal Himself and prepare us for what lies ahead. While 
the Day of the Lord will bring judgment, believers are not appointed to wrath but 
are called to comfort one another with the hope of Christ's return. Understanding 
prophecy equips us to live worthy of our calling and remain faithful in increasingly 
difficult times. 

 
The days of comfortable cultural Christianity are behind us. The cost of following Christ 
is becoming more apparent, and we must choose whether we will stand unashamedly 
on God's Word or drift with the tide of apostasy. Let us invest in our relationship with 
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Christ through worship, obedience, service, giving, studying Scripture, and boldly 
testifying of the Gospel. May we be counted among those who are worthy and ready for 
His coming. 
 
In Christ's Service, 
 
Pastor Jim  
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2 Thessalonians 2:1-7 
The Great Rebellion 

 
I. Introduction: Godly Discernment Matters 

• The best defense we can have against deception is _____________________ 
 
 
 

Additional Scripture References: 1 Thes 5:21 
 

II. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2: Enduring Comfort is Found in Truth 
• The rapture and 2nd coming are 2 different events 
• Biblical discernment is given by the Spirit and is radically different than human 

discernment 
• There are several ways we will know when the day of the Lord has arrived. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Scripture References: 1 Thes 4-5, 4:16-18; Dan 7-11; Mt 24:15-21; Rev 
13, 19:11-21; 2 Thes 2:1-10; Rev 16-19; Joel 1:13-15, 2:1-2; Jer 30:7-9; Zech 13:8-
9; Isa 2:10-12; Rev 7:3-8, 12; 1 Thes 4:16-18, 5:9, 5:11; Jn 14:1-3; Ro 5:9; Rev 6-19 

 
III. 2 Thessalonians 2:5: Prophesy Matters 

• Prophesy offers hope and grows our faith 
 
 

IV. 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7: The Restrainer 
• While not essential to our faith, I suspect the restrainer is the Holy Spirit. 

 
Additional Scripture References: Acts 2, 1 Cor 12:12-13 
 

V. Closing: Some Great Warnings for Our Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional Scripture References: Mt 24:10-12, 24; 1 Tim 4:1-4; 1 Thes 2:3; Heb 3:12 
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The Great Rebellion 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-7 

 
VI. Introduction: Godly Discernment Matters 
 

1. When banks train tellers to identify counterfeit money, they don't 
spend most of their time studying counterfeit bills. Instead, they 
spend countless hours handling genuine currency. They learn its 
feel, appearance, texture, markings, and details so thoroughly that 
when a counterfeit passes through their hands, something 
immediately feels wrong. 

 
In the same way, Christians are not called to become experts in 
every false doctrine. We are called to become very familiar with 
the truth of God's Word and His character. The more we know 
Christ, the more we know Scripture, and the more we walk with the 
Holy Spirit, the easier it becomes to recognize teaching that is 
even a little off. 
 
A counterfeit bill is dangerous because it resembles the real thing. 
Likewise, false teaching is dangerous because it often contains 
enough truth to sound convincing. But when believers are 
saturated with God's Word, they develop the gift of spiritual 
discernment. 
 
As Paul warned: "Test all things; hold fast what is good." (1 
Thessalonians 5:21) 
 
Our passage today reminds us of the effectiveness of deception 
and the importance of the gift of spiritual discernment. More 
specifically, there will be a vast number of people counting 
themselves as Christ-followers who will actually fall away from 
their faith in a great rebellion against God.  
 
In this we can conclude, the best defense you and I can have 
against deception is not an obsession with error, but humble 

Slide 2 

These notes are NOT a transcript. The actual sermon may include considerable differences. 



 5 

hearts seeking spiritual discernment through the Holy Spirit built 
upon a deeply personal investment and familiarity with biblical 
truth.1 

 
VII. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2: Enduring Comfort is Found in Truth 
 

1. As we come into these verses, be reminded that from 1 Thes, 
chapters 4 & 5, the church in Thessalonica had been given wrong 
information that was leading them to question Paul’s teachings 
regarding the rapture and the Day of the Lord.  

 
2. Both Paul’s words in 1 Thes 4:16-18 and their ‘troubled’ response 

to the teaching that they were in the Tribulation effectively point to 
them holding to a pre-trib rapture. For if they were in the tribulation 
and they held to a mid or post-trib rapture they would NOT have 
been troubled. 

 
A. This, along with the grammar structure and other Scriptures 

pointing to this being two different events, leads me to conclude 
that, contrary to some saying that the coming of the Lord and 
our gathering together found here in v1 are part of the same 
event, Paul is specifically pointing to two distinct events as 
noted on the screens… 

 
Detailing Different Events2 Scriptures 
Differing world conditions Mt 24:37-42, 24:21, Re 6:15-16 
Differing manner of Jesus’ return 1 Thes 4:16-17, Re 19:11, 14-15, 21 
Differing timing/predictability of each event Matthew 24:36, Daniel 12:11 
 

B. If you are one of the wonderful men and women of God 
disagreeing on the timing of the tribulation, please know that 
our differences in opinion here should have no impact on our 
fellowshipping and maturing in the Lord. Unlike the essential 

 
1 Adapted from ChatGPT prompt of ‘Create a short sermon illustration regarding having discernment in the midst of 
false teachings’ run on June 9, 2026 
2 David Guzik, Enduring Word, 2 Thessalonians 2, https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2-thessalonians-2/  
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prophetic truth of Jesus second coming remaining ahead of us, 
the timing of the rapture is not essential to our faith.  

 
3. While Paul has mentioned three means of deceit including by 

spirit, by word, and by letter, the emphasis is on NOT being 
deceived by man, the enemy, or his worldly system. While a 
healthy broad exhortation for biblical discernment on all matters, 
Paul expressly links this to the false teaching regarding the yet-
still-future day of Christ or day of the Lord. 

 
A. Before we go on, I want to emphasize that the tools of 

deception continue to increase in sophistication and this is 
accelerating in our day of instantaneous communications, fast 
transportation, and the advent of technologies including the 
nascent, but rapidly maturing Artificial Intelligence. Paul’s 
encouragement that they already know all that is needed to 
discern and combat false teaching regarding the day of the 
Lord is a reminder to us that NOT only do we have all that we 
need regarding this same false teaching, but that when led by 
the Spirit of God, the Bible offers all that we need to combat all 
false teaching. (2 Tim 3:16-17; Jn 16:13) 

 
B. Folks, biblical discernment is supernaturally given by the Spirit 

of God. It requires prayer…it requires an ongoing investment in 
knowing and applying biblical truth. Biblical discernment is 
given that (a) we won’t settle for what is easy, (b) we won’t read 
into Scripture what is not there, and (c) we won’t live in anxiety 
and fear, BUT that we will live the abundant life as a conqueror 
unashamed of the Gospel and our Lord. 

 
4. Next, Paul drills down further in reminding the Thessalonians the 

day of the Lord will be unlike any other day and so Christ-followers 
will absolutely know it has arrived. He specifically offers three 
distinctive ways the arrival of the day of the Lord will be known. 

 
A. First up is there will be a great apostacy as many claiming to 

follow God instead rebel against Him.  
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B. Second, in being Satan’s man complete with Satan’s power and 
imbued with Satan’s spirit, the antichrist will be revealed. While 
some have concluded that both the antichrist and what is 
placed in the temple of God is an image, the plain reading of 
this and other texts indicates that the antichrist is a real man 
demanding to be worshipped that will actually sit in the rebuilt 
temple.  

 
i. For those wanting to see what else Scripture has to say 

about the antichrist, some additional references are up on 
the screens. They include Daniel 7-11, Matthew 24:15-
21, Revelation 13, 19:11-21, and 2 Thessalonians 2:1-
10. We will also spend additional time on the Antichrist in 
our next teaching. 

 
C. Third, the inclusion of the temple in v4 clearly opens the door of 

both gentiles and Jews being part of Paul’s consideration here. 
For those interested in what else the bible has to say about the 
day of the Lord being about the reawaking of Israel and the 
nations being judged, I encourage you to study Revelation, 
chapters 6-19.  

 
i. This is an opportune time, especially in light of the 

already-intense-and-yet-still-growing antisemitism 
showing up in what claims to be a part of the church, to 
set the record straight regarding the plan God has for 
Israel in His word. Our major point of emphasis here is 
that God is faithful and trustworthy…for if we conclude 
that He has not and will not fulfill His promises to Israel, 
why will He fulfill His promises to you and me? 

 
Also, please don’t conflate our biblical support for the 
nation of Israel as being an approval for the motives and 
manners in which the government of Israel operates in 
our day or any day. Let’s take a very brief trip through 
some of the many Scriptures.  
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Scriptures such as Joel 1:13-15 and 2:1-2 prophesy of 
the coming day of the Lord. Turn with me to Jeremiah 
30:7-9, which, like Zechariah 13:8-9, Isaiah 2:10-12, and 
Revelation 7:3-8 and 12, speaks of God protecting and 
saving Israel: 

 
Alas! For that day is great, So that none is like it; And it is 
the time of Jacob’s trouble, But he shall be saved out of it. 
8‘For it shall come to pass in that day,’ Says the LORD of 
hosts, ‘That I will break his yoke from your neck, And will 
burst your bonds; Foreigners shall no more enslave them. 
9But they shall serve the LORD their God, And David their 
king, Whom I will raise up for them.   - Jeremiah 30:7–9 

 
ii. At the same time, passages such as 1 Thessalonians 

4:16-18, 5:9, 5:11, John 14:1-3, Romans 5:9, 
Revelation 6-19, and numerous others clearly indicate 
that the church will NOT be part of the day of the Lord 
whether in the context of the church or in the erroneous 
teaching of the church being the spiritual replacement of 
Israel. Instead, Scripture says the church is (a) NOT 
appointed to wrath, (b) we are to be comforted, (c) built 
up, (d) kept from the hour of testing, and (e) looking 
forward to the hope Jesus offers us to not being part of 
the tribulation. 

 
VIII. 2 Thessalonians 2:5: Prophesy Matters 
 

1. A brief, yet incredibly important encouragement from Paul in v5. 
Prophesy matters. Yes, it can take some work to understand some 
prophesy. Yes, there are some disagreements between God-
loving and God-fearing Christians that muddy some of the waters. 
Yes, there are bad actors warring against Christ and those 
listening and responding to His invitation of salvation. Yet, does 
not the prophecy of Jesus’ return give us hope? Does not the 
myriad of fulfilled prophesies lead us to know our faith in Christ is 
true and right? 
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2. So important is prophesy that Paul included it in his teachings 
when establishing this church and is correcting them in his two 
letters to them. God gave us prophesy to reveal Himself, that we 
may be found ready and worthy of His calling just as we studied 
last week. So, I encourage you to set down your uncertainties and 
fears and invest in understanding prophesy found in the word of 
God. 

 
IX. 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7: The Restrainer 
 

1. There are many conflicting thoughts as to just who this great 
restrainer is. Some early Christians thought it was Rome and the 
emperor in view. Others have offered Satan – which doesn’t follow 
with the plain reading of the text and, further, it makes no sense 
why he would war against himself. Yet others have offered up 
Michael the archangel among the many different suggestions. 

 
While not essential in our understanding or applying the text, I 
suggest that the restrainer is the Holy Spirit. The age of God’s 
grace began with the pouring out of the Holy Spirit at the founding 
of the Church as we read in Acts 2. What’s more, in 1 
Corinthians 12:12-13 Christ followers are supernaturally joined 
into one body, the Church, by the Holy Spirit. As such we are His 
agents testifying of Him until the time of judgment, the tribulation. 
At that time, we, along with the manner in which the Spirit uses us, 
will be removed just before the tribulation, giving way to God’s 
judgment of the nations and rescue of the nation of Israel. 

 
2. What is clear and important is that he works on the Lord’s timeline 

and not on his own. It’s also clear that the restrainer works 
according to God’s good and holy will. 

 
3. We also read AND EXPERIENCE that the lawless one is already 

at work deceiving the world and continuously driving separation 
between mankind and our Lord whenever and however he can. 
This thought leads us to step back and consider biblical 
discernment and the great falling away as our closing today.  
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X. Closing: The Great Warning for Our Day 
 

1. As, Matthew 24:10-12, 24 and 1 Timothy 4:1-4 warn AND as we 
have repeatedly addressed, there are many bad actors across our 
culture AND within the church that are reinterpreting and even 
reimagining Scripture. What’s more, Scriptures such as 2 
Thessalonians 2:3 and Hebrews 3:12 expressly warn us to NOT 
be part of the apostacy.  

 
2. Yet, the religion of permissiveness has overtaken the western 

world as most, maybe even all, countries (including the US) have 
codified Satan’s war against marriage, family, and life itself into the 
cultural norms and laws. How’s that, you might rightly ask? We 
first warred against the meaning of truth, then reimagined truth as 
being relative before finally saying, that truth is based on our 
experience and perspectives.  

 
3. This opened the flood gates to abandoning Christianity as our 

identity is no longer anchored to God. So we see the rise of false 
religions such as atheism, communism, secular humanism, 
satanism, and a host of eastern mystical faiths as people 
hopelessly look for what will fill the God-shaped hole in their heart. 
Much of media, social media, schools and other government 
institutions, industry, and the arts have been largely corrupted as 
agents of chaos in redefining freedom as permissiveness.  

 
4. Even in the church, we are witnessing corruption of God’s word via 

the lens of man telling God what He means and doesn’t mean on 
issues of sexuality, gender, abortion, DEI, the bible’s authority and 
inerrancy, inclusivism & pluralism leading to many ways to heaven, 
and spiritual headship in the church among some of the bigger 
flashpoints today. Today, many churches are all but cold and 
spiritually dead due to the empty pews in some and the adoption 
of permissiveness as the driving virtue. 

 
A. There is also a spirit of Antichrist and his divisiveness in parts 

the church today. New versions of the Bible, old rewrapped 
theologies like Christian universalism, forms of Gnosticism, 

Slide 16 



 11 

devastatingly destructive beliefs such as the prosperity gospel, 
NAR, 5-fold, the 7-Mountain Mandate, and cults posing as 
Christians are among the many things speaking of the not-so-
far great falling away. 

 
5. In our day of increasing apostacy, pornography has become ‘an 

everyone does it’ afterthought, promoting and celebrating same-
sex relationships, sexual idolatry in and out of marriage, marriage 
and family as a social construct or worse, as a contract and not a 
covenant, mutilating gender reassignment surgeries, the devaluing 
of life in unborn babies and older people…both in culture broadly 
and the church specifically. AND these are but little of the insidious 
spiritual rot warring against our children and our Lord; all 
seemingly paving the way for the arrival of the Antichrist. 

 
6. The days of cultural Christian comfort are done – the cost of 

following Christ are becoming more and more apparent. It seems 
the lawless ones deceptive work is nearing completion with his 
boldness being plain for all to see. And so Paul’s letter serves as 
both warning and encouragement to us to trust and follow Jesus 
while being discerning about all the lies and distractions coming 
into our lives. Let’s invest in our relationship with Christ by 
worshipping, obeying, serving, giving, studying, unashamedly 
standing on His word, testifying of the Gospel, and otherwise 
pouring ourselves out as a drink offering for His glory.  

 
Brothers and sisters, we are to stand fast on God’s word, giving 
thanks to and obeying the Lord through the strength, faith, and 
hope He freely gives. 

 
[Prayer] 
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5-Day Devotional 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-7 
The Great Rebellion 

 
Day 1: Handling the Currency of Truth  Reading: 1 Thes 5:19-22 
 
Devotional: Just as bank tellers master genuine currency to detect counterfeits, we 
must immerse ourselves in God's authentic Word to recognize deception. The enemy 
doesn't announce his lies with flashing warnings—he packages falsehood with just 
enough truth to make it palatable. Your defense isn't becoming an expert in every false 
doctrine but developing intimate familiarity with Scripture and the Holy Spirit's voice.  
When you saturate your mind with biblical truth through daily reading, prayer, and 
worship, something feels "off" when error approaches. This spiritual discernment isn't 
earned through intellectual effort alone—it's a gift cultivated through relationship with 
Christ.  
 
Spend time today not studying error but deepening your knowledge of the genuine 
article: God's unchanging Word. How much time do I invest in knowing God's truth 
compared to consuming cultural messages? 
 
Day 2: Anchored in Hope, Not Shaken by Deception 
Reading: 2 Thes 2:1-3; Heb 6:19 
 
Devotional: The Thessalonian believers were troubled because false teaching had 
shaken their confidence in what Paul taught them about Christ's return. In seasons of 
confusion, our anchor must be biblical truth, not popular opinion or even well-meaning 
speculation. Paul's corrective wasn't harsh condemnation but gentle reminder: you 
already have what you need to discern truth.  
 
Today's world bombards us with competing voices—social media prophets, cultural 
Christianity, and doctrines that tickle ears. Yet God's Word remains our unshakable 
foundation. The hope of Christ's return isn't meant to create anxiety about timelines and 
charts, but confidence that He who began a good work will complete it. Let enduring 
comfort be found not in having every prophetic detail figured out, but in trusting the One 
who holds all things together. What false teaching or cultural message has recently 
troubled my peace? 
 
Day 3: The Danger of Spiritual Drift  Reading: Heb3:12-14; 2 Ti 4:3-4 
 
Devotional: Apostasy—the great falling away—doesn't typically happen overnight. It's a 
gradual drift that begins when we redefine truth based on personal experience rather 
than God's revelation. Today's culture has normalized this drift: "my truth," "live your 
truth," "God wouldn't say that." But Scripture warns that many professing Christ will 
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abandon genuine faith when the cost becomes uncomfortable. The religion of 
permissiveness has infiltrated churches, redefining biblical sexuality, marriage, life's 
sanctity, and Scripture's authority. This isn't about being judgmental—it's about 
remaining faithful when cultural pressure mounts. The days of comfortable cultural 
Christianity are fading.  
 
Following Christ now requires courage to stand on His Word even when standing alone. 
Guard your heart daily through Scripture, authentic community, and Spirit-led 
conviction. Don't let the slow fade steal your first love. In what areas am I tempted to 
compromise biblical truth for cultural acceptance? 
 
Day 4: God's Faithfulness to His Promises Reading: Jer 30:7-9; Ro 11:25-29 
 
Devotional: God's promises to Israel aren't merely historical footnotes—they reveal His 
unchanging character. If God abandoned His covenant with Israel, what assurance do 
we have He'll keep His promises to us? The Day of the Lord includes both judgment on 
rebellious nations and redemption for Israel—demonstrating that God is both just and 
merciful.  
 
This matters personally because the same faithfulness extends to every promise He's 
made to you. He who promised to never leave nor forsake you will keep that word. He 
who promised to work all things for good remains true. He who promised Christ's return 
will fulfill it. We don't support Israel blindly or approve every governmental action—we 
recognize God's sovereign plan and His trustworthy nature. When doubts arise about 
your salvation, calling, or future, remember: our God is not a man that He should lie. His 
promises stand forever. Which of God's promises do I need to cling to more tightly 
today? 
 
Day 5: Living Ready and Worthy  Reading: 1 Thes 5:1-11; Tit 2:11-14 
 
Devotional: Prophecy isn't given to satisfy curiosity or fuel speculation—it's given to 
shape how we live today. The promise of Christ's return should produce holiness, 
urgency in sharing the Gospel, and comfort in trials. We're not appointed to wrath but to 
salvation through Jesus Christ. This isn't passive waiting; it's active preparation. The 
restrainer currently holds back full evil, but lawlessness already works in our world. Your 
calling is to be salt and light in increasing darkness—worshipping authentically, standing 
unashamedly on Scripture, serving sacrificially, and testifying boldly of Christ. The cost 
of discipleship is rising, but so is the glory of being counted worthy. Pour yourself out as 
a drink offering for His glory.  
 
Invest in relationship with Christ through daily surrender. When He appears, may we be 
found faithful, ready, and worthy of our calling. If Christ returned today, what would I 
wish I had done differently this week?  
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Small Group Study Guide 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-7 
The Great Rebellion 

 
Opening Prayer: Pray that the Lord would open your eyes to see and understand His 
word as you discuss the sermon.  
 
Key Takeaways: Query the group for takeaways first...you may stay with one or more 
of those. 
 

1. Biblical discernment comes from knowing truth, not studying error - Like bank 
tellers learning genuine currency 

 
2. The Day of the Lord is a distinct future event with clear signs including:  

A. A great apostasy (rebellion/falling away) 
B. The revealing of the Antichrist  
C. Desecration of the rebuilt temple 

 
3. God's promises to Israel remain faithful - His faithfulness to Israel assures His 

faithfulness to us 
 

4. The Restrainer (Holy Spirit) currently holds back complete lawlessness 
 

5. We are living in days of increasing apostasy requiring vigilance and discernment 
 
Discussion Questions: Did the Holy Spirit prompt any questions with you? Start with 
those. 
 

1. The Counterfeit Illustration: The sermon compared spiritual discernment to bank 
tellers learning to recognize counterfeit money. How does focusing on knowing 
God's Word deeply help us recognize false teaching? Can you think of a time 
when your knowledge of Scripture helped you identify something that was "off"? 

 
2. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:21 - "Test all things; hold fast what is good." What does 

it practically look like to "test all things" in our current culture? What are some 
sources of teaching or information you need to test more carefully? 

 
3. What is the difference between being discerning and being judgmental or critical? 

How do we maintain a humble heart while exercising spiritual discernment? 
 

4. Read 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4. Paul identifies three signs that will mark the Day of 
the Lord. Discuss each one. Which of these do you find most sobering? Why? 
A. The great apostasy (falling away) 
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B. The revelation of the Antichrist 
C. The desecration of the temple 

 
5. The sermon emphasized that prophecy matters and gives us hope. How does 

understanding biblical prophecy affect your daily life and faith? Does it bring you 
comfort or anxiety? Why? 

 
6. Optional Deeper Question: The sermon discusses the pre-tribulation rapture view 

while acknowledging that godly Christians disagree on this timing. How can we 
maintain unity with other believers when we have different views on non-
essential doctrines? 

 
7. Read Matthew 24:10-12. The sermon listed several ways our culture and even 

parts of the church are experiencing apostasy: 
A. Redefining truth as relative or experience-based 
B. Compromising on biblical sexuality and marriage 
C. Questioning Scripture's authority 
D. Promoting multiple paths to salvation 
E. Which of these concerns you most? Have you witnessed any of these in your 

own circles? 
 

8. The sermon stated: "The days of cultural Christian comfort are done – the cost of 
following Christ are becoming more and more apparent." 
A. Do you agree with this assessment? 
B. What "costs" are you experiencing or anticipating? 
C. How can we prepare ourselves and our families? 

 
9. Personal Reflection: Paul warns in Hebrews 3:12 to guard against "an evil heart 

of unbelief in departing from the living God." What practices or habits help you 
stay anchored to Christ when cultural pressures increase? 
 

10. Read 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7. The sermon suggests the Restrainer is the Holy 
Spirit working through the Church. How does this understanding: 
A. Give you confidence in God's sovereign control? 
B. Motivate you to be faithful in your witness? 
C. Shape your view of the Church's role in the world today? 

 
Practical Applications: Query the group for applications first...you may explore one or 
more of those. 
 

1. Study one of the additional passages about the Antichrist or Day of the Lord 
mentioned in the sermon (Daniel 7-11, Matthew 24:15-21, Revelation 13) 
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2. Pray for discernment for your church leadership and protection against false 
teaching 

 
3. Share the Gospel with someone this week, recognizing the urgency of the 

times 
 
Closing Prayer Points: Pray… 
• For spiritual discernment and wisdom 
• For strength to stand firm on biblical truth 
• For protection from deception 
• For our church to remain faithful 
• For boldness to share the Gospel 
• For those who are falling away or being deceived  
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Discussion Questions 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-7 
The Great Rebellion 

 
2. How does the analogy of bank tellers learning to identify counterfeit money by studying 

genuine currency apply to your own spiritual formation and ability to recognize false 
teaching? 
 

3. In what ways have you observed the sophistication of deception increasing in our 
current age of technology and instant communication, and how can believers guard 
against it? 
 

4. Paul emphasizes that biblical discernment is supernaturally given by the Holy Spirit 
through prayer and investment in Scripture. What practical steps can you take to 
cultivate this gift more intentionally in your daily life? 
 

5. The sermon discusses three distinctive signs that will mark the arrival of the Day of the 
Lord, including a great apostasy. What evidence do you see in contemporary culture 
and the church that might indicate we are moving toward such a falling away? 
 

6. How does understanding God's faithfulness to His promises to Israel strengthen your 
confidence in His promises to you personally? 
 

7. The sermon identifies the restrainer as likely being the Holy Spirit working through the 
Church. How does this understanding impact your view of the Church's role and mission 
in the world today? 
 

8. What are some specific examples you have witnessed of Scripture being reinterpreted 
or reimagined through cultural lenses rather than being allowed to speak for itself? 
 

9. The sermon warns that the days of cultural Christian comfort are ending and the cost of 
following Christ is becoming more apparent. What costs have you personally 
experienced or anticipate experiencing for standing firm in biblical truth? 
 

10. How can believers maintain biblical convictions on controversial issues like sexuality, 
gender, and the sanctity of life while still demonstrating Christ's love to those who 
disagree? 
 

11. Paul encouraged the Thessalonians that they already possessed everything needed to 
combat false teaching about the Day of the Lord. How does this truth equip and 
embolden you to face theological confusion in your own context?  
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Dinner Conversation Starters 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-7 
The Great Rebellion 

 
1. Spotting Counterfeits by Knowing the Truth 

 
The sermon compared bank tellers learning real money to Christians learning God’s 
Word. How can our family practically “handle” the truth more often (Bible reading, 
memorizing, discussing sermons, etc.)? Have you ever heard something that “sounded 
Christian” but didn’t feel quite right? What tipped you off? 
 

2. Talking About the End Times Without Fear 
 
Paul wrote to comfort believers who were scared they were already in the tribulation. 
Does talk about the end times ever make you nervous, curious, or hopeful? Why? How 
can knowing that God is faithful and in control help us live with peace instead of fear? 
 

3. Prophecy: Confusing… or Comforting? 
 
The sermon emphasized that prophecy matters and is meant to give us hope and 
readiness. When you hear about prophecy in the Bible, does it feel confusing, exciting, 
or overwhelming? What’s one prophecy or promise of Jesus’ return that encourages 
you the most, and why? 
 

4. Standing Firm in a Culture of “Anything Goes” 
 
We heard that our culture often redefines truth and celebrates things God calls sin. 
Where do you see “permissiveness” (anything goes) most clearly in our world—online, 
at school, at work, in entertainment? What are some practical ways our family can stand 
on God’s truth with grace and love, without compromising? 
 

5. Guarding Against Falling Away 
 
The sermon warned about a great falling away (apostasy) and called us to be spiritually 
discerning. What are some signs that a person (or a church) might be drifting away from 
biblical faith? What can we do as a family—habits, conversations, priorities—to help one 
another stay close to Jesus and “be ready for His coming”? 
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Family Conversation Guide for Children & Early Teens 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-7 
The Great Rebellion 

 
AGES 5-7: SIMPLIFYING THE MESSAGE APPLICATION POINTS 
 

1. Learning to Spot What’s “Not Like Jesus”: When you see or hear something (a 
show, a YouTube video, a friend’s idea), ask: “Does this sound like something Jesus 
would like?” 

 
Discussion Questions:  
a. What would Jesus say if He were standing right there? 
b. How could you answer your friend in a kind way but still say “no”? 
c. If you feel unsure, who can you ask for help (Mom, Dad, teacher, etc.)? 

 
2. Choosing Good Shows and Games: Before watching a show or playing a game, ask 

a parent, “Is this good for my heart?” If people in the show say mean, bad, or gross 
things all the time, it’s probably not something Jesus wants you to copy. 

 
Discussion Questions:  
a. How do the characters talk to each other and to adults? 
b. If you watched this a lot, what kind of words or attitude might you start using? 
c. Can we find another show or game that’s fun and also helps you be more like 

Jesus? 
 

3. Being Brave When Others Don’t Follow Jesus: Practice saying, “I love Jesus, so I 
don’t do that,” when you feel pressured. 

 
Discussion Questions:  
a. Have you ever had a “yucky feeling” inside when you saw or heard something? 

What happened? 
b. What are some words you can use if you need to tell a friend, “I don’t want to watch 

that”? 
c. How can we (as your family) help you be brave next time that happens? 

 
AGES 8-12: BUILDING UNDERSTANDING APPLICATION POINTS 
 

1. Testing Ideas You Hear from Friends and Online: When you hear something about 
God, right/wrong, or identity from friends, videos, or social media, don’t just believe it—
test it with the Bible and with your parents. 

 
Discussion Questions:  
a. “Have you ever heard someone say something about God or the Bible that didn’t 

sound quite right? What was it? 
b. How can you check if what they’re saying matches what the Bible teaches? 
c. What are some things you can say kindly if a friend believes something very 

different from the Bible? 
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2. What You Like, Share, and Follow: Before you like, share, or follow something online 

(YouTube, games, group chats), ask: Does this pull me toward Jesus or away from 
Him? Would I be OK if my parents and Jesus saw this (because they do)? 

 
Discussion Questions:  
a. How do you feel when the chat turns mean, cruel, or inappropriate? 
b. What can you do in that moment—leave the chat, say something kind, mute, block, 

tell a parent? 
c. What kind of accounts or people do you think Jesus would want you to follow—and 

which should you unfollow? 
 

3. Standing Firm When Friends Call Sin “Normal”: “Decide ahead of time what you 
believe about things like honesty, kindness, purity, and respecting your body and 
others—before you are pressured. 

 
Discussion Questions:  
a. Where do you feel the most pressure to act like everyone else—school, team, 

online, text? 
b. What’s one situation where you knew something was wrong but were tempted to 

go along? What did you do? 
c. How can we practice answers as a family—short phrases you can use when you 

need to politely say “no”? 
 
AGES 11-15: DEEPENING THE CONNECTION APPLICATION POINTS 
 

1. Recognizing “Soft” Apostasy in Everyday Life: Watch for early signs of drifting: 
Treating sin as “no big deal.” Ignoring Scripture on topics you don’t like (sexuality, 
identity, authority, forgiveness). Letting your online persona be completely different 
from your “church self.” 

 
Discussion Questions:  
a. Where do you see people who still use “Christian” language but are clearly 

reshaping the Bible to fit culture? 
b. Have you ever felt tempted to just “redefine” a part of the Bible so it feels easier or 

more accepted? 
c. What habits could help you stay anchored (regular Scripture, honest prayer, solid 

friendships, church involvement)? 
 

2. Digital Identity vs. Christ Identity: Evaluate what is shaping your identity most: 
Christ and Scripture Or online communities, influencers, political movements, 
sexuality, body image, etc. 

 
Discussion Questions:  

 
a. If someone looked only at your social media or your screen time, what would they 

say matters most to you? 
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b. Are there online groups or creators that make you feel good but slowly pull you 
away from what you know is right? 

c. How can you stay in digital spaces (which are normal for your age) while still living 
as a faithful follower of Jesus? 

 
3. Responding to Pressure on Hot-Button Issues: Prepare calm, thoughtful, biblical 

responses to topics like: 
 

• “Love is love; the Bible just needs to catch up.” 
• “Gender is whatever you feel.” 
• “Your body, your choice, always—no one can tell you what to do with it, 

including God.” 
 

Discussion Questions:  
 

a. What topic makes you most nervous to talk about as a Christian—sexuality, 
gender, abortion, authority, something else? Why? 

b. How can you show real love, kindness, and respect to people you disagree with—
without changing what the Bible says? 

c. What’s the difference between affirming everything someone does and loving them 
as a person made in God’s image? 

 
Tips for Parents 
 
• Be patient and listen:  Give your child time to think and respond. 
• Relate to everyday life: Use real-life examples and stories familiar to your child to make 

abstract concepts more tangible. 
• Encourage questions: Let your son or daughter know it’s okay to ask questions, even if 

things don’t make sense right away. 
• Share personal insights: Tell a personal story about a time you experienced these 

themes, adapting as needed for age appropriateness. 
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Family Conversation Guide for Gen Z 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-7 
The Great Rebellion 

 
1. Discernment in Group Conversations & Online Spaces 

 
Bible Reference: 1 Thessalonians 5:21 – “Test all things; hold fast what is good.” 
 
Application: Don’t accept every “Christian-sounding” idea just because it’s popular, 
emotional, or posted by a Christian influencer. Filter everything—sermons, TikToks, 
reels, group chat advice—through Scripture and the Holy Spirit’s leading. 
 
Scenario: You’re in a group chat where someone shares a clip from a “progressive 
Christian” creator saying: “Jesus just wants you to be your true self; sin is a harmful idea 
people made up to control you.” Several friends reply with “SO TRUE” and heart emojis. 
 
Discussion: How can you respectfully respond—or choose not to engage—in a way that 
is faithful to Scripture, while still showing love to your friends who are hyped about that 
message? 
 

2. Staying Anchored When Faith Is Being “Reimagined” 
 
Bible Reference: 2 Thessalonians 2:3 – “Let no one deceive you by any means; for that 
Day will not come unless the falling away comes first…” 
 
Application: Recognize that a “great falling away” often doesn’t start with open atheism; 
it starts with reinterpreting what God clearly says. Decide now that you will not reshape 
Scripture to fit culture, even when it costs you social approval. 
 
Scenario: In a friend group, most still call themselves Christians, but: they say the Bible 
is “inspired but not really binding,” sexual boundaries are “toxic purity culture,” and 
anyone who questions it is called “judgmental” or “unsafe.” 
You’re feeling the pressure to just nod along so you don’t lose the group. 
 
Discussion: What specific beliefs or boundaries are you most tempted to “soften” so 
you’ll still fit in—and what would it look like to stay kind and uncompromising in those 
areas? 
 

3. Truth vs. “My Truth” in Relationships 
 
Bible Reference: John 14:6 – “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life…’” 
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Application: Culture disciples you to say “my truth / your truth,” but Jesus claims to be 
the truth. In friendships and dating, let Christ’s truth—not your feelings, not your trauma, 
not culture—be your final authority on identity, sexuality, and commitment. 
 
Scenario: Someone you’re close to (maybe someone you like) says: “If you really love 
me, you’ll fully affirm everything about my identity and choices. If you don’t, you’re 
against me.” They equate disagreement with hate, and now your relationship feels like it 
depends on you denying what the Bible says. 
 
Discussion: How can you clearly communicate, “I genuinely love you and I’m not going 
anywhere, but I can’t call good what God calls sin,” without being cruel or self-
righteous? 
 

4. Digital Discernment & the “Lawless One Already at Work” 
 
Bible Reference: 2 Thessalonians 2:7 – “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at 
work…” 
 
Application: Understand that lawlessness (rebellion against God) is constantly being 
normalized in your feed—through humor, aesthetics, and “relatable” content. Audit 
who/what you follow and ask: “Is this pulling my heart toward Jesus or away from Him?” 
 
Scenario: Your For You page is full of: “Christian” tarot / manifestation, sexualized 
trends framed as “empowerment,” deconstruction stories that mock biblical Christianity. 
You’re noticing that after scrolling, you feel more numb to sin and more cynical about 
faith. 
 
Discussion: If you honestly looked at your following list and watch history, what patterns 
of content are discipling you away from Christ—and what would repentance look like in 
your digital habits this week? 
 
These points aim to empower Gen Z to live out their faith genuinely and 
courageously in various aspects of their daily lives, reflecting Biblical integrity, 
compassion, and steadfastness. 
 
  


